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T O 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
■ GEORGE AUGUSTUS, 
PRINCE OF WALES. 

SIR, 

TH E diftinguifhed honour to be 
thought worthy the notice of royal- 
ty, tranfcends my ambitious hopes ; and 
adds, if poffible, to my refpedt and duty. 

• Humanity is the charaderiftick of 
the~Royai Houfe of Brunfwick. Ahd as 
it was my happinefs, it ftill is my boaft, 
that I have been honoxired with the favour 
of your Royal Grandfather and his iUuf- 
trious Confort. How then mull: my 
heart be elated at being likewife honoured 
by the patronage of the moft diftinguilhed 
of our gracious Sovereign's progeny ! 

I AM at a lofs to exprefs my fenfibility " 

at your Royal Highnefs's condefcenfion 

in accepting of this addrefs, after hearing 

that I was favoured with your noble pre- 

A 3 ceptor's 



Tl ADDRESS. 

ceptor's permiflion to lay my, poor work 
at his feet. But liberal feelings are im- 
planted in your bofom j which flicw that 
you inherit the virtues of your Royal 
Parents. 

As words are too poor to exprefs my 
gratitude for this high honour, I fhall beg 
leave to add, that this diftinguiftied mark 
of your Royal Higlincfs's goodnefs has- 
maac me the happieft of women ; and I 
fliall ever remain, with the profoundeft. 
Refpeft, 

Your RoYAt HlGHKESs'l 

Mod obedient 

and ever obliged 
humble Servant, 

G.A.BELLAMY. 



HIS GRACE 
THE DUKE OF MONTAGUE. 



WITH a mind that overflows with 
gratitude, I folicited the honour 
of laying this work at your feet — and the 
happinefs of being thought worthy of his 
Grace of Montague's patronage, is too ' 
flattering not to excite in me a wifti to 
make it known. — But in attempting to 
addrefs you, I find myfelf hke Phaeton, 
unequal to the taflc. and juAly puniihed 
for my prefumptioiu 

To addrefs your Grace in terms befit- 
ting the occafion, would require the maf- 
terly pen of a Dryden. And even that 
would prove inadequate, ' were it not ac- 
tuated by a heart imprefled with the gra- 
titude, admiration, and rcfpeift, which 
mine glows with. You, my Lord, who 
are bleft with the fentiments of a T/Vwx, 
and who were bom to make the wretched 
happy. 
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happy, will, I flatter myfelf, forgive the 
ambition which prompted me to requeft 
this honour. 

When I firft had the happinefs of be- 
ing noticed by . your noble cc«ifort, my 
youthful heart was elated with tranfport ; 
as the being honoured with the approba- 
tion of a l^y of the moft refined tafte, 
the moft diftinguiftied judgment, every 
mental accomplifhment, together with 
every virtue, convinced me that I was 
not totally undcferving of it. From this 
epocha I date my theatrical advancement. 
The fuccefs I met with, I was greatly 
indebted to her Ladyfliip's patronage for. 
She ftamped the effigy which made me 
appear fterling. 

But it is not in my power to enume- 
rate the favours I have received from your 
Grace's family ; particularly from Lord 
Brudenelly of whom I have often fpoken 
with gratitude in the courfe or my 
" Apology." The nuoAcrlefs marks of 
apprc^tion I have be^ honoured with 
by fw:h diilinguJihcd chancers, give 
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mc a merit with myfelf ; and I cannot 
efteem my felf unhappy, even in my- dif- 
trefs, as it has procured me the honour of 
your Grace's, notice. 

The many tokens I have received of 
your munificence were doubly enhanced- 
by the worth of the elevated giver; whofe 
virtues cniK>ble all titles. The Earl of 
Cardigan could receive na addition to his 
hraiours from a ducat coronet. — Permit 
mc, my Lord, to unite my prayers with 
the numerous indigents who are daily fed 
by your bounty, Mid who lift up their 
hearts to blefs you. — Long, long may your 
Grace be happy in the efteem of your 
royal mailer,— be revered by your illus- 
trious pupil — ^be admired by the good-^ 
and adored by the unfortunate — and may 
your amiable progeny for ages fliew thcm- 
felves worthy of fiich a fire i 

The fenfations of gratitude with which 
my bofom glows, are too great for lan- 
guage to exprefs. And this laft honour 
you have conferred upon me, in permitting 
me thus, publicly to addrefs you, expands 
my 

,, . c;ooyic 
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my heart with pleafure; as it a0ures me 
of your Grace's continued patronage. 

If I am fortunate enough to afford 
fome entertainment, by the perufal of the 
following pages, to tKe perfon I moft re- 
fpcit on earth, it will givt me inexpref- 
fible fatisfa<aion. The unhappy life I ' 
lay before your Grace, has no omer meirit 
than the truth of fads which are therein 
recited. I have not the prefumption to 
unpofe my&lf as an authorefs : nor fliiould 
I ever have attempted to appear in print, 
had Pnot been ilimul^ted by repeated ca- 
lumnies, which have been heaped upon 
me, and which would not ^&a me tv 
stU, even in indigence and obfcurity. 

Could I have pubHfhed the letter 
annexed to my " Apology," as I propofed* 
fome years agp, I flatter myfelf I mould 
have appeared in a more eligible 
point of view than I have dwie. My 
errors, whatever they have been, will, 1 
hope, be viewed with lenity, and my mis- 
fortunes be pitied, by your Grace ; who 
tbaugbfpotl^s yourfelfy poffefs a heart, 
which 
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which feels compaflion for thd faulty, and 
afoul to relieve their diftrefles. 

Prom my earlieft days ha^^ I been 
taught to look up to your Grace as a being 
of mperior nature to the moft elevatca 
race of mortals. Long before I could 
fuppofe I fhould be fo-cminently honoured 
by your bounty, have I held you irt this 
diftinguilhed efHmation. And often have 
I heard the noble Lord that adopted me 
declare, that his Grace of Montague was 
one of the wittieft men breathing, but his 
fon-in-^^w the bcft. 

I ACKNOWLEDGE that I caii Only 
boaft of one claim to your Giace's favour, 
and that is founded en my Jincerity ; 
which has been an inmate in my bofom 
from my cradle. And with this affur- 
ancc I flatter myfelf your Grace will do 
me the honour to believe, that I have 
neither aggravated my injuries, nor at* 
tempted to extenuate my faults. 

Had I the power to exprefs my fen- 

fibility for the many favours bellowed 

upon 



Xll DEDICATION. 

upon me, I would attempt to craivey to 
your Grace my public acknowledgments; 
but I humbly truft you will accept the 
tribute erf" a grateful heart, which, whilft 
it beats, wifl be, with the ^rofoundeft 
refpe(ft 



' Moll humble, 
ID oft obliged, 

and moA obedient fervant, 

G. A. BELLAMY. 
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Loadoa, Sept. 30, i7-~ 

XN complianci; >vi;ii L,iC .< iicitacions of yourfelf 
vid many other friends ; and at the fame dme to 
"^fcue my character from the numerous fallhoods 
•■'hich have been induftrioufly propagated againA it; 

fet down to begin an Apology for my hfe. Cen- 
i'lrable I knew my conduEi has been, in many refpefts; 
i cannot, however, fupprefs the wifh (for a wilh will 
naturally arife in the mind, evep of tlie moft faulty) 
to exculpate myfelf from thole cnifures which have 
no foundation in truth. 

A review of many of tlie fcenes I have gone 
through, and of the imprudences I have committed, 
catmot fail of giving me paia; but as you have 

VOL, I. B frequently 
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' frequently exprefled a dcHre to be informed of 
the minuteft circumftances of my life, I will en< 
deavour to recall to my memory every tranfaflion 
worth recording, and lay them before you in 
a Series of X^ttert, continued as time and oppor- 
ttini^ Qiall ferve. By your means, the extenuations 
which occur, may be difiufed through the circle 
whofe good opinion I am anxious to regain; and 
baving thus colle£ted them for your infpefUon, I at 
feme future period intend to lay them before the 
puUic. Hap[^ Ikall I be, if the recapitulation of 
my errors and misfortunes fhould prove a beacon to 
vam the young and thoughtlefs of my own fex from 
the Syren fliore of vanity, djflipatioo, and illicit plea* 
fures, of which remorfe and mifcrj-, as I too fenfibly 
feel, are the fure attendants. 

I will hope from your friendfiiip, that the pro- 

' lixity unavoidable in the relation of fuch a number 
of events will not prove tirefiiimc arid difguiling to 

'you. At the fame time I mult intfeat that you will 
not examine this produSLon of my pen with too cri- 

' tical an eye. The lenient hand .of time has not yet 
been able to reAore to my bofom that fwect tran- 
quilly, which the unfortunate events of my life, atid 
the cbrrbding reQeflioiu refutting from my mif> 
condu3, havebaniOied from it. Trufling,' however, 
to ydur goodnefs, I will now eiifcr on my hiftory. 
Thou^ 

, c;ooyic . 
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though I lliall sot, Eu a celebrated author has 
■done, write volumes before I bring myfelf into being, 
yet as I have reafan to believe ihfi calamities ot my 
4ife originated from events which happened long 
l)eforc I was boia, icwUl be neccflary to reca|ntu]at« 
tnany circiimflances relative to aiy family, which had 
their exiftance prior to that period. "Hie writer of a 
wretched produftion, pnblilhed in the year 1761, 
having, amoi^ innumen^le f alflioods concerning my- 
felf, prcfumed to mention my mother in. terms of 
'difreTpefl, I thmk it a duty incumbent on me to en- 
'deavour to refcue her memory .^om imputations fliS 
ly no means defcrvei. This, lonfequendy, renders 
it likewife aeedful to commence my narrative from 
the sera of her birth. 

My mother wat theTiiughtcr of an emtaeat faftAer 
4t M^^one, in Kent, whofe name. was ^<!4/. He 
was one bf the people called Quakiran ; and from ikt 
^odacfi of his hop-grounds, which were very cx- 
nmsiive, arrived at length to fuch a. degree of opu- 
lence, as to be enabled V} purchafe an ellate near 
Tnnbridge-'Wells, called Mount Sion. For ibme 
years he enjoyed is Comfort the fruits of his indufir^^ 
but happening. One evening during the autumn, to 
'Continue too l<tte in bis grounds, he caught a cold, 
which bringing on a fever, in a few daj-» put a period 
19 hi« cxtAm;e. 
9 B • Though 

., f.ooylc 
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Thei^h my grandfather, during his life, was re- 
niarkably atlive, and mindfiil of every concern ne- 
ceflary to the welfare of himfeif and family; yet, 
either from a miflaken notion, too common among 
perfons of property, or from an unaccountable neg- 
ligence upon this occa£on, he could not be prevailed 
upon to make a will; To that the wholeof hitef{e£ls 
fell into the hands of his wife, without ^iny provilien 
being regularly made for my mother, vrbo was now 
about four years old. ^' 

My grandmother, who was both young and beau- 
tiful, finding hcrfclfthus left a widow with only one 
child, and pofleflcd of an independent fortune, 
thought their was no occafion for her to carry on the 
extenfive concerns of her late hulband, which would 
facattended with great care and fatigue. She therefore 
difpofed of all (he property at Maidltone. and re- 
moved to Tunbridge-Wells ; and having furnilhed 
her houfes there in an elegant manner, let them, 
during the feafon, to perfons of the firft diftin£lioii. 
She was no fooncr fettled in her new place of 
refidence, than her beauty and fortune attrafted the 
attention of all the unmarried young men in the 
neighbourhood, particularly of thofe who profcffed 
the fame religious principles. She, however, with- 
ftood all their attacks for upwanls of two years. But , 
at length, unfortunately fix herfclf a»d het daughter. 
' ihe^ 
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(he gave her hand to a perfon of ihe name of Bafhy. 
Mr. Bu/hy was a builder of fome eminence, and con. 
fidered by the world as a man in affluent circumftan- 
ces; and fo high an opinion had my grandmother 
formed of his honour and integrity, during hiscourt- 
ftiip, that Ibe imprudently married hini, without 
referving to herfelf, or child, by any written agree- 
ment, the leaft part of her fortune. She received 
from liim, indeed, [he moft folemn afTurances that 
they /hould both be liberally provided for; but (he 
(oo foon had reafon torepentof her want of prudence. 
Among the pcrfons of qualify who occupied oc- 
ca^onally ray grandmother's houfes, was Mrs. God- 
frey, Miftrefs of the Jewel-Office, and Sifter to the 
great Duke of Marlborough. With this Lady a 
daughter of Mr. Bu/iy's, by a former marriage, 
lived as her own attendant ; and fo great an efteem 
had Ihe contrafled, during her refidence at Tuobridge, 
for my grandmother, and fondneli of my mother, 
that (he offered to bring up the latter, and to have her 
educated in every refpeft the fame as her own 
daughter, Mifs Godfrey. My grandmother, however, 
having at this lime no reafon to doubt but ihat het 
child was amply provided for, politely declined Uie 
o(rer, but agreed, that upon Mrs. Godfrey's return to 
town for the winter, (he (hould accompany, and 
fpend three or four months with her. 

B3 The 
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The feafo^ being new come, Mrs. Godfrey let eut 
for Londoni and, upon her arrival heard, that her 
noble brother was giycn ova by his phyficians. But- 
having been for feme time at variance with lh« 
Dutchefs, on account of: her e^o^ng, though re- 
duced to a flate of fccond childhood, the man who 
had rendered hirafelf fo famous ; an imprudence 
which* defer vedly gave offence to Mrs. Godfrey ; flifr 
hadoot the Iktisfaflioa of feeing him before he died. 
HerelmuAadd, that the Dutcbefi &£ Marlborough^ 
Biuch to her difcrcdit, ufed to take the Duke witbt 
her in the coach, whenever Ihe w«it abroad, even 
upon the moft trivial occafions ;. exhibiting as a 
public fpeflacle, the hero who hadlately kept nation^, 
in awe, and whofe' talents in the cabinet were equal 
to hii Viilour and military knowledge in the field.^ 
Good heavens I fuch a rum mufl: fundy have excited 
the moil poignant grief tn the moft unfeeling brcaft* 

Mrs. Godfrey was prevented by this diragreemenf 
from paying^a vilit borTelf at Marlbbrough-Houfe, 

10 condole with her fifter-ia-Iaw on the lo& their 
family and the nation had fuQained, Having, how- 
ercr, an inclination to know how things were con*, 
duftcd diere, fhe feAt her woman, Mr. Bu^y'» 
daugl^eC) to mako what enquiries Ihe could : and thet 
latter, overcome by the importunities of her little 
fiep-Qftov. who bad^ttjEitded Mrs. Godfrey to town 
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u propofec], was accompanied by her to lee the 
remains of the Duke lie in flace. 

When they arrived at the gate of Marlborough- 
Houfe.they found it open, but, to their infinite fuiprife. 
met not a living creature during their palTage to the 
room in which the body was depofiied. So totally 
was this incomparable man neglefled in the laS 
flage of his mortal exhibition, that not a fmgle 
attendant, or one glimmering taper, remained about 
faim as tokens of refpedful attention.' My mother 
and her companion were obliged to the day-light 
alone for the taint view they obtained of the fu- 
neral dec<»3tion3. 

~ The melancholy and dilrefpe^ul fccne flie had 
jufl been witnefj to, was no fooner defcribed to Mrs. 
Godfrey by her woman, than it had fuch .an effe£K 
upon her as to occalion a long and fevere iilnefs; 
which at length reduced her to fuch a ftate, that 
bad Ihe experienced the fame negleSiiil treatment 
her brother had done, Ibe^mull have beea boried 
alive. For one Sunday, fancying herfelf better than 
Jhe had been for fome time, and able to go to chapel; 
as {he was dreOing for that puipofe, Sie &ddenly 
fell down to all ^pearance dead. 

The fcreams of her woman and my mo^er 
brought Colonel Godfrey into the room ; who, haT- 
ingprd)ably feen inftanccs of perfons remaining in a 

,, C-.ooylc ■-■ 
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flaCe of infenlibility for a confiderable time, ani 
afterwards recovering, direfled that his lady (hould 
be immediately put into bed, and that two perfons 
fliould conftantly continue with her, till indubitable 
fymptoms appeared of her decreafe. The confe- 
quences proved, with how much judgment the 
Colonel had afted. Notwiihflanding tlie opinion of 
the- jAyficians, who- all declared that the breath of 
hfe was irrecoverably departed ; and in oppofition t^ 
the folic Jtations of his friends to have the body in- 
terred, he continued refolute in his determiDBtion , 
till the Sunday following; when, exa£lly at the 
fame hour on which the change had happened, figns 
appeared of returning fenfibiltty. So punctual was 
nature in her operations upon 'this fingular occafuin, 
Aat Mli.Godfrey awokefrom her trance juft as the 
chapel-bell was once more ringing; which fo per- 
feftly eradicated from her memory every trace of 
her infeniibiJity, that Ihe blamed her attendants fot 
not awaking her in time to go to church, as the had 
propofcd to do. Colonel Goijrty, whofe tendernefj 
to his lady was unremitted, taking advantage of this 
incident, prudently gave orders that fhe Ihould by no 
sieans be made acquainted wiih what had happened, 
loft it Ihcwid make a melancholy impreflion on her 
mind.' And 1 believe to the day of her death flie ^ 
lemamed ignorant of it^ Had I not heard tlie fore- 
going- 
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going ftoiy frequently repeated by my morfier, I own 
I fliould have had fomc doubt of the credibility of ii, 
as it isoffo extraordinary a nature; but as I could de- 
pend upon her veracity, I can take upon mc 10 aflure 
you of the truth of it. What a dreadful (ituation muft 
the poor lady have been in, but for her hulband's rcfo- 
lution! I Oiudder at the very thought of it; as I 
doubt not but you alfo do, wllilft you are reading the 
account. I fhall here flop to inform you the lady of 
whom the foregoing anecdote is given, was the 
celebrated Mrs. Arahslla CkuTckill, fitter of Jokn> 
the great Duke of Marlborough ;■ and who, before 
fhe was married to Colonel Godfrey, had tod fons 
and a daughter by King James the fecond, viz. Jamts 
fitZ' James, Duke of Btrwick, Grandee of Spain, 
Ma/efchal- of France, and Knight of the Golden 
Fleece; Henry Fitz- James, generally called the 
Grand Prior, Lieutenant General, and Admiral of 
the French Gallies; and Henrietta, who married 
Henry Lord Waldegrave. And the veracity of my 
mother is confirmed by the prefent Vice-chancellor 
of Cambridge,* who relates the fa£i in thefe words. 
" A certain lady was ill, and her bufband being very 
B 5 fond 

• Firther Obrervationi on the DoElriae of an intermediate 
State, in Anfwer to the Rev. Dr. Morton's Queries. By 
Peter Peckard, M.A, Sto, 17^7, Page 30. 
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ifxii of her, conftantly attended her. On a SunJhf 
Bioming, about the time of going to church, her 
•ther attendants declared her to be dead, and were 
going to prepare the body for the- funeral. This the 
hufband would not pennit; and deteniuned to watch, 
the corpfe himfelf, till fome £irthcr alterations gavs 
Urn infallible proof of death. The next Simday- 
sioming he percdved hia wife to Jlir and breathe. 
In a little time finding her in her perfed fenfes, he 
oblerved to her, that fhe had Oepta long. time. She 

replict^ not long; for I heard the belli rin^ng for 
church before I dropt aQeep, and th^ have not done 
rin^og yet ; fhe was after the mother of a &mily, 

whd< can ftiU ^ve teftimony of the fa£t." I fliall here 

tak^he opportunity of concludingmy letter; and am,. 

with afTurances of the moll perfc£l gratitude amt: 

refpeft. 

Madam., 

Your obliged and obedient Servant,. 



.X-,<,ivslc 
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-t. S HALL now return to the concerns of m^ 
awn family. — In a fiiOTt time after the foregoing in- 
.cident happened, inygTandmetherfoundtoher inex- 
preflible concern, that Ihe had united herfelf to a 
perfon who had greatly deceived her with refpe£l to 
hi^ circumftances. Inftead of Mi;. Bit/hy'& being 
potTdTed ot th,e property the world fuppofed he had, 
he was fo greatly involved in debt, that all my 
grandmother's efie£ls were feized by his creditors.. 
So that not havii^ tiJung the ncceflary precautions 
to refcue a maintenance for herfelf and ^daughter, 
before her marriage, Ihe was now left delUtute of 
every'means of fupport^ 

This reverie of fortune induced };er to accept witb 
^lankfulnefs of the generous offer Mrs. Godfrey had 
lately made her ; and (be efteemed herfelf haj^ in 
£nding fo refpeflable an afylum for her child. But 
however flattering the profpeS at that time appeared, 
from this period have I too much reafon to date the 
somnuncemcnt of my mother's misfortunes, and con- 
B 6 fequently 
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fequently of my own ; for being now removed from 
underthe parental eye of mygrandmother, (he became 
liable to all the arts and temptations youth and beauty 
are continually expired to. 

As foon as Mrs. Godfrey received my grand- 
mother's permillion, /he placed my mother at a board- 
ing-fchool in Queen's-Square, where her own daugfi- 
ter was^ educated; and here Qie remained till flie 
aflrived at die age of fourteen, -when flie unfortunately 
attra^ed the notice of Lord TyrawUy. This noble- 
man, who was in the bloom of life, and as celebrated 
for his gaHantry as fol" his wit, courage, and other 
accompliSiments, meeting accidentally with my mo* 
ther, whilft fliewasupon aviiit, was ftrdfck with her 
beauty, and was determiijed if poflible to gain pof^ 
fefiion of it. And as my mother on her part was 
. equally captivated with his alGduous addrefles, an«l 
found her vanity gratified by receiving the devoin 
•f a perfon of his confequence ; it is no wonder that^ 
young and experienced as (he was, his lordlhip at 
length fucceeded in his defigns. Her bean foon 
yielding to the fofl impulfe, there needed not many 
«ntreatics to induce her to-elope from fchool. She 
accordingly feized the firll favourable opportunity, 
and leaving the protefUon of her kind patronefs, 
fought for bappinefs in the arras of her lover. 

Lord TyTawley having been fo far fuccefsfid, he 
carrieiL 
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canied bis feirprize to his own apartments inSomeriet- 
Houfe, wlwre (he was treated with the fame refpca 
as if Die had been Lacty Tyrawky. This honour he 
had frequently promifed before her elopement to con- 
fer upon her, and be ftill continued to aflure ber that 
be would fulfil his cogagemcnU. Lulled, tbereforey 
into fecurity by thefe pronufes, by her own atfeftioi^ 
and by bis increafing fondnefs, Ihe alTumed his lord- 
flup's name, and vainly imagined herfelf to be ai 
truly his wife as if the nuptial knot had been indif. 
folubly tied. 

And in this pleaflng delirium, enhanced by aM 
the fplendouT of nobili^, my mother lived for feveral 
moniha. But as the wee! of fortune is feldom at a 
Hand, Ihe was now to experience a difagreeable 
change in her affairs. Lord Tyrawley was ordered 
to-join his rogiment in Ireland. And it became the 
]|H»e neceHaiy that he fhould obey the order, as bis 
own private concerns in that kingdt»i required bis 
infpeflion. I will not pretend to defcribe the pangs 
the lovers felt upon this occalion. I (hall obfervc \ 

that his lorddiip tore himfelf away with the utmoft j 

reluflance, and left my mother in a Hate little Ihoct . | 
of diflrafHon. | 

On bis arrival in Ireland, Lord Tyrawley found j 

Ms-afiiurE in a very different lituation from what he | 

expe&ed. The ftcward, who had the management 

" I 
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«f his eftates, had taken advantage of bis lordQiip'r 
abfcence and inattention, and enriched himlelf at hia- 
mailer's e^pence. So that inftead of finding a very 
Gonfiderable ballance in bis fleward's hands, as he 
had always concluded there was. he bad the mor- 
tification to learn that he was greatly involved in debt;, 
and as he had lived in aaexpcnfive ftyle, the whole 
ef his debts amountedto anenc»iiious fum. How to 
nxtricate hitnfelf fronr thafe difficulties was the quef- 
tjon. The only refource- which profcnted itfelf to 
his lordfliip, was that of marrying a lady with » 
fortune fufEcient to difentangle hirn-. But to this- 
his attachment to mymotbcr appeared an irremovable 
bar. He was convinced that (he loved lum too well 
to objefl to a Sep which could only preferve him. 
&om ruin ; yet as he knew at the fame time the^ 
violence of her temper, he dreaded to make the 
propofal to her; and it was a long while before- he- 
oould refolve upon doing what would be attewled: 
with a probability of lofing her for ever. 

Theurgency of his a^n, however, at Isi^^ re- 
quiring a fpeedy remedy he looked round amoB^; 
(be fingle ladies of fortune within the cirde of hiS' 
acquaintance, and fixed onthe Hon. Mifs Stewart,. 
daughter of the Earl of BleJ^ngton, as a proper objeft 
for his addrefles; her fortune being according to 
public rqxxt, thirty thoufaad pounds; and that bdy 
bavin}. 
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Saving been heard to declare a partiality for Uin. 
She could not, indeed, boail of bar cbarnii. Hec 
perfon, however, wa& genteel, and what was infi- 
nitely more to be piized, {he was endowed with at 
engaging a difpofition as ever woman was bleft witb> > 
Alas ! how hard muft be her lot, to be united to a 
man, whofe attachmmt to anothei would render hioL 
inlenfible of her merit I 

Wbilll the courtthip waa carrying on, the &ther 
ef the lady, naturally anxious for his daughter's h^p- 
pnefs, exanined minutely into whatever concerned, 
his intended fon-in-1 aw ; and having heard much of 
his connedion- with my mother, his lordfhip wrote- 
her a polite letter, reque^ng to know from her tfae- 
nature of it ; giving her at the lame time his reafons< 
for fuch an enquiiy. 

When my mother, er Lady TyraToliy, as (he wat- 
thm callsdr recaved Lord Meffington'i letter, flie; 
-was notquile recovered from the weaknefs attendant 
on a lying-in; fo that fiia was the lefs able to cope 
with' the heart-rending infonnation it conveyed ; and 
file reflgned herfelf totally to the impulfe of her rage. 
The vicdencs of her palEoa got the better of-her afiec- 
tion, and without liflenii^ to the di£late3 of prudencer. 
ihe enclofed Lord SUffrngton eveiy letter the bad 
received from her lover. Among thefe was one flie 
lud |ufi received by the. lane pofi,^ and which, as Ihe 
had. 
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faad not broken it open, (he Tent unopened; In tM^ 
, Jetter Lord Tyrawley had informed her of the diilrefled 
fituation of his affairs, and confequently of the fad 
necefhty there was for his marrying fome lady of 
fortune, to extricate him from his difficulties. He 
added, that Ke'^ould ftay no longer with his intended 
wife than was ncceflary to receive her fortune, when 
he would immediately fly on the wings of love to 
{hare it witb her. That^ though another had his 
hand, {he alone poflefTed his heart, and was his real 
wife in the fight of heaven. That, in oFder to leftify 
the truth of what he advanced, he had made choice 
of the Hon. Mifs Stewart, who was both ugly and 
foolilh, in preference to one with an equal fortune, 
who was both beautiful and fenTible ; left an union 
with a more agreeable perfeu mi^t be the means of 
decreafmg his affeffion for her. 

With what indignation muft the Earl of BUf- 
finglon receive fuch incoraroyertible (woofs of 
Lord Tj/rawtey'& feiBdyl He was to exafperated 
againft him, that he immediately forbade his 
daughter, on pain af his fevereft difpleafure, ever 
to fee or write to her perfidious lover again. But 
his injunBions came too late ; for they had been- 
already united in connubial bonds, without the earl't' 
lOiowledge or coafent. 

Lojd 
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Lord TyrawUy now found himfelf the viflim of 
his own unwarrantable duplicity. Difappoint^ of 
receiving the fortune which had been the Ible in- 
ducement for his marrying, and united to a wo- 
man he hated, he was tculy miferable. Being, how- 
ever, determined to get rid of his lady at all events, 
he infifted on a reparation and immediately foUcited 
the Minifter to- be fent tothe court of Li/bonin a 
public charaAer. This was readily granted him ; as 
no one was better qualified for fuch an important em- 
pToym^nt than his lordlhip, not only on account of 
his being a perfefl mailer of the Portugude language, 
but from the brilliancy of his parts, and political 
knowledge, which were fcarccly equalled by any 
of his competitors. 

At the timeof his feparation from his lady, Lord 
Tyrtauley fettled eight hundred pounds a year upon 
her, and flie went to refide in the very apartments in 
Somerfet-Houfe my mother had lately occupied. 
That poor dear woman no fooner heard of the mar- 
riage of her beloved lord, than diArafled at the thought, 
flie immediately haJlened from a place wliich muA 
continually' remind her of her loft happinefs, and 
difappointedexpeflations; leaving behind her all the 
plate, and other prefents, the fondnefs of the nioft 
generous of men had bertowed upon her; asfhewat. 
determined to take nothing with herthat Ihould bring 
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to her meniory her faithlefspeijured paramour. Hav- 
ing brought my mother to this reverfed period of her 
fortune, leftltireyouwith toolonganepiftle, I will 
here put an end to it. Believe me to be, 

Madam, &c. &c. 

G. A. B. 



Sept. 17, 17— 
X Concluded my lafi letter with an account of my 
mother's leaving her apartments at Somerfet-Houfe^ 
ia all the agonies of dcfpair and refentment. It hap- 
pened fortunately for her, that a relation, in confider- 
UioR of my grandmother's contrafled circumKances^ 
had fome time before left her as a legacy a Houfe 
iituated in Great Queen-Street, lincobi's-Inn-Ftelds, 
la this houfe my grandmother now refided, and by 
^dng out part of it, tc^ather with fbme afGfiauce 
ihe received from her good Iriend Mrs. Godfrey, 
procured for herfelf a decent fubfiflence. Thougl^ 
Ihe had not feen her daughter fince her elopement, 
and was much difpleafed with her for her iaiprudea 
condu£i, yet in fuch a trying moment fhe could not 
jefufe her admittance beneath her root My mother 
Sficordingly now made thit her abode>. 
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W&illl Ihe had reridcd at Someriet-Houfe and lived 
in Tplendour, one of the piinciple afire Ifes belonging 
to Dfury-Lane Theatre, whofe name was BuiUry 
had applied to her to fblicit her intereft on her bene- 
fit-Night. An intimacy thereupon commenced be- 
tween them ; and diuing Lord Tyrawiey'i abrence in 
Ireland, Mrs. ButUr had frequently ^nt many day» 
with my mtuher at ber apartments. As my mother 
had made tUs- lady her confidant ^nng her more 
piofpcreus ftate, Ihe now imparted to her the fituatioa 
»f her finances, and expe^tions, and confulted hec 
on the meafuFes the Ikould puifiie for ber future 
maintenance. 

Mrs. ButUr finding there was but litde probability 
from her friend's prefent irritated ftate of mind, that 
her conoedion with Lord Tyrmoky would evei be. 
renewed, advifed her to take to the profeffion Ibe 
berfelf followed. Though my mother's perfon was 
ull, her figure flnldng, and (he polTeifed no finall 
fliare of beauty, yet from an. caMJmateu formaiity^ 
which appeared about her, probably from her afibciat- 
ing in the early part of her life with, the Quakers, no 
veiy fanguine hopes were to be entertained of her 
fiicceeding on the ftage. However, overcome by 
the eamelt folicitations and flattering reprefentations, 
of Mrs. Butler, fhe fixed on that tra?k to obtain a 
i^ure pcQvifiqn. 



sa ruE LIVE at 

The London Theatres at that time not feeming W 
promife an advantageous engagement, it was thought 
moft advifahle that my mother fhould go over ta 
Ireland ; where there was great reafon ts expefl that ■ 
(he would meet with Ibme fupport from Lord Ty- 
Tawiey'% friends, many <rf whom had been introduced 
to her whilft flie refided at Somerfet-Houfe. This 
then (he determined on ; and leaving the fon Qie had 
lately brought into the world to the care of her mo- 
ther, undertook an expedition, which, even when 
attended with every convenience is not over agree- 
able, alone, friendlefs, unproteOed, and almoft bro- 
ken-hearted. 

When (he arrived at Dublin, (he was received 
with con(idcrable applaufe. But her fuccefs feems 
to have been more owing to the people of that king- 
dom not being then acciiftomed to capital perfor- 
tners, than to the brilliancy of my mother's theatrical ' 
powers. She, however, continued there for feveral' 
years, performing the fifft chasaflers, with fome de- 
gree of reputation ; but a difagreement arifmg, at 
length, between tlie proprietors of the theatre and 
herfel^ ftie determined to leave that city. 

After deliberating fome time upon the coude flie 

fliould now fteer, (he on a fudden forined the flrange 

and unaccountable refolution of embarking for Por^^ 

tugal, in order to renew her afie£Uonate intimacy 

wittk 
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with Lord Tyrawhy. His Lordfhip, during her re- 
fidence in Ireland, had repeatedly wrote to her, in- 
■viting her in the warm^ft terras, and conjuring 
her by that tendemefs which had once mutually fub- 
lifted hetwecn ihem, to come to him : but finding hit 
fohcitations ineffeftual, he had long fince forborne 
diem. Ih this dilemma, however, they occured t» 
my mother in their full force, awakened that love 
. which had only laindoimant in her bofom, and pointed 
out the courfe (he Ihoutd purfue. 

Notwithftanding my mother's juft refufal of Lord 
TyraoiUy'& repeated invitations, and. notwithftanding 
her betraying him to the Earl of Bkffington, had 
been the: fole caufe of his lordlhip's long abfence from 
Jiis native country ; yet ftie was.received by him, or 
her arrival at Lifbon, with the wanneft tranfports. 
But imluckily a circumftance had happened which 
made her pretence muchlefs agreeable now, than it 
would have been at the time he preffed her fo fervently 
to come over to him. Difappointed in his hopes of 
of renewing his connexions with her, he had entered 
"into one with a Portuguefe lady, named iJonraa Anna; 
whom he had feduccd from her patronefs, the lady 
of the unfortunate Comte d'OUvarez. This being 
now his lordlhip's (ituation, and of which, on ac- 
count of the violence of my mother's temper, he did 
not caie lo iafono her ; he placed her in the family 
of 
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■oi an Englifli Merchant, where {he was treated with 

the grcateft civility and refpeEL 

Here the remained for fotne time in a Aate of pcr>. 
lFc£l tranquility, nothing tranfpinng relative to hi* 
loTdlhip'& new flame to diAurb her peace of mind . 
But as I have before obferved, the wheel t^ fortune 
is continually revolving ; and my mother's bappinefs 
Was not to be permanent. An Englilh gentleman, 
by name Bellamy, came one day to pay a vifit to the 
merchant in whofe houTe ftie was placed; when ftruck 
with her charms, and uaacqUfiintcd with her fiiuattoa, 
the Certain became To enamoured with her, (hat he 
folicited her to accept of his hand. This fhe rqwaU 
cdly refufed, without cUfcovcring her reafons for fo 
doing. 

As the offer was dr from a difadvantageous one, 
.Captain Bellamy concluded that fome other atuch- 
ment could alone prevent its being accepted ; and as 
jealoufy is eagle-eyed, he fixed on Lord TyrawUy, 
whom he had obferved to come fometlmes to his 
friend's houfe, as the t^ftacle to his fuccefs. Not, 
indeed, that he could fuppofe that any thing more 
than an allowed fnendlhip fubfifted between his lord- 
filtip and my mother, his vifits being neither long 
nor firquent. Captain Bellamy could not, howevn*, 
forbear hinting his apprehenfions \ which brought on 
acoQveilation,.iD which, he dtlcovercd jp her hu 
lordlhip's 

■ ^''-'-Sl'- " 
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lordlhip's conneflions with Donna Anna, and as an 
uapteafing appendix, infonned her that the lady wu 
then lying in with her fecond child by him. 

lUge and rerentment againfl Lord TyrauiUy one* 
more took poflcfGon of my mother?s bofom ; and ef- 
fe£ted what Captain Bellamy\ tnolt ilrenuous Iblici- 
tations were not equal to. Without allowing ber- 
fclf a moment'c reflcftion, flie eonfented to give her 
hand to him ; and as foon as the nuptial benedi£Uon 
was pronounced, fet off with him for Ireland, to 
qvhich kingdom the flrip he commanded was bound, 
and then ready to fail. All this wa$ executed with 
itj much expedition and lecrecy, that his lordfhip, 
though in fuch a public capacity, was not made ac- 
.quainted with it till they had left LiAwn. 

In a few months after the arrival of Captain Bel- 
iamy and his new married lady at the place of their 
^dlination, to the inejiprcflible aftonifhment ind 
■dilfatisfaftion of the former, I made my appeanmce 
on this habitable globe. My mother had fo care- 
fully concealed her pcrgnancy, and her connection 
with Lord Tyrawly, from her hulband, that he had 
not entertained the leaft fufpicion of her inconti- 
nence. My bitth, however, difcovered the whole ; 
and fo exafperated was the Captain at her duplicity 
that he immediately left the kingdom, and never 
after eit^ faw or correfponded with her. 

Having 
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Having now informed you with how little ap- 
plaufe I made my firft entrance on the ftage of life, 
1 Jhall defer any further account bf my fubfequent 
appearances till I write again, which I purpofe do- 
ing in a few days. Till then I remain, Madam, &c. 
G. A. B. 



I 
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WAS born on St. George's day, 1731*, fome 
months too foon for Captain Bellamy to claim any 
degree of confanguinity with me. As foon as J:ord 
Tyrauiley had gained intelligence, after my moth^s 
departure from Lisbon, of the place of her deflina- 

• In ite former ediiioiw the date of the year of my birih 
flood >7g3 i thii having been pointed out in one of ibe mootlt- 
)y publications at a miftakc, I procured a ceililicate of my age, 
from which it appears ihat I was bora in the year 1731, By 
the fiioe certiGcaic, of which tbenndcineathit a copy, it like- 
wife appeari, that I wat cfatiftened by the Dame of GtORCK 
Ahhe Bellamy, indeed of Gsokciane, by which I. 
ufually had gone. 

"Declaration of G^orge Akme Bellamy's Regi- 
"Scr; that the faid GEOKGBAiiNE Bellamy, it of the 
" age of thirty three year;, and was born at Fingal, in the 
" kingdom of Ireland, upon the twenty third day oF April, in 
" the year One Tboufand Seven Hundred and Thiity One." 

* tion ; 
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• ftani he wrote to his acljutant. Captain Pye, wllo 
rcfided near Fingal, the Town ivherc flie had fet- 
tled, to requell, if flie fliould prove pregnant in lime 
to conclude ii was the effefl of lier vifit to his lord- 
fhip, that hb lady would take the infant under her 
■care as faon as it was born, without fufTerlng my 
mother, if pofliblc, tofeeit. This fevere injunflioil 
of his lordfiiip proceeded from his entertaining a be- 
lief, that het^uiden retreat from Lifbon was not in 
confcquenoe of her having formed an honourable 
connection with Captain Bellamy, but through the 
natural depravity of her paCions, and the ficklenefi 
of her dlfpofiiioB. I was, therefore, agreeable to 
tis l-jrdfliip's dire£lions, taken from my mother 
foori after my birth, and put under the care of i 
nurfe, with whom 1 continued till I was two years 
old. At that time the regiment returning to bafntefcl 
in Dublin, Mrs. Pye, whofe kindnefs I (hall never 
forget, and whofe memory I fhall ever revere, took 
me from tlie nurfe, and carried me with lier. ■ 

Here, Madam. I mufl, beg leave to cnteriain you 
wkh an anecdote of my nurfe. which exhibits fuch 
a proof of the attachment and fidelity of (he k»wet 
clafs of the Iiiftt, as does them infinite honoiir. It 
never occurs to my mind, but it excites the tendtr- 
efl fenfaiions; audi l>.uuld deem m)relf ungratefiil 
Vol. I. C in 
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in the extreme, were I not always to mentioi^ her 

name with, lefpefl. 

It happcsed Uut tbe rummer, in the midil of vhicb ' 
r was taken firom the care of my foAer-mother, wai 
UQCcnnmonly hot. NotwidiJlanding this, fo ex> 
ceffive V3S the good woman's aficfLi<Mi for me, that 
ftc walked otfry Jay from the village in which fhe 
lived, to th<a barracks, which were three miles dif- 
tanh aitd wish a child fucking at her breaft. The 
totenfc heat, united with the afHiflion fhe felt at my 
being tak^n from her, had fuch an eflcfl upon her 
coniUtutiont that it brought on an inflammatory 
fever, which put an end to ber life. It is a cuAom 
in many parts of Ireland, to convey the remains of 
the dead to ihofe for whom, whiUl living, they ap- 
peared to have the fincerell regard; and the cuflow 
%(j|s not neglcfied upon the deceafe of my worthy 
4Vr&- Captain Pye'& fervanis having rifen ono 
mgiptng, upon fome occafion or o:her, earlier than 
ufual, and left the flreet door open ; as I lay in.bcd, 
I heard my foAer-faiher's voice audibly uttering 
wiMt is vulgarly called the Irifli howl, jiA! zoiy did 
you die ? with all its plaintive eloquence, diflinfUy 
reacbed.myear. Alamtedat the well-known found, 
Jib«ftily leaped out of bed, and ran ^moil naked in- 
tp.tbffli^e' } where, to my great grief, even at tfaa4 . 
e^Iy age, I foimd the lamentation now become uni> 
verfaJ 
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vertal around the body of my poor nurfc, whore af- 
(e6lioB for me had coft her her life — Why, O thou 
great Difpof^ of events ! why was I born to he the 
caufe of unhappinefs, and even death to thofe who 
really loved me ; whilfl thy infcnitable decrees have 
made me Ibbfervicnc to thofe, whofe vows " were 
felfe as dicer's oaths," and whofe views were only 
the promotion of their own pleafure or intereft ? 

When I had nearly obtained the age of four years. 
Captain Pye received direflions from Lord Tyrawley 
lo fend me to France for education. His lordfliip had 
• been iBtimate with the unfortunate Colonel Frazer 
inhis youthful days. And Uiough their political prin- 
ciples were diametrically oppofite, humanity induced 
him to make fome provifion for the Colonel's only 
daughter, who was now left an orphan and deftltute of 
fupport. True liiilanthropy will not fuffer a differ- 
■ence either in political or religious principles to 
retrain its dictates. 

Thisyoung lady, whd was fomewhat older than 
myfelf, and very amiable both in perfon and difpofi- 
tion, was fixed on by Lor^ Tyrawhy to be my com- 
panion to France; and Mrs. Pye attended us herfelf 
to London, in order to equip us with fuch necelTdrics 
at we wanted, and to enquire out the moft eligible 
convent in which to place us. 

C« Whim 
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Whilft we were in London, the maid fervant who 
had the care of md, feeing my mother's name in the 
play-bills of Covent-Garden Theatre, imagined (he 
fliould not be an unacceptable vifitor, if ihe took me 
to pay my refpetls to her. She accordingly inquired 
wlicrc my mother lodged ; and, without afking her 
miftrefs's confeni, led me to her. We were infiant- 
ly ulfaered up Hairs, wliere we found my mother in a 
genteel drefs. Though I was too young to experience 
any attra6Hon from her beauty, yet her fine cloaths 
pleafed me much, and I ran totvards her with-great 
freedom. But what concern did my tittle heart feel, 
when (he rudely pufiied me from her, and I heard her 
exclaim, after viewing me with attention for fome 
moments, "My God! what have you brought me 
" here ? this goggie-eyed, fplatler-faced, * gabbart- 
" tQOUthed wretch is not my child ! take her away ! " 
I had been fo accuflomed to endearments, that I was 
die more fcnfibly affefted at this unexpefled faluta. 
tion, and I went away as much difgufted with my 
mother as fhe could be with me. 

.Mrs. Pye having prevailed upon Mn. Dunhar^ 
an Irifh lady who lived at Boulogne, to uke Mifs 
FratT and myfelf under her prote£lion, we ac- 
companied lier to France. Strifl orders were give* 

, * A coai-boat is lb called ia Icclaa^. 
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tliat I (hould not be conlradifled, and that if I difliked 
one convent we fhould be removcS 10 another. The 
money hcceHary for our fupport was to be remitted 
to Mr. Smithy a wine-merchant in that town, to 
whom the lame mjunflions were given. 

On our arrival at Boulogne we were placed in tlie 
convent of ihe Niindals, fituated in the. lower town". 
We had not been there long, before a nun was im- 
rttired between the walls, fdr attempting to fct fire 
to the convent, in order to facilitate her efcape. 
The infliflion of this horrid ponilhment afFefled Mifs 
Frazer fo much, and the dirtiiiefs of the convent 
was fo intolerably offenfive, even to me, though 
but a child, that we determined to get removed. 
We accordingly applied to Mrs. Smith for this pur- 
pofe, who in a fliort time came and condufled us 
totbe convent ofthe Vifulints in the upper town. 
On mentioning the name of the convent, even at 
this diflent period, I cannot help exclaiming, " Dear, 
" happy, much-regretted manfion ! thou fweet abode 
" of tranquility and delight ! how fupremely bleffed 
" fhould I have been, had I remained till this hour 
" within thy facred walls !*' 

Here I continued till I had attained the deventh' 

year of my age ; when the mandate, the dreadful 

mandate arrived, ivhich bid us prepair for our re- 

wni. With what heart-felt pangs did 1 receive it ! 

C 3 Having 
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Having ne knowledge of the nobleman to whom I 
was indebted for fry being and fub&ftence ; and the 
contemptuous manner in which my mother had 
treated me flill dwelling on my remembrance ; I had 
not the Icaft defire to fee either of iliem. To flay 'm 
the convent, and flill to be accompanied by my 
piuch-loved Maria, was the utmoft of my wilhes. 
The whole contmunity, indeed, the Hflers as well as. 
the penfioners, treated me with great Idndnefs. But 
one of the nuns perfeflly idolized me. When I toofc 
my leave of her, my feelings were fticb as I am not 
able to defcribe- Their pungency was far beyond 
vhat a girl of luy age could be fuppofed to expcii- 
ea^t. I have often thought they were a fur6 prefags 
of the mif^ries which have attended me through, 
life ; not only fuch as baie arifen from my own in-^ 
4ifcretipns, bijt thofe which owe their feutidation to 
the coniplii^^t^ machinations of the worft of met. 
The former I (hall recite in the following pa^ of my 
narrstiTe. without attempting to palliate, or excufe 
tfa«»n, fatisficd that nothing but the nncereft cotitri- 
tioo will sow avail. The latter I fhidl give an ac- 
count of with the ftriflefl r^;ard to caodoui and 
truth; andwhilll I forgive, which Chriitianity bids 
me do, I {hall not fpaie. 

Beiog now about to take my leave of France, and* 

at the fame time, of the happy age of puerility, in* 

nocenee, 
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nocence, ^d peace, I Ihall at this r^rett,ed sear put 
an end to my letter, with only aflurii^ you thatj 
fitaU ever be, through every fbge of my life, 
Madam, 

Your e\'er garteful, 

G. A. B. 



Oftober IJ, I?— 
W H E N we arrived at Dover, we Were met by 
a perfon named Du Fall, who had once teen a do- 
mellic of Lord TytawUy. He now kept a peruke- 
maker's fhop in St. James's-Street ; and with him we 
were to refide, till his lordfhip's return from Portu» 
gal, which wa^ every day expefled. Mrs. Du Volt, 
his wife, was a lively, agreeable French woman, 
fiuich younger than her hofband, and of rather tod 
gay a difpolition for his tranquility. Near Mr. Du 
Vail lived a perfon wKofe name \vas Jones. He had 
formerly been a cutter, but at the foUcitation of hii 
wife, he had opened a china and bijou fhop. From 
the ricinity of their refidence, an inlimacy had com- 
menced between Mrs. Du Vail and Mrs. Jones, and 
diere wag a perfefl fociability between the Families. 
C4 Th* 
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. Thelauer was the dau^ter of an eminent apotfitf- 
caiy in Wdlminiler, who had g^en her what is 
^nerally tcmied a geatetl education: that is, fiie 
was well veifeU in the fafiiions,. aad in the amufe- 
nents, of the falhionablc world; Ihe fpoke bad 
French, and could invent with great facility additions 
lo the lie of the day. She had a good addrefs^ and 
abounded in what Is ufually denominated fmall talk. 
She underwood flattery fo wdl as to be able to charm 
her female cuilomers, and of coquetry fufficient to 
captivate the men. With ihefe advantages, it i» 
not to be doubted but Mrs. Jones rendered her Ihop 
the refort of many refpe^lahle people. The variety 
of articles, en^ging to a young mind,, which were 
therein difplayed. Induced me to pay frequent viGts 
to the miflrefs of it ; who feemed much pleafed with 
iny vivacity. 

During thefevifits, I became acquainted with molt 
^i tlie nobility that frequented the (hop. In particu- 
lar I fonned aai intimacy widi three ladies of quality^ 
two of whom honoured me with their friendOiip to 
the lateft periods of their lives. TheTe were Lady 
Caroline Fiizroy, the Honourable Mils Conway, and, 
Mifs Si. Leger. The firft, te whom 1 acknowledge 
I have lain under many,^>li^tioBS, has cancelled, 
ihcm all, by doing me the injuftice to believe me 
capable cf fpeaking fomethiof difrefpcfUtil of hei 
ladylbip^ 
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kdylhip. Her thus giving «ar (o the tongue of 
dander has prevented me from ever wiffiing to re- 
new the intimacy with which Die once favoured me. 
As I have made it an invariable rule never to hear 
any thing fpoken in company to the difadvantagc 
evcD of a common acquaintance, without endeavour- 
ing to vindicate them, ■ (thinking it would greatly lef- 
fen me to be confidered as the companion of. any 
perfon of wbom I entertained an unfavourable opi- 
nion) is it to be fuppofed I fhould fpeak ill of one to 
whom i was greatly obliged, and had always highly 
cfleemed ? A confcioufnefs of not having deferved 
her ladylhip's difpleafure has fuppotted me under it. 
And were all thofe of my own fex who are prone 
to fpeak flightingly of others upon ill-grounded re- 
ports, to curb this propenEty, I can aOure them 
they would reap inexpreffible faiisfafiion from doing 
lb — Pardon, my dear madam, this digreflion ; as 
one of the company, you are excepted, you know, 
from any implied cenfure. 

At length the long wilhed for hour of Lord Tyrau)- 
iey'i arrival in England was announced to Mifs Frazer 
and myfelf. Upon our going to Strutton-Street, 
where his lordOiip had taken up his refidence, he re- 
- ceivcd Hs both in the tendered manner, but with re- 
gard to myfdf, he Teemed to enjoy fuch heart-felt 
pleafure at the interview, that I was charmed with 
C5 my 
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my i«cqiU(Hi. DoKiui Aaaa'i fatisEafUtm at fcni^ 
tne waitfar, very far Ihort of bis lordlhip's. Nor 
was this to be wondered at, as Qie bad Teveral children 
pi her own, and conrequeotly dreaded to fonaidable 
a rivaJ in bi> lordflup's favour, as I was likely to 
pcovt^ But her malevolent {hafts were aimed at m^ 
Ihiough my beloved fnend, to whom She wu contia- 
uallyihewiiignuskfiofbcrdilliie. Hercunnipgdi£la£- 
ing to her that his lordQiip would not ia^ei aay per- 
fon to treat me ill, with impunity, the took this me- 
thod to give me pain. Aad fbe could not have pur> 
jiied a more effeSual one. 

As I was at that time, and have ever lince beea 
fteady in my attachmeou, I could not bcu to fee my 
Maria treated thu* uqkindly. I therefore ufcd toy ia- 
tereft with his lordfhipto remove us fiiwna place thai 
was become difagreeable to-me on more accounts than 
ene. For though my Icvd Uved in all the fplendour 
a perfon of his rank is entitled to, aod indeed much 
beyond his income : yet his houfe had much more 
the appearance of a Turkifb feiaglio (ban the muiCon 
of an Englifh nobleman. To this rta^ ht added, 
that the gloom and hypocrify which were conlUntly 
vifible on the countenance .of his taany^ Duldnat, 
rendered it far from agreeable to' a young . creature 
whofe fpirits were, probably, too vqlatjla For the(e 
real'ons I prevailed upon hi| l<Hdlhi.p to i^yce us at 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Jones's, in £t James's-Strcet ; w6«ft, M hK 
Q>ent much of his time at WkiU't Chocdate-Houfe, 
he called in upon us fometimes twice a day. 

Here we found ourfelves very comforiably Jitwite^. 
But that comfort was not to be sf long dt)rati(»ii I 
now began to expcriemce the viciffitudes of fortime. 
For we had relided but a Qiort time at our new abdbc, 
before I loft my much-loved co9q)anion yRhFrazer. 
She was fcized with the meafka ; x\A, notwithltatid- 
ing every care, fell a viftim to that *forder. Thougb 
this young lady was' fome yean okkp than myfelff 
and of a more ferious difpofition, yet the regard Sii 
had always fhewn me was fb tender andt afle£Uotnt^ 
and fo indulgent was {he to my Stghca of ixacy, as 
file ufed to term them, that whilft I loved' ber an i 
friend, I revered her as a pu^cnt. 

There is, I believe, no imprelBon that aflefflj (o 
ftrongly ayoungmindasdiefiippofition^of bdrtgdea* 
to another. Thou^ ori^nating merely froift felf.* 
Ibve, it incites a reciprocation. Tbrvery idea tbM 
you are pleaHng, fUmulales you to i%nder youtf^f 
really fo, even though there be not that fbniladty* 
of maimers and di^fition on Which m laiioa 6t 
fouls is ufually- founded. 

My grief for the lofs of this amiable y^ng lady 

wasfoexceffive, that it endangered my hedth; and 

for fothe time it was^ apprebetided that- I<-fiioald 

C 6 gQ 
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go iato adecline. Upon this account Lord Tyraar- 
iqi took » little box in Bulhy Park, lo which in a 
few days we removed. The family now confiiled of 
his lordlbtp, Donna Aima, three giris, all by difierent 
mother;, and myfelf. The hoys were previoully 
fcnt to Mary^le-Bone fcbool, and my own brothei 
wu at fea. 

My lord's fondues for tne now knewnobotinds. 
He not only thought he perceived in my features the 
pcrfs£l refemblance of his own, but he flattered him- 
felf that, with the.aid of due cultivatioB, I fliould 
likewife inherit his wit, which was univerfally 
allowed to be really brilliant. 

Np t Idoj after we were at Bufhy-Park, Donna Anita 
^ad^he impudence to ailume the title of Lady TyraW' . 
iey, during a party of pleafure in which the- and the 
tbr^ young ladies were engaged; bis lordfhip was fo 
«ff4)ide4: tl^ereat, that he ordered tbem all to return 
to town. So that I now had the h^inefs of his 
loidlhi|iV company- for fix days in the week entirely 
tomyfeLf. On the remaning day [Sunday) he \ras 
always of his late majefly'sprivate party to Richmond. 
He .uTually returned to town the fame evening, and 
came to BuOiy the next day. 

Thc.con^any his lordihip brought vfith him, whiclt 
were chiefly the witty and the gay, foon perceived, 
that to nake their court to him, they muA be 
. ^ Uvifli 

, C-.ooylc 
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bvilli in tfacir praifes of me. Accordingl}', I became 
the objed of tbeir admiratioa, and was made 1o be- 
Ucvc that 1 was a£lually a phenomenDn. Till en- 
conraged by the flattery I daily received, I waj weak 
enough to conceit that I waa bleffed with talents 
which dame Nature had never, bellowed opoa ne^ 
Ob flattery ! dclufive charm ! bow great is tl^ 
power, and how pernicious are t^ eifefls! Evoi 
the old cannot withAand thy influence; kow then 
fhall the young? Open, generous, free as air, inca- 
pabie of deceit, and belleviag others as iincere as 
they spp^r to be; aSAf do fuch fall vifltms to thyt 
bewitched aits ! The vamty and coocett thou art 
the caufe of, leave a laAing impreflion on the mindi 
and too often taint the whole futiue life. MoA 
carefully then fliould our fex guardagainft the in- 
Gnuatiiig venom ! 

With this refleflion, the juflice of which 1 doubt 
not, Madam, but you will readily admit, I {hall 
conclude ray letter. And in. ray next propofe to 
entertain you with a laughable mftance of humbled 
vani^. 

G.A.B. 
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Oflober «8, 17— 
X.4ORD Tyrfooley having prohibited my read- 
ing Caflandra, the only romance in his libraiy, aoci 
on which a girl of ray ^c and lively di^ofitioa 
would naturally have firft laid her hands, prefcmng 
poetry to hiftory, I endeavoured to ieam Pope\ 
Homer by rote. In thif I made fuch proficiency, 
that in a fiiort time I could repeat the lirft three 
books. WhenI thought myfelf fufficientiy~perfe£t, 
I languifhed to be introduced to the incomparable 
author of them; not doubting but he would be as 
much channed with my manner of repeating " Tit 
wrath of Pelais' fon," as I myfelf was. ■ 

It was not till after I had frequently folicited Lor^ 
TyrauiUy upon this head, that he would liften to my 
requefl. At length, however, he ccxtfenied, and 
we fct ofF together for Twickenham. As I rode 
along, Jie fuggeflions of vanity overpowered every 
apprehenfion; and I was not a little elated when I 
rcfle£led on the confpicuous figure I was about to 
make. The carriage flopped at the door. We 
were introduced to this litile great man. But before 
I had time lo recoiled myftlf, or examine kirn, Ut. 
Pope rang the beil for hii houfekeepcr, and direfled 
ber 



C-.ooylc 



G. A. B 1 L L A H Y. 99 

ber (0 take Aft/>. and Oicw berths gardent, and give 
her as much fhiit as Ihc chofe to eat. 

How Hull I find words to expiefs the mortificaiioR 
I felt upon this occafioni It is not in tlie power of 
language to defcribe tbctrae Ctuationofmymind, <m 
fiodiDg my vanity thus humbled. It is to be fop- 
pofcd I was oat very complaifant to the old lady. 
But Qte did not long attend mc ; for we had fcarcely 
got into the gardens, before the pretended bufincfs, 
and left mc to admiie them, and eat fruit by myldf. 

I was not in the leaft difpleafed at the houfe- 
I:eeper'6 abrupt departure, . as it gave me leifureto 
meditate, and contrive fome method of refenting b 
grofs an affront offered to the iM/ant Dader. For no 
kfs a per&Qage in the world of literature did 1 fancy 
that I Ihould be, when my amazing powers had ac> 
quired per£E3ion. At laft I concluded to carry 
into execution the following plan of revenge : I 
deterinined never to read the cynic's tFantiadon of 
thelliadagain, Imt wholly to attach myfelf to .Z)ry- 
^'s VirgiL My heartCKuItsd inthe thought; and 
I experienced ihofe fweet lenlatioiis, which arifii 
iiota the hopes of being amply levenged for inftdu 
But whilfl I was indulging myl^' in this pleafing 
reverie, I was informed that the carriage waited, 

Ihaftcpedtoit; anil when I joined Losd 3}'risn<iey, 

jEovouL tbal be hadprevailod ea tbe Ead of <^e/Ur* 

field. 
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field, who had happened to come in jufl after my 
fuppofed difgrace, to accumpaoy us to Bufhy.- That 
ngbleman Toon made me amends for the treatment I 
lud JHil received, and removed the chagrin it had 
occaftoned. The elegant praifes of a Cheflerfield 
tranrponed my little heart, and atoned for the cafual ' 
contempt of a Pope. They filled my bofem with in~ 
conceivable pleafure^ and imprell upon my memoiy 
fuch a partiality for the beftower of them, as wa< 
never after eradicated. Indeed, the fevourahle opi^ 
nioD he honoured me with in my profeflion, was 
not a little flattering, and claimed my warmeft 
gratitude. 

In a fiiort time after this, Lonl Tyrawtey was 
nominated ambafiador to the conn of Raflia. Upon 
which occalitMi one of the ladies of quality belbre- 
mentitHied, defired Mrs. Jo'ks, at wboEe lho|» I hai 
firltbecn honoured with her notice, to inform hit 
lordihip, that flie fliouldbe hapj^ if he would permit 
me to refjde with her during his abfence. T^is 
was too great a favour to be declined. My lord ac- 
cordingly waited upon her ladyfliip, to return her 
thanJts for her condefcending ofTcr, and at' the lame 
time to mention to her, his prcdiibitioD agaioft my 
feeing my mother. 

That imbappy wonbtn bad Iat«ly nurried ' an 
f^er,. a fkm of Sir Gei^gt Walur^ quite ^dilfipatcd 
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boy, young enough to be her own child. As thi« 
unnatural uni<m had been di£)ated by palTion, fatlcty 
and difguA Toon followed; and her new h<ifband left 
her to join his regiment, which was (Rationed at 
Gibraltar. But before he went off, he ftript her of 
every thing valuable (he was polfeffed of, even to 
her apparel. This he took an opportunity of doing 
wkilft my mother was at the theatre; and be deco- 
rated, with her cloaihs, a woman that accompanied 
him abroad. Such generally are the confequencei 
of an union founded folely on paflion; efpecially 
wherethere is fo great a difparity of years. By fuch 
an imprudent connexion, the erring female draws on 
herfelf the contempt and ridicule of her own fex, 
and expofes herfelf to the licentious attacks of th« 
ether. 

Whether the diHrefTed litaation my mother found 
herfelf in, from the depredations committed on her 
property by her faithlefs huiband, induced her to - 
ytiSi to fee me, that I might be the means of affording 
iier fome relief; or whether her maternal feelings 
received additional vigour from her prefent diftrelTes^ 
I will not pretend to determine; butihe applied to 
the very fervant who had formerly met with fo rude, 
a ree^tion from her, and whom Ihe accufed of 
bringing to her a liippofitious child, to entreat that I 
would come and refide With her. In doing this, flie 
duubtlefs 
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doubtlefs had a view to the hun<Jred pouodi which 
Lord TyrawUy apnually allowed me for cloathi aat) 
other incideotal expences, and for paying my maid- 
fervant. 

As humanity has ever been my ruling paffion, X 
could not bear to think that my parent, although Qic 
had been unkind to me, was reduced to a lUte of 
poverty; affli£led with Ulnefs, and abandoned by the 
perfou who ought to have been her fupport and pro- 
lc3or; without feeling an inclinaiion to afford her 
all thea{£Aance in my power. Liflening, therefore, 
only to the duteous impulle, } took wiib nie the fmall 
finn of money I bafqwncd to have by roe, together 
with my watch, which was of conlider^le value, aa4 
a few other trinkets, and haftencd to my mother'* 
boufe, without even taking leave of the bdy who 
bad kindly protefled me. I blufli at the recoUefUon; 
s» her ladyfliip certainly defcrved a more gra'e&d 
return. But tendemefs for anaffe£ied parent (i^ 
prcfled, at that time, every otiier confideration. 

My mother feemed to Mve to make atonement 
for the flight flie had formerly Iheivn mc, by evwy 
proof of indulgent fondnels. This affectionate atten- 
tion made me ample amends for the fofs of that 
fplendour and elegance I had J ull left ; and I efleemed 
myfelf quite happy. The little money I had brou^t 
wicb me, waa, however, but a temporary relief. 
Whea 

,, C-.ooylc , 
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XVhen that was expended, my motber borrowed as 
much as flie could upon my watch aod trinkets, in 
hopes that would fupply our necefllties till my 
quarter's fallaiy was due. But when that wifhed~for 
hour arrived, to our great mortification, we found 
that it would no longer be paid up, on account of my 
removal. My mother now difcovcred, that inilead 
of alleviating her owij diArefTes, by enticing me to 
be with her, Ihe-had added two perfons to her famll}^ 
who were obliged to look up to her for fupport. 

An opportunity prefeniing itfcif here, by my being 
about to eater on a new fcene of hfe, for breaking 
off, leQ I Ihould tire you, as I have done myfelf, { 
Jhall lay down my pen, as foon as I have alTured you 
tliat I am, 

Madam, &c. £tc. 

C. A. B. 



Nov. Si >7— 
xlOW blind are mortals to the liiture t And 
&am what trivial and ^arently accidenul circum- 
fiances do the fuccefs or misfortunes of our live» 
originate! ' To inleiul fof the bed is all that lies in 
our powers the event depends on " that unfeen hand 
wluch makes all our moves." I^ns my imprudent 
remeval 
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removal from the proteflion of the noble patronefs tw 
whofe care I had been commitlcd by Lord TyrawUy, 
though the motive was in Tome meafnre allowable, 
«s it proceeded from filial affcflion, laid the foun- 
dation of all thofe errors and fubfequent misfortunes 

which have been rtiy lot.- But to proceed with 

my narrative At ihe latter end of the fcafon pre- 
vious to that wherein I entered into the fervicc of 
Malpomene, of ivhich I (hall give you an account in 
due time, Mr. Bridgewatcr, one of the performers 
«t Covent-Carden Theatre, intreated my mother to 
let me play the comic charafler of Mifs Prue, iii 
Love for Love, for his benefit; wliich 1 accordingly 
did>* 

The mention of this circumflance has revived 
in my memory', an anecdot relative to that performer, 
which may probably prove entertaining, as well as 
give an idea of his profeffional merit. 

Mr, Bridgezuater, who was by trade a coal-merchant, 
was, in fame caft of characters, a good aflor, but 
extremely indolent; and no man ever poffeffed a 
a greater Oiare of ciiriofity, Mrs. HoTton, who was 
very beautiful, but an indiflerent performer for the 
capital parts flie undertook, knowing thefe failings 



* Ttiii circumnance was orniticd, ibiough forgetfalnefs, l» 
ibe fbimctcditioii], and apologUedfor in vol. vi. 
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in ier feltow comedian, took u into her head, one 
evening, to make a tiial to what a height Ix woulct 
cany the latter, and at the fame time endeavour to 
coiie£l the former. She accordingly told him, juft 
as he was about to go on, in the chara61er-of Leon- 
tine, in " Theodolius," that Oie had fomeihing of 
gpeat importance to inform him of, when became olF. 

BridgewaUr no fooner heard ibis, than the pro- 
penfity which was fo natural to him, inflantly hiazed 
forth, and maiehim earneftly entreat the lady to 
acquaint him with what it was, prior to his going on. 
Before he could obtain an anfwer, the perfon who 
called to the hook, came 10 let him know that the 
Aage flood for want of him. But fo acute was his 
defire of knowing the fecret, that, notwithflanding 
the bufinefs of the ftage was interrupted by the delay, 
and the audience might have been difpleafed at the 
chafm in the piece, yet he could not forbear, even 
at fo critical a time, rene^^ing bis entreaties that the 
lady would gratify his impatience. Upon which 
Mrs. Horton laughingly replied, " Bridge, was you 
" always in fuch a hurry, you would be an excellent 
" aaor." 

My mother had contrafled an intimacy of the moft 

friendly nature with a lady who was lately arrived 

from the £afi-Indies, where her hufband was thei^ 

a govemor. This lady, whofe name was yackfon, 

had 
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had come over to England for the educauoti of Iicr 
two daughters, and reRtled in Montpelier-Row^ 
Twickenham, on account of her ill' ftate of healihi 
She was generous to exccfs ; a propenfiiy which her 
hulband enabled her to indulge, by allowing her A 
very confiderable income. As illnefs prevented her 
from going out, or feeing much company, (he in- 
vited my mother to paTs the fummer with her. My 
mother accepted the invitation, and at the conclufion 
of the feafon at the theatre, took me down wiili her. 
Upon our arrival I was introduced to the young ladies, 
Tvho were about my own age, and who fcemed to vie 
with each other to gain the firft place in my afleflionsi 
As we were walking out one evening, we were 
overtaken by the celebrated Mrs. Woffipgloti. Hav- 
ing been at the fame theatre in Dublin with my 
mother, Ihe politely fainted her, and feemed deftroii) 
of renemng the acquuntance which had once fub- 
filled between them. My mother (hewing no reluct 
tance on her part, Mrs. Wqffinglon gave her a preffing 
inflation to fpend fomc time with her at her houfe 
~ at Teddington, whither Hie was then goiiig; and 
dcfired her to bring me vnth her. 

Some miexpe£ted company coming down foon 

after, to vilit MVs. Jack/on, we took that o^rartunity 

to accept the invitation Mrs. Woffington had given 

lu. Suriog OQF &.vf at her (iAct's, I became ic- 

quatntei] 
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^uainted with Mr. Skeri^x, a celdirated aBor, ami 
« competi(or of the incoinparable Garrici. Thii 
gentleman invited us to his apartments, which were 
generally crowded with Irifh gentlemen from the 
college of Dublin. Rofdus, at this time, languifiied 
to be reconciled to Mrs. Woffingfon, with whom be 
had formerly lived uptm terms of intimacy. For 
this purpofc he obtruded himfelf in the houfe of a 
gentleman at Kingllon, of whofe talents, which 
were great, he was jealous to a degree, though thef 
lay in a different line of aSing. Mr. Sheridan* hof- 
pitality was as well known as Garrici's parCmony ; 
of which the latter condcfcended to avail himfelf. 
Iflatto-myfelfl (hall be credited at this aiTertion, as 
I declare I have no reafon to be partial to the former, 
as will appear in the courfe of the enfuing letters. 

The general tt^ic of converfation among my pre- 
fent aObctates was confined to theatrical affairs; 
with which I was totally luiacquainted till I was in- 
troduced' into this circle. ^The charms of novelty, 
however, reitderetlL it agreeable. Whilfi we Aaid 
here, itwas agreed on to peifonn the tragedy ofthe 
*' I^ftrefled Mother," in order to make a trial of 
iJfiSkPoUy Woffington'i abilities, who was intended 
by ber fiAer for the lUge. My mother and &&&> 
Woffingtan played the attendants ; Mr. Garrici, Oref- 
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tc*; Mr. SuiiivaH, a Fellow of Triniiy-CoUege, 
Dublin, Pyrrhus; yi^ihJVoffingion, Hermione; and 
Andromache fell to my lot. 

In tlus performance, thougli my firft,* yiT.Garrick 
obfcr\'ed that I was much more in eatneft than the 
young lady who had been accuflomed to theatiical 
amufeinents. And though I was inferior in beauty 
to my fair rival, and without the adv 'ntages of drefs, 
which fiie enjoyed, yet, the laurel was beflowed upon 
me. All the people of faihion in the neighbourhood 
" honoured our barn with their prefence. Among tlicfe 
was the late Sir Willicait Young, who gave it as hit 
opinion that I fliould make a Jigure in a capital line, 
if ever I came upon the ftage. 

Upon our return to Twickenham, we found our 
good friend Mri. Jtukfon, fo mtich indifpofed, that 
her life was defpaired of. Howe\-er, through my 
motlier's care, and a favourable crifis in her diforder, 
fte was in a fliort time out of danger. But the 
air of the country being judged by her phyficians to 
be too keen for her, (he took a houfe in Henrietta- 
Street, Co venl- Garden; where my mother, who had 



" I( might in feft be called my lirft EITav ; for, tbc former 
wai fo triOing, I afiually forgot it when I wrote my Apolngy, 
and (bould not have rccolIc£l.-d ir, had I not Gnce been 
reminded of it by an unknown Correrpondcoi. 

now 
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tiow declined a profelHon fhe bad never been calculated 
ifoT, was eafily prevailed upon to become her guefi. 
About this time a letter wa« received by Du VaU 
from Lord Tyrawley, in anfwer to one he had wrote 
■him, in which his Lordflitp not only declared he 
would not aHow me any fuppon, but renoimced me 
^ar ev«-. So highly was he exafperated agaicft me 
-far difregarding his injunftions. As I loved his 
lordfliip -fiqwrior to the whole world, this letter har- 
rowed up ray veiy foirf. Nor did it give much left 
anguilh to my poor mother ; who now became fen- 
fible of her indircretion in having induced me to 
leave fo eligible a fituation as his lordfliip had placed 
•me in, and thereby forfathis favour, merely to pro- 
aire herfelfa temponrry relief- We were, however, 
obliged to fiibmit, and refign ourTclves to that fate 
which couM not now be averted.— I have often 
thought fince, as I have pondered o'er my misfor- 
tunes, that we owe the greatell part of the miferies 
■we experience to o\xx impatience. Not patient enough 
to let the defigns of Providence, even when they 
appear to be in a favourable train, regularly and 
gradually dev^op, we fancy we can get poflelfion of 
the objefl: we haye in view by a fliorter method ; and 
having, through our want of difcemment, broke one 
of the links iA the chain, the wifbed-for happinefs is 
{One for ever. 

v-OL. I. D Forgive 
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Forgive roe, my dear Madam, for interfperfinr 
here and there ihefe moral inflexions. They at once 
^ive eafe to my mind, and when they fiiall reach the 
public eye, may prove ferviceable to the weaker fcx; 
which may probably be admitted as fome atonement 
for the errors that have occaConed them. 

My mother having a long account to fettje ,with 
Mr. Jiich, the falaries at that time not being very 
regularly paid, &e had frequent occafions for calling 
athishoufe. And as I had contra6ied an intimacy 
with the young bdies, his daughters, to whom I 
had oeen introduced before we went into the country, 
] Was happy to attend my mother whenever flie went. 

One evening, as I was upon a vifit there, wf 
agreed among ourfelyes to afl " OthcUo." They 
lent me the play, that I might learn my part, which 
was to bethat of Othello, and promifed me, as it wa'i 
foonto be performed at the theatre, a feat in their 
box to fee it. When we were perfefl. jn the words, 
we began to rehearfe. During the rehearfal, as we 
were only playing for our own amufcment, and I con- 
cluded we were not overheard, I gave free fcope to my 
fancy and my voice; and I really believe our per- 
formance was more perfe^, as it was truly natural, 
than if it had been aided with the Jludied graces of 
{)rofeSorg. As I was raving in all the extremity of 
jealous madnefs, Mr. Aurjiactydentally paDed bythe 
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Toom in which we were iche^fing. AttraAed, aa 
'fee afterwrards faid, by thepowMiul fweetnefs of the 
Moor's voice, which he declared to be fuperior to 
any he bad ever heard, he liAened without iDtetTupt> 
ing our performance ; but as foon as it was con- 
'Cluded, he entered the room, and paid me a thoufand 
compliments on my theatrical abihties. Among 
other things he faid, (bat in his opinion I fhould 
make one of the firft aflrefles in the world j adding, 
that if I could turn my thoughts to the flage, he 
Oiould be happy to engage me. 

Not a little vain of receiving thefe encomiums from 
-a perfon, who from bis fituation muft be a competent 
(judge, I went home and informed my mother c^ 
what had happened. At firft fhe was averfe to my 
accepting the propofal, having experienced herfelf all 
the difadvantages attendant on a theatrical life; but 
Mrs. Jackfon uniting her perfuafions with thofe o£ 
Mr. Bick, Die at length confented. She, however, 
complied only on conditions that the manager would 
^(Ture her of his fupporiing me in a capital line. 
This Mr. Rick agreed to, do; and that the more 
readily, as, in his opinion, the ladies belonging to his 
theatre were not altogether fuited either for the cha- 
rafters of young heroines in tragedy, or of fprightly 
"girls in genteel comedy. Mrs-Hortsn had nothing 
but i, beautiful face to recommend her; Mr. Prit- 
D s chard's ' 
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cAari/'s forte lay in a different walk; and Mn. C/ive'-a 
merit was always fo unrivalled, that whatever I can 
fty in pralfe of that darling daughter of Tkaiia, will 
not equal her deffirt. 

Here, as 1 am now arrived at another paincipal 
sera of my life, that of my entrance into the theatrical 
world, permit me, Madam, to give a little refpite to 
my aching fingers. 

O. A. B- 



J. SIT down once more, Madam, to continue 
my narrative. My entrance on my theatrical career 
is, if I recolleft, to be the contents of this letter. 

At the time I entered into an engagement with 
Mr. Rich, I was juft fourteen; of a figure not 
elegant, a powerful voice, light as the goflamer, of 
inexhaullible fpirits, and poflelTed of fome htunoui:. 
From thefe qualifications he formed the moil fanguine 
hopes of my fuccefs, and determined that I (hould 
immediately make trial of them. I had perfcftei! 
myfelf in the two charafiers of Monimia and Athe- 
Dais, and according to my own judgment had made 
, no inconfiderabic proficiency in them, The fonner 
was fixed on lot my firfl appearance. 

Mt 
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Mr. Rich now thought it time to introduce me to 
Mr. Quin, then the moft capital performer at Covem- 
Garden ; and capital he was, indeed, in thofe cha- 
ca£lers which liis figure fuited. This gentleman, at 
that period, governed the theatre with a rod of iron, 
Mr. Riih, though the proprietor, was, through his- 
indolence, a mere cypher. He was, however, when 
he had refolved on any thing, the mofl detcnnined o£ 
men. After waiting fome time at the door of the 
lion's den, as the people of the theatre haddenomt- 
nated Mr, Quirt's drefling-room, we were at length, 
admitted. It is necelTary here to obferve, that this- 
gentleman never condefccnded to enter the Green- 
Room, or to mix with the other performers, all of 
whom h& was unacqtiainted with, except Mr. Ryan^. 
f»r whom he entertained a particular friendibip, 
which lafted till Mr. Ryan's death. 

He no fooner heard Mr. Rich propofe my appear- 
ing in the charaSer of Moaimia, than with- the moft 
fovereign contempt, he cried out, " It will not do, 
Sir," Upon which, the manager, to his infinite 
fuqirife, replied, " It (hall do, Sir." I was fo 
frightened at Mr. Qain's aufiere deportment, that 
bad he requefted me to give him a fpecimen of mjr 
abilities, it would not have been in my powec Sut 
he held me too cheap to put me to the triaL After 
fome further altercation had palTed, which wai not 
D 3 much 
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much in my favour, Mr. Quin at laft deigned to look 
ai me, faying, at iJie fame time, " Child, I would 
*' advife you to play Serina, before you think of 
" Monimia." Thisfarcafm roufedmyfp'irits, which 
beforewere much funk, and I pertly replied, " If I 
" did. Sir, I fliould never live to play the Orphan. "^ 

Still, however, he infrfled on the impropriety of a. 
child's attempting a chara£ler of luch importance. 
But thereat caule feemed tobe,.thathewasconfciout. 
he himfelf could play the charafier c^yoang Chamant 
with very httle pr'opriuy ; as neither his age nor 
figure by any means fuit&d it, and as Mr. Garrick had 
gained fo much reputation in the charafter. H» 
concluded with faying, if Mr. /?i'<:Aperfifted infuchan 
abfurd refoluiion, he would publicly declare his fen- 
timents upon the fubjefl ; and further, that he would, 
not ^tend the rehearfals ; being perfuaded the ma-- 
nager ^ould feverely repent his having countenahced 
fo improper an exhibition. 

It may be fuppofed that this converfation was not 
very pleating to me. As for Mr. Rick, the oppofi- 
Uon he met with, feemed to increafe his refolution; 
and taking me by the hand, lie led me out of the 
Dreffing-Room, affuring me aloud, that, let who 
would oppofe.he would proteft me; and would let 
every one in the company know that he would be 
the Mafler of it, when Iw chok to be at the trouble. 
Sefore 

, C-.ooylc 
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Before he quitted the fccnes, he ordered the prompter 
to call a reheaifal of the " Oiphan" the next morn- 
ing. When that hour arrived, the two gentlemen 
who were to play my lovers, Caftalio and Polydore, 
in order to pay their court to Mr. Qidn, did not 
think proper to appear, Mr. Richf however, lo 
convince them he Uould be obeyed, fined them more 
than the ufual mulft. Even Serina, who was only 
an attendant upon tragedy Queens, fmiled contemp- 
uoufly on the jroor Orphan. 

Mr. Rich kindly endeavoured, hy every means in . 
his power, to fupport me under this mortifying op' 
pofition ; and he took a very effeflual method of 
dding it. The drefTes of the theatrical ladies 
were at this period very different. The Empreffet- 
and Queens were confined to black velvet, except on 
sxtraordinaiy occafions, when they put on an em- 
broidered or tiCue petticoats The young' ladie* 
generally appeared in a cafi gown of fome perfcm of 
quality; and as at this epoch the women of that deno- 
mination were not bleft with the tafte of the prefent 
age, and had much more ceconomy, the llage brides- 
and virgins often made their appearance in altered 
habits, rather foiled. As the manager had in his 
juvenile days made the fair fex his principal ftudy, 
and found the love of drefs their darling foible, he 
concluded that, as a true daughter of £vf, I was not 
D 4. exempt 
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exempt from it. He therefore thought there coold! 
be no better method of putting me in a good humouE 
with myfelf, and compenfating for the affronts I' 
had lately received, than by taking me to his mercer's, 
and. permitting me to choofe the cloatbs I wasiO' 
appeai: in. A circiunllaiKe which evinced his par* 
tiality, as he had always been unwilling to indulge- 
even his firft performers in this point. 

The following morning Callalio and Polydore at- 
tended the ^ehear^t),^ but. my brother Chamont'was. 
inexorable. Mr. Hale mumbled over Callalio, and 
Mr. Ryan wkiflUd Poljdore. This gentleman, from, 
the accident of having been fliot in the mouth by 
ruffians, had a tremor in his voice, which, till you 
were accullcHned to it, ivas very difagreeable. But 
from bis utility in playing every night, the difcordanca 
' of it grew lamiliar to the ear, and was- not fo dif. 
pleaGng, I have often heard Mr. Garrick fay, that 
the grcateft part of bis nierit in the cliara£ler of 
Richard, arofe from the obfervaiionshe hadmadeon.-*. , 
Mr. Ryan's manner of playing it. 

Mr. Ryan might truly have been denominated, in. 
the theatrical phrafe, a wear and teaj- man ; that is,, 
one who had conllant employmen^ and fills a part. 
in almoll every piece that is performed. This fre- 
quently occafioned his coming late to the theatre. I 
have kcown him come at the time the laft mufic hat 
been. 
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been playing; when he has accolled the flioe4)lack 
at th^ flage door in his ufual tremulous tone (which it 
is impollible to give thofe an idea of on paper that 
never -heard it, but thole who have, will eafilyre- 
col]e£l it) with, boy, clean my fhoes. 

As foon as this needful operation has been per- 
formed, he has haftened to his drefling room, and 
having hurried on an old laced coat and waiftcoat, 
not a little the worfe for wear, a typ wig pulled buck- 
ilhly over, his forehead, and in the identical black 
worftead ftockings he had on when he entered the 
boufe, ordered the curtain to be drawn up. Thus 
adorned, he would then make his appearance in the 
charafler of Lord Townky ; and, in the very tone of 
voice in which he had addreffed bis intimate of the 
brulh, eKcIairor 

" Why did I muiy; wa* it not evident, &c;^ 

And in the lame harfh monotony did that ^ntleman 
fpeak every part be played. 

I have not introduced the foregoiiig,ciirc)nn&ancet 
to ridkule Mf. Syan ; as from the acknowk^ment 
of Mr. Carrki, before iulerted, he was a juft as 
well as ufefid aSor ; bm to point out the real ftate of 
the theatrical cummiaity. at the period .1 wat iH' 
lerefled in JL 

D 5 It 
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It win likewire be feen from it, that the drefc of 
the gentlemen, both of the fock and bulkin, was full 
as abfurdas that of the ladies. WbilAiheemprelTesanci 
^ueeni appeared in black velvet,aiid,upon extraordinary 
occafioas, with the additional finery of an embroidere<) 
ortiflue petticoat; andtheyounger part ef the females,, 
in caft gowns of peribas of quality, or altered haBits 
father foiled ; the male part of the dramatis perfunic 
firutted in tarnilhed laced coats and waidcoats, full 
bottoii or tye wigs, and black worftead flockings. 

Having an opportunity of feeing the piece per- 
formed at Drury-Lane Theatre the night before my 
appearance, it made me more acquainted with the- 
jeu de theatre than twenty rehearfals would have done. 
The public, who always inclined to the humane fide, 
and efpoufe the caufe of the injured, as foon a» the 
treatment I met with was known, took umbrage at 
what they termed ilhberal proceedings towards a 
young adrefs, and I believe in the end, the oppofition 
that was formed againll me was of advantage to me. 
I own I was fomewhat alarmed when 1 reflefled on 
my prefumption in appearing in fo capital a chara^r 
after the inimitable Mrs. Cibher. 

At length the dreadful evening arrived. — But as fo 
interefting an event, the bare recolleftion of which I 
*ill tremble at, fnrely deferves to be recorded in a letter 
bv itfelf, I Ihall here put an end to this. 

C. A. B; 
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Nov. a;-, 17-j 
JL H £ dreaded evening at length arrived. Pre- 
vious to it, Mr. Quin having in all companies declared' 
it as his opinion, that IQiouldnot fucceed; Mr.Rki, 
on the contrary, having been aslavifh in my praife; 
the public curioCty was much niore excited, than if 
there had been no contention about me. The curtain 
drew up to a fplendid audience, which feldom hap- 
pened at Covent-Garden Theatre, except when a 
new or revived pantomime was reprefented; 

It is impoflible to defcribe my fenrations.on my 
fir/l entrance. I was fo much dazzled by the lights, 
and fiunned by the repeated plaudits, that I was foF 
fome time deprived both of memory and voice. I 
flood like a ftatue: Till compalSon for my youth, 
and probi61y fome prepofTelhon for my figure, and 
dre/i, which was fimply elegant, a circumllance not 
Very cuflomary, induced a gentleman, who was dic- 
tator to thepit, and therefore ludicrouQy denominated- 
Mr. Tozon,* to call out, and order the curtain to 
be dropped, till I could recover my confiifion. 

This caufed Mr. Qian to exult fo much, that Mr. 
Mich intieaied me in the moft eameft maimed to exert 

• Mr. dutiy. 

my 
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my powen. But his entreaties were uie(fe£luaL For 
when I made the next attempt, myappreheniions fo 
totally overpowered me, that I could fcarcely be 
Iieard in the fide>boxes. The applaufe, indeed, was- 
lb univerfal, during the fir-ft a£t, for what did not 
Teach the ears of the audience, that had I pofTefled' 
my full powers of exertion, they could not have pro- 
fited by themv 

The manager having pledged himlelf foi>my fuccefsi 
ke had planted all his friends in different part» of the ' 
boufe, to infure it. But when he found that I wax- 
unable to raife my fpiiits, he was as diAra^ed as if' 
his own fete, and that of his theatre, haddepended- 
ilpon it. 

He once more bad recoarfe t«- perfuafion and en- 
couragentent.; but nothing could roufe me from my - 
ftupidity till thefourth'a£l. This was the critical' 
period which was to detertnine my hie. By this- 
criterion was li aaanaffarefs; to Hand dr ^11. When, 
to the aftoniflunent of the audience, the furprile of 
theperfonneis, and the exulution of the manager, t 
Iclt myfelf fuddenly infpired. I blazed out at oncC' 
with nieridian fpleodour;. and Z acquitted myfelf- 
throughout the whole of this moft arduous part of the- 
charaflcr, in which even many veterans have &ikd, 
with the greatefi ecUt. 

Mr. 
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Mt. Quin was ^oJafcinaUd (as he exprefled himfclf) 
at this unexpetled exertion,' that he waited behind 
tbefcenes till thecondufion of thea£l;. when lifting 
me up from the ground in a traufport, he exclaimed 
aloud, " Thou art a. divine creature, and the true 
fpirit is in thee." The audience, llkewife,. honoured< 
me with the higheH marks of their approbation. As> 
for Mr. Rick, he- exprefTcd as much triimiph upon, 
this occaGenr as be uTually did on.tbe fuccefs of one. 
of his darling pantomimes. 

The performers,, who,, half aa hour before, had 
looked upon me as an ebjefl of pity, now crowded, 
around me to load me with compliments of gratula- 
tion. And Mr. Quin, in order to compenfate for 
the contempt with which he had treated me, was 
warmer, if poflible, is hit eulogiums, than he had. 
been in. his fai^afms. 

This,. I own, appears to be a bold aflertion, as the- 
pungent fait of his fatire often got the better of ^ 
goodnefs of his heart ; which I have reafon to thin^ 
one of the baft that ever inhabited mortal's bofom* 

The. novelty; of fuch fuccefs attending a oii/i/ (for 
firom my appearance I ccmid not be judged to be fa 
old as I really was) againA the united force of a Gar* 
rick and a Cihber, attra£led the notice of the pubKc 
& much, that the piece was perfonned three nigbt» 
fitccdlivejy. Tliu wat a fingular cimuaflanoe at 
^at 
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that time, as the " Orphan" w-as an old play, much 
hackneyed, and fupponed by only one charafter. 
For thoingh Mr. guzn was nioftjnftly celebrated, as 
J have already obferved, in every charafter which his ■ 
figure and time of life fuited, }et as he was now near- 
lixty, and rather corpulent, he ceruinly was a very- 
unfit brother for a girl of my age. So flattering a' 
reception, it may be naturally fuppofcd, elated a heart 
rendered vain by praifes fuipafling my moll fanguine' 
expeflations. 

Mr. Quin being thus become my friend, te made 
enquiry relative to my mother's charafter and cir- 
cumflances, with which he appeared to be totally 
unacquainted, notwithfianding fhe had performed at 
the fame theatre with him for years. Being fatisfied 
with the enquiries he made, he was determined not 
ro oblige by halvesi Finding I was the reputed' 
daughter of his old friend Lord Tyrawley, in order 
not to alarm our fears, or mortify the dignity of our 
minds, he enclofed a bank biH in a blank cover, ani 
fent it to my mother by the penny-poft. And, not 
fatisfied with having adminiftered to our wants, he' 
took every opportimity of fliewingus refpefl. In par- - 
ticular, he favoured me with a general invitation t<J- 
the fuppera he ufually gave four timesa week; enjoining 
meatthefametimenever to come alone; "becaufe,"as 
he jocularly laid, " he waa not too old to be cenfured." 
All. 
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An the literati of the age frequented thefe panies, 
where wit, repartees, bon-mot;, ooQviviality, and 
good cheer, went hand in hand. The converfation. 
at thefe repafts turned on the literary produflions of 
the day. And asuioft of the gentlemen prefent 
were themfelves authors, they either candidly acknow- 
ledged the merit of the works which were the fubjeft 
•f difcuiTion, or with pcrfeft good-breeding, and 
true critical knowledge, pointed out their defefls. 

It is worthy of remark, diat all chaniflers have 
tbeir bright and fhaded parts^ Hie more fplendid 
the one, the deeper generally are the traits of the 
ether. Thus it was with Mr. Quin; who, with the 
moft liberal mind and benevolent heart, had his whims, 
his prepoffeffions, and his prejudices; m^ny of 
which he frequently expreffed in language fqmewhat 
too farcaflic, and not over delicate. But perfeElion- 
is not to be expefted in this tranfitory ftate; 

The following incident will afford you a trifling 
fpecimen of fome of my worthy friend Mr. Quin's- 
peculiarities, and confirm what I have juft obfcrved' 
of him, that with the moft liberal mind, and bene- 
volent heart, he° had his whims, his prepdfreflions,. 
and tus prejudices. 

GaTTick once took it into his head to play Othello, 

and in nMoori/k drefs: an alteration which was not' 

only abfurd in the extreme, as it muft naturally be 

liippofed 
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fijppofed a Venetian general would uTualty weai z- 

Venetian habit ; but as it tended to make his own 

figure more petit- than it really was^ which was quite 

unnecefTaiy. 

After the performance, a gentleman called in upon 
Mr. Qtiin to give him an account of it. When the 
latter, with the utmoft good humour, exclaimed^ 
" You muft be miftaken, my dear fiiend, the little 
" man could not appear as the Moor, he muft rather 
" look like Defdemona's. little Had boy that attends 
" her toa-kettle." 

And, indeedr thi& (^fervatibnof Mr. Quin'& wai- 
notmerelya witty impromptu, hut it was founded on 
truth ; for the great Ro/dus not feeling himfelf equal 
to the chara^er, and confcious of the degradation of' 
fais figure in it,, never ventured to perform it again^ 
No man wa« pofTeOed of a greater fund of wit ai)d- 
humour than this worthy friend of mine ; and his^ 
comparifons were alwa)|g jufi ani flriking, as. the fol- 
lowing inftance (which I camiot foibear. ^ving you,, 
though perhaps by thus running from one Itory to 
another you may accufe me of garrulity) will prove- 
As.! was about to qpit the rooms one.evening at. 
Bath, he haAoied- after me, and infifted- i^on my 
returnii^. I could not conceive what could occafion 
this interruption to my puipofa, till I heard faim ex* 
glain,, '* Come back, my dear girl,, and lee a minuei. 
danced 
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d^aoced vpoahroaiwhals" Induced by the oddity 
of the comparifon, I complied with hit requcft; 
when I beheld a lady moving a minuet with infinite 
grace, but of a Jize which juftifyed the adoption o£ 
Mr. Quin's idea, as Ibe was pofleOed of mudi more 
than is ufually termed the emionfeirU. 

From fame paffages in feveial of the foregoing, 
letters, U may be obfeiVed, that learned converiations 
were not unacceptable to me. And I found my- 
judgtnent more enlightened by the remarks made at 
Mr. Quin's petit fouptrs, than if I had read all the 
literary groduflions which made their appearance at. 
that time. Mrs. Jfafi^n ufually did me the honour 
to accompany' me there; where Oie one evening 
met with a relation (he had not feen for fome 
years; andwha Oiould thi»be, but Ms. Thomfoft, a* 
gentlonan not lefs celebrated for his goodnefs, than- 
iot his adroinO)le poetical works, " The Seafons, &c." 

Whilft Mr. Qfdn is the immediate fubJe£L ofmy 
pen, X will beg leave to relate an anecdote of him^ 
which wiU be for ever imprinted on my memory,, 
and does infinite honour to his. During the time 
he had the chief direflion at Csvent-Garden Theatre,, 
he revived " The Maid's Tragedy," written by Beau- 
mont and Fletcher. In it he played the charafler of 
Melantius; Mrs. PrUchard, Evadne; and myfdf, 
Afpafia. One day, after the rehearfaJ wis finilhed, 
he 
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he defired to fpeak with me in his drelTnig-rooiTi. As 
he had always carefiilly avoided feeing me alone, I 
was not a little furprifed at fo unexpefled an invita- 
tion. My apprehenfions even made me fear that I^ 
had, by fome means or other, offended a man, whom' 
I really loved as a father. My fears, however, were 
not of long duration. For as foon as I had entered. 
his drefling-room, he took.me by the hcind, with a 
fmile of ineffable benignity, and thus addreffed me ; 
" My dear girl ; you are vaftly followed, I hear. Do^ 
" not let the love of finery, or any other induce- 
" ment, prevail upon you to commit an indifcrea- 
" tion. Men in general are rafcals. You are young, 
"and engaging, and therefore ought to be doubly 
" cautious. If you want any thing in my power^ 
" which money can purchafe, come to me, and. 
" fay, " James Qain, give me fuch s thing,"' and; 
" my purfe ftial! be always at your fervice." The tear 
of gratitude flood in my eye, at this noble tnffance 
©f generofity; and his own gliftened with that at 
humanity and felf- approbation.. 

With a flory, fo much to the honour of that wor- 
thy man, and fo pleaCng, even in recolleftion, to 
siyfelf, wiJl 1 conclude this letter.. 

G. A. B. 
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Dec. 7, i?— . 
What Ihtle merit I. had, was foon after ren- 
dered more conrpicuous by my undertaking the part 
of Eudofia, in " The Siege of Damafcus," at a 
night's notice, on the fudden indifpofition of Mrs.. 
Pntchard. Upon thefe occalions, the audience are- 
always peculiarly indulgent, and fo I found them^ 
The public thought they difcovered from this promp- 
titude, indelible marks of genius, much fuperior tO' 
thofe naturally to be expeflcd from a girl To recently 
engaged in a prufellion, aperfefl knowledge of which: 
was only to be attained by a length of time, and the 
clofeft application. 

X bad likcwife,. about this period^ the happinefs to. 
acquire the approbation and patronage of two ladies- 
of the firft diiUnfiion ; the laleDutchefsof jWo«/ii^wf, ■ 
then Lady Cardigan, and her Grace of QueenflxTry. 
Both thcfe ladies favoured me with their fupport, io 
far as to grace the theatre when ever I peflbrmed, ' 
An attentioji which was the more flattering, as thfr 
latter had not honoured a playhoufe with her prefcnce- 
fmc€ the death of her fevouritc Gay. 

As Mr. Rich could not atford, from the receipts 

of. the theatre, to allow me a falary equal to the fuc- 

cds 
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cefj I met with, and the coital parts I performeJJ 
lie gave me a benefit, free of all expences, upon one 
of his own nights, in order to prevent difcord in the 
company. Though the public appeared to be much' 
interelted in my favour, yet as !■ had but few friends^ 
except thofe who out of civility to Mr. Quia efpoufed- 
my intcrell, I had very little reafon to expe^ that 
it would prove lucrative.. 

S<Mne days before that fixed for my benefit, I re- 
ceived a' mefTage whilft I was at the theatre, to be at; 
QuoeHlberry-Houfeihe next day by twelve o'clock^ 
As- 1 thought k likewife incumbent- on mo to wait on 
the Countefs oi Cardigan, who bad honoured mc 
with equal marks-' of approbation, I dreHed myfelf 
«arly,. and,, taking a chair, went firA to Priv}'-Gar- 
den. I had there every reafon to be pleafed with- 
tbe reception her ladylhip gaye me, who joinedpo- 
litcnef^ to every virtue^ 

But ar Qtmnfberry-Hbufe, my receptTon was far- 
otherwife. Hte Grace was determined to mortify 
ray vanity, before the promoted my interell. Quite 
elated with .Lady Cardigan^ flattenng behaviour, I 
ordered the chairmen to proceed, to Queenfberry-- 
Houfe. Soon after the rat-ut had been given, and 
my name announced to the porter, the groom of the-- 
chambers appeared. I deCred him to acquaint her 
Coce,. that I was come to wait upon her.. But. 

hOM,'. 
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5\Dw was I fuiprifed, when he returned and informefl 
me, that her Grace knew no fuch pcrfon ! . My 
^Itonifliment at this raeflage was greatly augmented, 
tiy the certainty I entertained of a ready admittance. 
I alTured the domeftic, that it was hy the Dutchefs's 
own dire£lions, I had taken the liberty to wait on 
her. To which he replied, that there muft have 
been fome miflake in the deKvcry of it. In this 
inortif}'ing fituation, 1 had nothing to do, but return 
home. Ludicrous and humiliating as the foregoing 
fcene muft be, I cannot avoid relating it, as it may 
ferve as a ielTon to many, who too readily give way 
lo the impulfes of vanity. Young minds arc natu- 
xally prone to it. Mine confequenily was. And thii 
well-timed rebuke, however grating, was the greateft 
proof of regard her Grace could have given me. 

I went home with no very pleafing fenfations, as 
I -expefled to recei-ve the taunts of a female relation 
Upon the occafion, who had lately arrived froffi 
Ireland, and on whom my mother doated. As this 
pcrfon will be frequently mentioned in the courfe c»f 
my narrative, and was the caufe of many of the in- 
conveniences I afterwards AifTered, it may not be 
amifs to acquaint you, that her deformed body was 
a fit receptacle for her depraved mind. 

According to Hogarth's rules, indeed, her perfon 

may be faid to abound in all the graces annexed to 

tlic 
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;the idea of beauty, as Ihc had not -a ftraight line abotA 
her. And her mind was no lefs crooked than her 
hody- She had taken a dillike to me on her firit 
coming over ; but for what reafon I cannot account^ 
4nd her averficm feemed to increafe with my fuccefs 
on the flage. To fuch a height was it now rifcn, 
that it was the caufe of much unliappinefs to me. . Se 
.tiiat I was at length obliged to complain to Mrs. 
JiuMfon, who requefied my mother to provide for 
iier elfewhefe, but without effeft- 

According to my expefiations, I had no fooncT 
returned from Queen fberiy-Houfe, and informed my 
mother of the reception, I met with there, than this 
relation perfuaded her that the invitation was merely 
a chimera of my own brain, generated by my infup- 
portabie vanity. So Sdrulent was her behaviour, 
that in order to avoid her farcafms, I pretended bufi- 
tiefs at the theatre, in the evening, and went there. 

Upon my entering the Green-Room, I was ac- 
cofted by Prince Lobkowitz, who was then there in 
a public charafler, requefting a box at my benefit, 
for the corps diplomatigae. After thanking his High- 
nefs for the honour intended me, 1 informed him 
that they might be accommodated with a ftage-box [ 
and fending for the houfe-keeper, deftred he would . 
make an entry in his book to this purpofe. But how 
great was my furjrife, when he acquainted me I had 
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aiot a l»x to difpofe of ; every one except tliofc oC 
the Coxmttis oi CuriHgan, the Dutchefs Dowager of 
Leeds, and Lady Shaf/e/iury, being retained for her 
Grace the Dutchefs of QuienJberTy. I could not help 
thinking but the manwasjoaking, as he himfelf had 
delivered me the melTage from her Grace the night 
before, and that I found to be a deception. He how- 
ever ftill perfifted in what he faid, and further added, 
that the Dutchefs had Hkewife fent for two hundred 
.and fifty tickets. This made me more at a lofs to ac- 
count for the cavalier treatment I had rccaved in the 
morning. 

Here, left you complain of the length of my let- 
ters, I wii! leave off. 

G. A. B. 



Dec. Eg, 17— 

Xi I S Highnefs Prince Lobkowitz condefcended to 
put up with a balcony for himfelf«nd friends; and 
' I haftened home, at once to make known to my mo- 
ther my good fortune, and to reuliate upon my in- 
imical relation. To add to my fatisfaflfon, when I ' 
got home, I found a note from her Grace, defiring I 
would virait upon her the next morning. This being 
fucb 
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Xuch an evident proof of my veracity, which it Tm3 
given me inexprefTible uneafinefs to have doubted, 1 
experienced proportionable pleafure from it. 

1 was, notwithHanding, fo apprehenfive of'meet- 
ing with a Tecond mortification, that I determined to 
walk to Queeniberrj-Houre; to prevent any perfon's 
"being witnefs to it, fliould it happen. I accordingly 
fet'out on foot, and was not totally free from pertuN 
bation when I knocked at die gate. I was, however, 
immediately ufliered to her Grace's apartment, where 
my reception was as fmgular as my treatment had 
been the day before ; her Grace thus acco!lted me ; 
" Well, young woman ! — What lufmefs had you 
" in a chair yeftcrday ? — It was a fine morning, and 
** might have walked. You look as you ought to da 
" now — (cAferving my linen gown). — Nothing is fo 
" vulgar as wearing filk in a morning. — Simplicity 
" heft becomes yoinfa. And )-ou do not Hand in 
" need of ornaments, — Therefore drefs always plain, 
" except when you are upon the Jlage." 

Whilft her Grace was talking in this manner to 
me, fhe was cleaning a piflure ; which I officiouOy 
requefted her jftrminion to do, Ihe haftily replied, 
" Don't you think I have domeAics enough if I did 
*' not choofe to do it myfelf ?"— I apoligized for my 
prefumption, by informing her Grace that I had been 
for fome time at Joaes's, where I had been flattered 
that 

,, C-.ooylc 
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that I had acquired a tolerable proficiency io thatait. 
The Dutchefs qpon this exckimed, " Are you tbe 
".-girl 1 have heard Ckeflerfieldfyeak. oiV Uponn^ 
aufweiiDg that I had the honour of being known 10 
his Lordihip, fhe ordered a canvas bag to be tafcen 
<jut of her caluiict, faying, " No perfon can give 
" Queenlbcny left than gold. There arc two huH- 
" -dred and fifty guineas, and twenty for the Duke's 
" tickets and mine, but I mufl give you fumething for 
" Tyrawhy'i lake." ■ She then took a bill from her 
pocket-book, which liayiog put into my hands,' flie 
tpid me her coach was ordered to carry me home, 
leA any accident Ihould htqipen to me, now I had 
fucb a charge about me. 

Though the confufion of her Grace's >yhim, as k 
might juftly be termed, was more pleaflng than the 
beginning of il,and her munificence much greatertban 
that of the CouBtefs of Cardigan, yet I muft acknow- 
ledge I was much better pleafed with the reception I 
_ met with from her ladyOiip, who honoured me with 
hisr protection whilH I continued on the flage. 

There is a manner of conferring obhgations which 
rander them doubly valuable. The moft beneficent 
anions lofe their worth when accotI^>amed with a ■ 
di^Aing fenfeof fi^eriorityi whilft the Imile of 
courtefy naakes even trivial favours acceptabi?, 

VOL. i. E 'My 
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My bcarcfit furpafleil my moft fanguine cxpeJla- 
ttons. ^nd as I had by this time many who pro- 
fefled therafelves my admirers, they had, upon this 
occafion, an opportunity of (hewing their generofity 
without offending my delicacy. 

Among thofe who paid me the gr«atdl degree of 
attention was Lord Byron, a nobleman who had lit- 
tle to boaft of but a title, and an agreeable lace ; and 
Mr. Montgomery, (ince Sir George Metkam, As I 
would not liflen to any prq>ofals but marriage and a 
-coach, Mr. Monlgomety honefily told me, early in 
his devoirs, that he could not comply with the firft, 
3,& his only dependence was on his father, whdfe con- 
fcnt he could not hope to procure ; and as for the 
latter, Ke could not afford it. Having come to this 
eclajrctfrement, he immediately retired into York- 
Ihire. The generous condtjfl of this gentlemaa 
(whofi paffion I was welt convinced was fincere) in 
not attempting to deceive me, made an impretS<Hi 
upon my mind greatly in his favour. 

As my next cpiflle is to contain ftrange and fhr- 
frifing adventures, and thefe not the produce of the 
^•riler's imagination, but as true as wonderful, i 
will beg your pCTmidion to break ofifhere ; and left 
yeu accufe me of a want of variatiofi^ih the conclu- 
iion of my letters, I fhall .end this in the good old- 



t;ix,.,k 



&. A. BELLAMY. 75 

falhiOBetl wzy: So no more at prefent, from. Madam, 
your bumble fervant, te command, 

G. A. B. 



j™. 1, 1?- 
J\_ GLEAM of cheerfulnefs coming over me 
juft as I was inilhitig my lafl; Jcttcr, I concluded it 
m rather too humorous a manner. 1 now return 
my hiflory, and that gloom which the recoileflion 
. of ray misfortunes naturally brings with it. 

Lord Byron ftiil puifued me; and as his vanity 
^vas hurt at my reje£ling him, lie formed a refolution 
to be revenged of me for my infenfibility. His lord- 
"fiiip was very intimate with a perfon who was a dif. 
grace to nobility ; and whofe name I Ifaall conceal 
through tendemefs to his family. This nobleman 
was Lord Byron's confidential friend; a word as of- 
ten mifufed as that of love, by iueh as are unac- 
quainted with thofe delicate feelings which are eOenti- 
ally nccelTaiy to -conltitute either real friendlhip or 
love. To this friend Lewd Byrm committed the exe- 
cution of hit revenge. The Earl of — — , which was 
the title of this infamous pander, had believed him- 
ftlf to te ia love with a young lady, between whom 
£ 2 and 
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and myfelf there was (be ftrifleil intimacy. And he 
imagined it woulcl proniate his defigns upon her, 
could he UtR. accompliOi my fall from the paths of 
prudence and virtue. 

For this purpofe his lordfhip frequently called at 
Mrs., Jackfon'%, though much againfl: my mother's 
inclinations. But as he had been conAantly a dang- 
ler behind the fcenes during her ■engagement at the 
theatre, and had occafionally given her franks, flie 
Emitted his vifits. It was, howeVer.with Cuch vifible 
referve, as mud have convinced him they were far 
from agreeable. But the confidence of nobility 
making him affured, his lordlhip perfifted in calling, 
hi defiance of lier coolnefs^ My moiher had ftriflly 
enjoyned me to break off my intimacy with the young 
Jady who was the objefl of the Earr« purfuit, on ac- 
count of her levity ; and becaufc, though by birth 
a gentlewoman, ftic had degraded herfelf, by becom- 
ing the companion of a lady of quality who had 
frequently eloped from her lord. 

My mother at this period was become a confirmed 
devotee. Religion engroflcd fo much of her time, 
diat in the evening the was feldom vifible. Upon 
diis account, and from Mrs. JackfotCi accomptuiy- 
jhg me To frequently to Mr, gain's fuppcrs, that 
■ lady conferred a great part of the friendly regard (he 
had once borne my mother, to mc. But alas ! I 
was 
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Vi-as not to profit long by this revolution. My hap- 
pinefs was to be as tranlient as the fun-fhine of an 
April day. This part of my mother's fortune, at Icaft, 
I iuheriied ; and, like her, was conllantly experienc- 
ing the viciflitudes of litie. The following anecdote 
will, however, Ihew that my misfortunes were not al- 
ways the confequence of my own imprudent conduft, 
but fome^nies of fuch deep-laid plans of villainy and 
deception, as it was impollible for an unexperienced 
girl, at my time of life, te guard againit. 

One Sunday evening, when this ignoble Earl well 
kiiewmy mother would he engaged, he called to in- 
Ibnn me that Mifs B , the young lady be- 
fore mentioned,, was \i^ a coach at the end of South- 
.MBpton-Street, anddefired' to fpeak with me. With- 
.out (laying to put on my hat or gloves, I ran to the 
coach ; when, to my unfpeakable furprife, I found 
myfelf fuddenly hojfled into it by his JordOiipt and 
that die coachman drove off asifaA as tfa^ hoife» 
cauld gallop^ 

My .aAonifiiment for Coras time deprived me of 
lihe power of utterence; but when I was a little re- 
covered, I gave free vent to my reproaches, Thefc 
his lordlhip bore with a truly philofophic indifference, 
calmly telling me That no barm was'tntended me ^ asd 
that I had better confent to make his friend Lord 
Byron liappy, and be happy myfelf, than oppofe ray 
E J good 
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good fortune. To this he added ihat his friend Was. 
Shortly to be married to Mifs Shaie, a young lady 
poflelTed of a very large fortune, which would en- 
able him to provide handfomely for nie. 1 was fo 
llruck with the infolence of this prcpofal, that I re- 
mained for feme time quite filcnt. 

At length the coach ftopt in a lonely place at the 
top of Norih Audley-Street, fronting the fields. At 
that *me Oxford-Street did not extend fo ftir as it 
does at prefeni. Here the Earl gat out, and took me 
into his houfe. He then went away, as he faid, to- 
prepare a lodging for me, which he had already feen- 
at a Mantua- Maker's in Broad-Street, Camaby-Mar- 
ket, and to which h« would come back and take me.. 
He aflured me the miflrefs of the houft was a wonun 
of chanfler ; and added, with ibe moft dread&l im-. 
precatioiii, tliat no violeitce was uitended. 

Hi* lonMiip now left me. And as the fear of, 
great evils banilhes every leffer conlideration, I de- 
termined to wait the refult, iviih all the patience I 
was poili^ed of. The dread of being left alone ia 
ihat folitary place, was nothing when compared with 
iny appiehenlions from the machinations of two noble- 
men fo determined and fo powerful. Terror, how- 
ever, fo tc^ly overwhelmed ray mind, that I remained 
in a Que of ftupe£a£licm. 

It. 
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It was tux long befoie his lordfhip returned ; and 
with bim came the perfon I leail expe^Ud to fee— 
my own brother. Good heavens ! what comfort, at 
fo critical ajunflure, did the (ight of him afibrd met 
I inllantly Hew into his arms ; but was repulfed by 
him in fo violent a manner, that I ieil to the ground. 
The Oiockof this unexpefled repnlfe, juft as I hoped- 
to have found a proteflor iiv him, was more than my 
^iiits were able to bear* It deprived me of my fen- 
fcs. On my return- to fenfibiUty, the only objeft 
that' prefented itfdf to my view was an old female 
fervant, who toid me fbe had c»dcfs to convey me V> 
the lodging which had been prepared for me. 

The firA tbing I did was tomafce inquiry concem- 
iflg my brotiier's coming & unexpe^adly. I was io- 
. formed by theoldworaBfl,.that behadbeftowed ma- 
mialcbaftifeaeDtt^on mynviflier^ But as be feeig^ 
ed to fuppofc tbat I had conlcTited to tbcelopefsotit, 
be had declared he would never:fee me morCt but leave 
me to my fate.-. The woman added, thatbe had 
ilireatened the Earl and hisaflbciate with^a prt^ecH- 
ticm, wliichbad fo intimidated her maflcr, that be 
had given Ker orders to remove me o>ut of hit houfe 
as foon as poHible ; as nay- bslng found there might 
makic againJl htm.. 

Wlien we arrived' in Broad^Street, Idifcovered, 

to jny great faiisfaflion, that tlic miArefs of thfc boufe, 

E 4_ whofc- 
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wHofe name was Mirvan, worked for me as a Mamua^ 

•Maker, though I was till how unacquainled with her 
place of refidence, I told her my flory fimply as it 
happened; and my appearence, as well a»iny eyes, 
which were much fwelled with crying, was an unde- 
niable tell'amony of the truth at my afTePtions. 

ifterwards learned the following circumitaHces-rek- 
ttve to my brother, about whom I was more anxious 
dun fbf^mylelf, asl'had a great affefUon for him. 
We had long expefled him to reium from fea, lie 
having been abroad' for fome years; and by one «f 
diofe extraordinary freaks of fortune whichr are not 
to be accounted for, he gat to the lop of Southamp- 
ton-SiFcet juft as the coach was driving off with me. 

■ I fhould have tenned his coming providential, had 
he not fufTcred his fufpicions to get the better of his 

- afieflion, and this countera£ted the appairent defigni 
of I^ovidence in affording me relief. 

He had reached Southampton-Street, as I have jnft 
faid, nearly about the time I was forced into the 
coach ; and ran to refcue the perfon thus treated, lit- 
tle tmaginiBg it was his own filler ; but the furious 
driving of the coachman rendered his defigns abor- 
tive. Upon this he proceeded to Mrs. Jackfon's. 
houfe, and had fcarcely inquired for me, than that 

. Lady cried out, " Oh fly, Sir, to her relief; Lord 
" I has this moment run away with heft" 

My brother hearing this, coDcli:dcd 1 mull have been 



«he pcribn he had juft feen carried off. But knowing 
it would be impoffible to overtake the coach, he- 
thought it more prudent to go direflly to the Earl's 
houfe. Not finding him at home, he walked about 
within fight of ihe'door, till his lordftiip returned, 
when he accdfted him in the mannei before related. 

from the Earl of % my brother vfent t* 

Marlborough-Street to Lo»d Byron's; and accufing 
him of being concerned with the Earl in reducing his 
filler, his ioidfhip denied having any knowledge of the 
affair, which he folemnly afferted ufion his honour ; 
declaring at the fame time, as indeed he could do 
with a greater degree of truth, that he bad not feen 
me that evening. 

My brother placing an implicit confidence in the 
affertionft oi hard Byron, grew enraged againft. me ; 
and without making any inquiries, whether I was 
really culpable upon this occafion or not, concluded 
me to be depraved enough to enter into «i illicit con- 
neflion with an old unprincipled married man. Giv- 
ing me over therefore" as a loft abandoned girl, heim- 
mediatdy fet out for Portfinouih, and left me unpro- 
• tefled. ' This I may jufily confider as the moft un- 
fortunate event I had hitherto experienced ; for being 
deprived of his proteflioa at a time when it was fo 
extremely requifite to my rc-cflabliftiment in life, I 
was left open to the attacks of every infolent preten- 
E5 der, 

,, . c;ooyic ■ 
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efcr, whofe audacity, his very charaacr, as he was: 
diiUnguiffaed for his bravery, vMnildhave reprefled. 
Beii^ unwilling to break ihc thread of fo interefl- 
ing a pan of my hiflory, I have aiade this a very loi^ 
tetter, but ai a breathing place here prefents iitelf, I 
will, with your pennilSon, avail myreif of it, and 
conclude. 

G. A. Bi 



Jmn. 18, <7— 
X SOON found that my elopement had been 
moftgroCdynuffeprefentedtnthenews-papors. Everjr 
thing that ilUnature could fuggeft was laviflily befiow- 
cd upon me, notwithAandiag Iwas innocent ef the- 
lead depravi^ of the kind imputed to tne, even in 
thought. I wrote to my mother to OMleavour to re- 
trieve her &vDtu-, which I had fo untneritedly lofl; 
but file relumed my letters uiK^MiietJ. I had no ap- 
parel but what X had op, and the relation Ihaveisrai- 
tioned prevented any from being fern me. The vex- 
ation and fright which m^ dilappearence bad oc- 
ealioned to Mrs. Jaci/in, alleged that lady io much, 
■ that the Wis confined to her bed ; dfe I might have 
expcEled her kind intcrfereace in my behalf. 

Mrs. 

. . : c;ooyic 
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Mrs. Mirvan, the perfon where I Icdgcd, veiy 
obligingly- procured me neceCTaiies, and did every 
^ing in her power to comfort me. But her endaa- 
vours were inefieflual. I could not foHiear viewing 
with horror my wretched Ctuation, every h<ypc be- 
ing now cxtinguifhed, as my mother's mrfgiBded 
tendeniefs Jiad expofed me, in the courfe of two days, 
to the cmfure of the whole town. 

What was now to be done \ 1 had no friend, no 
perfon to loot: up to itx pioteftion. Though evtxy 
circumAanee tended to excu^>3te me ; and though 
Mrs. Mirvan could vouch for me, that I had not re- 
ceived a vilit from a fin^ perfon £iice I had beea 
in her houfe; any declaiauons of my innoc^ice 
would be now needlefs ; for to whom could I now 
make them ? My mother was inexorable to every ap- 
^icatioD ; Mrs. Jack/on was not within the reach o£ 
application^ my inveterate Linfwonian, like another 
' QerheTus, guarding eveiy avenue; my bnjtfaer had 
left town ; sid I'was too much deprefled by the pub- 
Ik fcandal to attempta reinltatement in the thsatrical 
line 

The anguiOi of mind I feh from all thefc con£de- 
ntions fo greatly a£^edmy frame, that a flow, fever 
was die confeqtienc^ which nearly brouf^ jne to 
die grave. 

" The flisg of ilander flrifccs hervenom deep." 

Clhohi.- . 

And 
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- Aod never did poor creature fuSer more fliame aa<E 
cUfirefs of mind from a real crime, than I did From 

-9t/uppofod one. 

The fever at length yielding to my youth and the- 
{Oodads of my conilitution, I was ordered into the 
country by my pbyficun, for the re-ellablifhment o£ 

. ny llrcDgth- As 1 needed fi:Hne pecuniaiy affilUnf e to 
do this, having no money with me, Mfs. Mirvan 
kindly offered to fi^iply^roy waois, and I was necef- 
fiutcd to accept of her;^offer.' After confidenng £ar 
(bme time of a';pu;^crplace to refort toon ihisoc- 

- cafi(W, I fixed -oiii paying a vifil to a female relation 
.of my mother's, ^ho Jived at Braintree in EfTex. 

The fazoily of thisVelation being Quakers, there was. 
little probability of theii having heard of my difgraoe. 
A Ecw months befixe, a-fiAerof Mrs. C/iir<(«'s, which 
was my coufih's- name, had bequeathed me three 
hundred pounds, ^li' condition that I never went on 
the fiage; but my engagement at Cevent-Garden 
havmg difanuUed her legacy, it had never bean 

. claimed. . . i , 

As fogn as I was enabled by my kind holle&, to 
make proper preparation for my'journ^, I fet out 
in the fiage coach ; taking care to obferve the lefToa 

■ with j-egard to my drefs, which her Grace of Qiuetf/^ 

berry had given me ; that is, 1 had adopted Horacs'i 

maxim oljtmpkx munditits. This attenuon to the 

E6 fim* 
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finiplicity and neatncTs of iny;^parel anfwered a pur- 
. pofe I l»d not &>re(een ordefigned ; Jt fo far deceived 
Mrs. Clarke, that (he concluded I was one of her own 
feft, which piocured me the more cordial reception. 
The whole family were fo prejudiced in my favour 
by this uninteuded decq>tion, that the beil of every 
thing Clarke-Hall affcMrded was beftowed upon me - 
with the greatelt cbeerfukiefs. . I had not, indeed, 
drelTed myfelf with the. Audied-'foimality of a ri^d 
Quaker, but only To plain an neat as to eiKitls liie- to 
the denomination of a wtt Quaker ; adiftin£1ion that 
arifes chiefly from the latier's wearing ribbands, 
gauzes, and laces. I admire many of the principles 
of this apparently honeil„ fincere, and cleanly people ;. 
but have not many instances fallen within your ob- 
fervation, Madam, where a broad brimmed hat and 
&d coloured coat, or a green apron and plain Unen, 
have covered a prouder heart than all the gay pomp 
of a birth-day fuit ? I itunk I have been able to make 
fuch a remark more than once. 

My pallid countenance prcfentiug a fure indica- 
tion of my having been ill, and of the.,necefrity there 
was for my coming into the country; this, added to 
die natural wantof curiofityinmy coufms, prevented 
me from being obliged to fraeie excufes for my vifit. 
They luckily fuppofed I came to claim my legacy, 
3rA received mc with great good-will. The day 
after 



86- T"H E- L r F E OT 

after nr^ arrival, thejrpaidmcthe interefl due on it, 
which enabled me to remit (hefncudly lAn. Mirvaa^ 
apait of 'wbat I ftood indebted to her ; and in a few 
days, without inquiring whether I had not forfeited 
it, they paid me the whole futn. I acknowledge that 
I^made no fcniple of receiviag Vhat they did not' 
fland in need of, as'they w«« in very ^Hilent cir-- 
cumilanccs, and had no children. 

After the perturbations I had lately experienced, 
this fweet place appeared a^radife to me. Peace, - 
plenty, content, and innocence, acct»npanied by 
cbeerfblncfsi their fu re attendant, feemed to have 
taken up thdr abode here, prefurring this humble ■ 
fituarion to the lofty domes and fplendid cares o£' 
higher ranksi And here for feme time I enjoyed - 
perfefl tranquility. 

Thus tranquil and happy, I will put an end to my 
I*l(er, befisre any nide reverfe breaks in to interrupt 
my felicity. 

G. A. Bi 



Jan. fi7, 17— 
In a few weets I vras fo perfeftly recovered that 
^ not the leaft vefljge remained of my illnefs. The apo- 
thecary, who had attended me, was of the fame 
perfuaflon as my coufms; and being deceived, as- 
J they 
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diey had been, hy the QuakeriOinefs of my d^, 
(excufe the new coined word) ieemed to {hew a fti- 
tiihty in my favour, which my relaticms did not 
difcourage. At tite annual fair, which in thofe 
oounuy places is the feafon of fefiivity and enjoy- 
ment, my formal fuitor gave my relations and myfi^lf 
an invitation to his houfe; which he had decorated- 
with flowertt and flocedwith every good thing that 
was to be purchafed, to Oiew his regard for me. 
But that blind la<fy, dame Fortune, who -difpences 
boEh her favours- and her frowns^ fometimes in a 
flrange manner, was determined 1 Ibould not enjoy 
my prefrat tranquility long. In an ill-natored fit, (he 
brought dxiut an event, which deprived me at once - 
ef my coufin's favour, and.my admirer's attachment. 
The well-known Zackary Moore, as di/Unguiflicd. 
for his misfortunes as his- <Uflipation, b^ipened ac- 
cidentally tobe, at this period, in the ne^ht>ourhood 
ef the place to which we had been invited; and un- 
luckily for me, to be introduced by a friend to ^ 
apothecary.. toOiarein the feaU of which wc partook. 
This gentlemanbad once been pofleded'of an income- 
of twenty-five thoufand pounds per annum. But- 
. not being endowed with a propoiti<AaJ £haie of pru- 
dence, he found hlmfelf at length reduced, through 
his own -extravagance, and the chicanery of his 
fteward, to the moll humiliaung necelTity. And 
what 
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wfjat is Very extraordinary, the wretch who had thus 
joggled him out of a princely fortune, ha^ the auda^ 
city to propofe to him to take bis- daughter to wife; 
«n which condition lie would agree to return him 
back the whole of the eltate he had deprived him of. 
Mr. Moore, nobly, in my opinion^ rejeSed the dif- 
graceful offer. The generality of his acquaintance, 
however, notwtthftanding they could not hut admire 
his magnanimity upon the occafion, blamed an im- 
prudance, in confequencc of which- he wot necef- 
fitated, at forty years of age, to accept of an en- 
figncyin-a regiment that was ordered to Cibraltar. 

How embittered' mull be the refleflions of a perfon' 
capable of fuch imprudence and inattention! The 
■lofs of an eflate of fuch immenfe value could not 
bave been completed without numberlefs inftance»of 
-both. And though tliechicaneiy of his fleward may 
be cotifidered as fome palliation of Mr. Moere^s want 
of attention; indolence in the extreme muft have 
marked theprogfefs of it. A proper attention to the 
prudential concerns of life, without meannefs and 
avarice on the one hand, or indolence and profiifenefs 
on the other^ is a duly which every perfon of pro- 
perty owes to himfcif, to Kis connefUons, and to- 
the community at large; 

'Toe 
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For your aiuufement, T (hall here add an Epitaph 
(if I may fo call it) diat was written on him. during 
lus life-time, 

Z. M. 

A living monument 

Of the fdendlhjp and gBncroCty of ibe groat. 

After an intimacy of (hilly years. 

With moll of 

The great pertbaages of ibefe kingdon^ 

Who did him cbe honour lo aOiit him 

In the laborious work 

Of getting 'o ihe far end of a great foituat; 

Thefe hia nsbla fiiends, 

From gialilude 

For the many happy dayi and night* 

EnjQj'cd by hit means. 

Exalted him, ibrou^ their inSuenc^ 

In ibe foriy-feventh year of hii age,. 

To an enlignc^ 

Which he aOually enjoy f U pre&at 

In Gibraltar. 

1756. 

But to return from this digreffion-— NotluDg 
happened to inierrupt (he hannony of the company, 
or that could give me uneafinefs, till th&aftemoon; 

^vben upon Mr- Moore's acquaintance whifpering to 
bim, that I was a wet Quaker, for whom his friend 
the apothecary had an inclination, that gentlemaOt 
without intending me aiy injury, gave way to his 
volatile difpofiiiun, and thus exclaimed loud enoti§h 
to be heard by liie jvhole compan)-. " A wet Quaker, 
** ijideed! 
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" indee<l! it is Mifs Bellamy the celebrated aflrefs, 
" who met with To much applaufe the laA winter at 
" Covent-Garden Theatre !" Ihc confufion vifible 
th my countenance, as Toon as he had made ihis dif- 
covery, convinced him that he had committed fomc 
error; but, like Marplot, he could not find out 
what it was. 

As Mrs. Clarke took no notice, at the time, of 
the converfation that had juft paJTed, I was in hopes- 
fiie had not attended to what Mr. Aftifrc had faid. 
She, however, foon after ordered the carriage, and 
left her hulband, who loved his bottle, to enjoy the 
conviviality of the gay Londoner. After wc were- 
gone, Mr. Clarke inquired more particularly con- 
cerning me; and learnt from Mr. Moore every thing 
celative to the uofisrtuoate event which hadlatel)^' 
be&Jlenme.. And upon that gentleman's addit^ that 
he believed all the world now concludedme innocent,, 
my reiation, who, tlrau^ a Qiaker, did not want 
pride, and whc^ courage wat now roufedfoy the juice 
of the grape, though, as a branch of his wife's, family, . 
I was entitled to this proteSion. Hfi accordb^ly 
returned home, fully determined tcinierpofc in the 
affair, and avenge the ill treatmait I had rcc«ived. 

A lady of my coufin's acquaintai)ce> being in the 

chaife with ub, her prefence prevented any dilagree- 

^le altercationidwriiigour return. Town I was not 

Vfiihout^ 
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witlioot my appfchenfions of having fome dif^^fing 
interrogatories put to me by Mrs. Clarie; but as Ihe 
always appeared to be of a dove-bke dilpolition, I 
had no idea tliat the pofTelTed the qualifications of a' 
Xantippe, in the iiegree I aftenvards found (he did^ 
I had been told that fte was naturally of a jealous- 
temper; but as flic and Mr. Clarke were both arrived: 
alan age, when the heighday of the blood is luppofed 
to be over, I doubted not but that paflion had iong^^ 
6nce been eradicated from her bofotn.. 

As flie Aeppedout of the chaife, Ihe hurt her foot^ 
oblerTing this, I oFered her my hand to aJ&ft her ia 
^ttiiig into- Uie parlour, But upon my. pr^ntii^ 
it to her, (he lejeQed it with the dignity of a Tra- 
gedy Queenj uttermg at the fame time, with a 
baugbty accent, tb£ word. " Avamt!" SuppoUng 
the latter tni^tt be intended for the dog who lan to 
welcome hii Mifttefs home, 1 took no notice of it. 
But I was foon undeceived in this conjcfhiFe. For 
we had iK> fooner got intothe faoufe, than looking 
flcadfaftly in my face, (he addrclTed me- in a manner, 
and in a language that I had not been accuftotncd to. 
" Avaunt !" faid (he, ** thou art a child ofiniquity— 
" Thou hall fold thyfelf to the impure one — Thou 

" art an impoftrefs." Here I (lopped her Ihort. 

Duplicity was a charge which I could not hear 

urged againfl me, without endeavouring to exonerate 

myfelt. 
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myfelf froirf the imputation. I therefore aflteJ Pier 
in what I h^ impofid upon her ; and challenged her 
to prove that- in any of. the converfadons I had held 
with her, I had beeii giiiUy of a falfehood. As my 
coulin really regarded me next lo her bulband, Ihe 
sow appeared forry &)r what Ihe had uttered, and 
was about to make an apology ;. butimfQrtunately, at 
that crifis, Mr- Clarke came in. 

He had ik^ looner informed her of the whole of 
what he had heard relative to me, and make known 
to lier the refolution he had formed in confequence oi. 
it, than her rage in an inflant rekindled; and infteaJ 
of the dove, Ihe once more refembled a Medufa. 
" AvauntI" " fhe again cried," " avaunt 1 Perdition 
" will follow thee. Thou comell with all thy frauds 
" to feduce ray bcft beloved. Satan bath got hold of 
" thee, as well as ihy.pamit. Therefore I pray the*, 
" leave my manfiwi." He*e her belt)ved. ist^oied, 
declaring, " That nothing fliould prevent his going 
" to the great city, to liiakc the had man do roe 
. " juftice, by taking me for his fpaufe." — " Didft " 
" thou not tell me, John" interrupted Mrs. Clarke, 
" didil thou not tell me, that the wicked' man had an 
" helpmate ?" — This was a part of the floiy that my 
eoufinycAw, through, his inebrietyi had forgotten. 
The d>fervation, therefore, mada by his wife,, at 
OB.ce' pun flop to.his intended Quixotithv.. 

Fiiidini^ 
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Tinding here, from the filence Which enfued, an 
•opportunity to fpcak, I told my coufm that after 
wliat had jufi pafied, I could not think of fpending 
another day under he rotrf. Not that I was offended 
at her accttTing me of an intention to leduce the con- 
jugal fidelity of her beloved fpoufe, the infinuation 
being to laughablc'to give me a moment's imeafmefs^ 
but upon account ©f her refle£Uon on my dear 
siother, Wiofe same I would not hear mentioned 
with difrefpefl. That, confcious of my own inno- 
cence, I readily forgave her for every crime (he had 
accufed me o!, except tliat.of deception, which made 
too deep an impreffion-on my heart to be forgiven. 
Then affuming averyfolemnair, in order, ifpoffible, 
to make her repentof her illiberality, I thus went on: 
" Madam, I would have you to know, that I have a 
" foul above all art." 

The moment I had uttered thcfe words, Mrs. Clarke, 
with a tranfition both of countenance and voice, tliat 
would have done honour to the raoft comic aftrefs, 
■ihus put a flop to my vinfKcation, -" jinne! Anns!" 
iaid the, with the utmoll placidity, " perhaps thou 
" doft hold the faith of the Turks; who believe that 
" woman have no fouls !" The archnefs of her look, 
and her inexprcffible manner, whilll flie repeated 
diis, made me drop the confequential ^r I had afltim- 
e^, and put an end to my anger, Aad I could not 
refrain 
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tefrain fromburfting out into an . immoderate fit <if 
kughter. Thus terminated our conTcrfation, anS 
we now parted, to retire to reft. At our feparation, 
Mrs. Claris fliook my hsnd three times, ancl took 
■hei leave for ihe night, toiih wipdng me every good 
■iking ; the falutajion ufually made ufe of by Qualters 
to their very beft frierids. Bat notwithftanding this 
proof of returning regard in the bofom of my lately 
exafpcrated coufin, I determined never to rifk fuch 
■another humiliating fcene. 

What a quantity I have written ! my aching bead 
■and fingers have long fince hinted to me, that it was 
time to finilh this letter ; but I was unwiiWng to do 
fo, till 1 had -ended the account of my fojouming 
with my Quaker relations. Having now done this, 
1 fhall conclude, with wifhing thee, agreeable to my 
coufm's expreflive and charitable bcnediftion, pUnty 
of good things. 

C. A. B. 



■ptb. 8, 17— 
X AROSE early in the next tooming, with in in- 
tention of goiJig to Ingateftone, at which place lived _ 
ayoung lady, who, during a vi(i» at my coutin's, had 
favoured 
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Tavaured me with a prefling invitation to fpend fomc 
time with her. Both my relations made ufe of theif 
^tmolt perfuafions to prevail upon me to ftay with 
them longer ; but when they ibuEid me refoluic, 
they permitted me to go. Mrs. Clarke, however, 
infifted upon my accepting fome prcfents. Among 
'^lefe was " Barclay's Apology," which fome years 
after proved of tlie mod elTential fervtoe to me. 1 
left Clarke-Hall about nine o'clock in my coufrn'-s 
chaife, and upon my arrival at Ingateftone, found, 
to my great difappointment, that Mifs While, which 
was the young lady's name, and all her family, were 
rgone to London, to be prefent at the yearly meeting 
of their feft. Upon this I ordered the fervant to 
-drive to the bcA inn; after which I di fcharged him, 
and fent him home. 

Whilft my dinner was getting ready, I fauntered 
Tto the end pf the town ; and being Aruck with the 
profpcfl that appeared before roe, I afcended a hil) 
at fome diflance, in order to have the more extenfive 
view. Jt is not in the power of language to do 
ju'ftice to the pi£bire which here prefented itfelf, 
.althou^ but an inland country. At the bottom of 
dK faiJl <m which I flood, there was a farm-houfe, 
■&jrtouiided with fields, that fpokc the induflry^ as 
well as opulence of the ownor; fbrlbavcobferved 
that 
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that fmall farms, occi^ied by indigent people, are 
feldoin kept ia tliat order- and ncaUiefs which large 

After gratifying my fight with this rural fcene for 
fome time, I thought it proper to return. Before I had 
got far, I obferved fomething gliding towards me, 
-which -appeared to be ihining^ and what Ihould it be 
but a ferpent, which my fear magnified to an enor- 
mous fize. 1 ran to avoid it, and in my flight leaped 
over a flile^ which I had, no fo.oncr done, than a 
boy, who flood near it, defired I would not proceed, 
as there was » very vicious bull in the adjacent 
palture. Thus fituated between Scylla and Charyb- 
dis, I kaew not which to run the rifk of, the beaft 
or the reptile. But the boy affuring me the ferpent 
Ihould not hurt me, as he had a goodAick, and. 
would defend me from it. I /;hofc the leflei: evil of 
< the two, and was efcorted by my ruflic champion 
over the next field. My knight, however, had not 
fo much of the true fpirit of chivalry in him, as to 
refufe a gratification for his fervioes ; and he returned 
as well pleafed with a fix-pence I beftowed upon . him, 
as ever knight- errant did wjth a fcarf received from 
the hands of his fair miflrefs at a tournament, or the 
thanks of a diflrelTed damfal whom be had releaied^ 
ifiun the hands of her ravilh»r. . ^ . ' . 

As 
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As I walked the remainder of the way towards the 
town, .the thought being probably infpircd by the 
fight of the leipeHt, I could Rot help imagining my: 
fttuation fimilar to that <A our firft parent Eve, on: 
her expidfion from Paradife; wandering forlorn 
without friends, or even a place of abode, and Pro*- 
vidaicealone my guide. Nay, werfe did I fancy.tny: 
lot to be ; at our great mother had a companion ttf 
cheer the tedious way, and partake of her future, 
fortune; one who loved her fo well, as voltwtarily to 
forfeit .his bhfsful ftate, to accompany her in. ber 
exile, and combat unknown evils. Whilft my fide 
was left all ungarded, 

Mynjind was fo totally occi^ied with ibefe gloomy-, 
thought^, that I Oiould have pn^onged my walk till 
the declining fun' had warned me to return, had I 
not beea apprehenCve of meeting more vicious bulls 
and venemous fetpents. Urged, therefbre, rather 
by fear than appetite, I re-entered the gate-of the inn; 
and my lan^uly appearing, to be a decent womao, 
and very communicative, as I wifiied to leek out an 
eligant refldence in the town or neighbouihood, I 
cequefled the pleafure of her coupat^y to dine with, 
me, .... 

During our .dimier flic informed me that Lord 
Pe^f had a noble houfe and elbte adjtnniog is diat 
town; adding Out his lordfhip's family was Qoe of 

TOL. I. F the 
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tbe vrinrdiieftia tke world, atlkwgk tkey wert Rtman- 
CaihoHai, I eduliJ not hdp (iniling at this rcfervati«n ; 
nrfiicb fhe cdiferving, begged my pardon ( faying, " 1 
km, Iibdma, jbu are one." I replied, " I am in- 
deed, in wmoOTtky one." As I fpoka, tlie ftarttng 
Msr ^iAenctl. ia ray e>x, at the recolLeQion of my 
feaifinA iH llie duties of the rdigion I profdTed. 
}, ha vw w t r, finothered the upbivdings of my mind, 
iUA btqtnred who litod at the fann-houfe uiiich was 
ffr plMOmly fiwated at fone diflance froM the town. 
WHt {HfonoefA me (bat it belonged to a rich fanner, 
^ai they ware Papijtes>, I then defired ihe wsidd in- 
ftruS tne the diIlin£Uon between RoAan-Gatbolict 
and Pt^«i, as lh« leiiHd them. " Lord, Mils," 
i^ ^ ** fure you know the difiierence between 
<HindMlditLoid7" At any-lAwr' ^tfie, the womEm't 
«iirt««§ eiqtlMation vtcflM have afibrded me fo«e 
#f«Hloa; but at prefect tny iniud ms too iDUcb en- 
gti»flM by 4te wi4i to obtitin admiiOsa into tbtt farm 
IlRi4fi%», t^uke thA iwtice of her fttpfiofedwit fbe 
M^ieAed tte fi» fc. 

Il9Hin infonned ker, dm as I hid icone ib IngMt* 
flMttl^pMisi'^to M». ^<b», and fboalA be veiy 
much dilappointed to return without having Jeenfaer, 
t Aoutd be gwatly obliged to btf. if flic eadd pre- 
4iA«ta,tlH!&0«eir Q> bbRrd wd lodge Me till that 
youaglaAf cadM tenfc fiftn LtadMb ^'Ihat^ iro- 
poISfate," 
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poffible," returned my hoftefs. iot I find yen are « 
" Qmber lOAewi df h Catbdic." I alTuiKd lier «« 
^in that I MM of that perfaafitM, and tvoidd feoA 
coBTmce tiie Enroer's family (hit 1 wis fo. A HKf- 
fee^ was sow difpatchei to make Hifjuiiy whc^ier 
myi»vpEifaI wDuUbeap«eablej M»itb whbA Mff. 
WUkanu, ttie hrtwet'% wife, WtatMd i and fte gooif 
wonum bring ai much ptsafed with mt as i was wHb 
ber, we Jbon came to a> agreeoieflt. 

In the evening I want ts my new |)laee of abede ;' 
where tbe fiiA perfott I ivM wat By little cbaminon, 
who TZ& to lalute me. Iwai ^en itiut>diKed tp tdt 
the famiiy, which oooiiiM af the <feiiner, 4us -mfe, 
two tons, one of whom was a wideww With two 
cluldmi, tbe other a batchelor, and leverd 46mef- 
tics. ThiswaidK lUiecf tbe hniHy 1 wasixnv'he* 
come a member of; a family of indaib^ anS -true' 
h^pnds. At night 1 wak fbtwn into a mal'btd-' 
chantber, which had kism. iiited uf liy the fate Mn. 
WUHimt, As widswvr's wife, iti a fi^tiM- flylt W' 
ai^ odicr pan «f die faoilie, for hvr owa ado, <an4 ' 
wbch 1 found Aoicd witH bsoks, IfluwU ffbt ha«a 
eapafiedtDiSaectwilhin^uckaWfiiinc*. Thn^. 
cimQaDce ^ve-MM tufaaK fdcafiif^ as iHf p»di«n 
for reading was rather increafed than it0kxeA, by jny 
being debarred that enjoyment at Clarlee-Hall. Morn- 
ing and evening, Mr. WilUams read pn^%n to the 
..Fa whole 
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whole fiunity, not a cow-boy being excufecl from at- 
t^idi^. , At our mals a cheerfulneis lat on every 
couQtenaace, except that of the.widower, who feein< 
cd to tetaio a 4eocnt forrow for his late loA paiUm'. 
Mrs. Wiiliemt appeutd to pay greater attention to 
ihU foB than ibe odicr; not, as (he &d, &om her- 
baving iiuh« afieffion for him, hot becaiife his fitu> 
atio^ had 3 claim which the other, who was unthink- 
ingly haj^i had not. My lund boft gained admit* 
tance for tan pn Sundays aitd holidays, . into Lord 
Petre't ch^id. And in my prefeiu peaceful Ee&dence, 
partly owing to this drcuoaflance, I felt a tranquility 
which I had never enjoyed fince my return fonn 
lay ever regretted convent. 

From many inftances in my betters, particularly, 
from the whole of this, you fee thai I have attended 
te your vijimfUons ni relating :thf ninutefi circum- 
A4iice«oftQyli&i. Tfae stinutiae, you fay, lead to 
the elucidation of gnater evrnti* I have, thereforer' 
thotigb they may .be cocfid^ed as frivolous fay die- 
puUbc, when they are lud before them, and fome>- 
tiiBes may prove tedious to you, obeyed your com- 
raaade, at thcexpence, peiii^, of myiitetaryEnae.. 
Having qoade this oblervitUoD, ^ wiU bid you. Sat 
«beprfif5iM,sidiCT( , 

. " . G- A.' B. 

t « T- 

: . t;(X,glc 
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Feb. .a. 1^- 
XJ.URING n^' fiay at this retrred abode, I often 
wrote to n^ mother, but sever could obtain an ao* 
fwer. 1 was the more fuiprifed at this^ aa Mr.. 
Moore had infonned my coufin Clarke, diat it was 
generally believed that I was itmDcent of any acquie> 
fceifce m my ektpement. After }»ving reCded in this 
'iranquil place for fome weeki, I one erening took a 
wdk to the field where the ferpent had alarmed ma, 
■in order to enjoy once more the profpefl that bad 
^KD fi> deUghted 6it, Upon this eitiience diere wa> 
a ki^ tree, under the ^iread^Hg beughs of whic^ -. 
feats were placed for the accommodation of thetb 
- whb camr t^ cDJAy the -view ; aud ofi one of thefe I 
{ihccd i^felf. Having ored the eye, and (atisfied 
Jiaa cniiofity, I had recouife to a book which I ha4 
brought wHh me, to prolong my indulgeAce on this 
fwcet ^t. The Book which I had put into my 
pocket, ha]^ned to be " Mrs. Rowe\ Letters from 
** the Dead to the Living;" in which I read, till the 
fidijeQ had thrown a glocMn over my mind I arofe 
to return home ; when prefent^ I thought I Ikw my 
mother's i^^parition making towards me. Her iigoie 
was fo remarkable, and fo Arongly was the impreflion 

Fa of 
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of her belovc<l form imprinted on my memory, tbzt 
I could not be deceived, X iimnediately conjeSured 
that her filence had been occaTioned by her death ; 
and, beated as my imagmadon was, by the fubje;^ 
J iRd jwft bew reading, concluded fte was come tp 
jKfbfvi BW wHh Iwing the occafiwi of it, ITw ft^ 
polltiw th«l I bad heet) the fatal, thov^ tniK>P«a|. 
CAulf of bef diffojiitioii. fo ov««rt»elmed my fpirits, 
tbM X fell feirfeWfa w the floweiy ?afp« ©f natwe. 
But vb»t (wnfppm did J feel, to find myfelf. (Ml ray 
rocovcry, rmlly daiped in her aim»l It wa» ihe 
AariifU'. " H^py, happy hour ! " I crif d, enniptw- 
;ld( " do X Oftw more jeeeivq the endearm«»M oi p. 
" paiBPt ! " Th9 volcQ of Ibrgivmdf could lut ^n« 
^wn nsm a4;?^t4^ tft me, had I nally bem 0U- 

■Al l^M my pmorhatiotu at tki* macpoftud 

haroiltefa ve*e a littl« fnUtcled. I enquirod of my 
in<}thqr> vh^t had occaGonvd the altentUon in her 
fisiiinwpt* that J now experienced. She inforoied 
mt that her rqlatjon, who had proved fucb tn invete- 
rate «ewy (o Bie, was lately de^ ; and that M'ter h«" 
deccA^, th^' difcovered that Ihc had fecreted every 
one of my letters, the whole being found among her 
]>^>«r*. My mother ackiKiwledged that my (ilence 
faad grcMly emfperaied Mrs. Jaikfm and herfelf 
aguaft me, but flill flie could not help Drvercly re- 
ftoaching 
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pnwehing faerfelf at tiiDes, for difcardin^ a. yoking 
cr«3tiire like me, without having been wdl aHiurei) 
of my guilt. Had fhe but reSefied a moment, flie 
faid, upon the circutnftancei attendii^ my d^pemen^ 
file muft have been conviaced of my innocence ; iior 
if I had beea acceflary to it, I (hould have tj^en aqr 
httle WiiTdr<^ and oEher neceflaries withme, as well 
as the profits arifing from my benefits ; which I had 
infifled on her keeping in her polTeflion. Every cir- 
ciuoflance now, the confefTed, ap^>carcd in a differ- 
ent light, and pleaded as much in iny behalf, as th^ 
had before, when vieu'sd through a falie medium, 
&effled to ooodemn me. ** Being thus," continued 
my Qwdicr, ** from the dtfeevpry of iqy iclationb - 
" treacherous cimduft, and the teftifotHiy of ccmcua* 
^ mnt aimutnftances, pedefUy coovincedsf yiHuiB- 
*• Boseoce, and having likewiie mw obtaiaed jiotir 
•< addreftr I haAeoed on thd wingi cf matenK^ affec* 
*' tion, to atone for my unkind and inctmiidcrale bfr- 
*• luviouE. Finding you from home od n^ arrival 
*' at the fiuni, and Mrs. Wiiliams poihtiBg aui the 
" way yoa had uken, my impatience wQuld net fut- 
" fcr me to wait your return." 

After ttanking my mother again aad again, for 

Ais reoeuBlof her tenderness, and having.given her 

a juft and true account of every thing which had be.- 

fallen me fiace lafl I law her, I could not help blam^ 

F4 ing 
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ingherfoT {ufpefiing me, even for a monwnt, of de- 
ceit, ^cerity I told her I v<dued myfelf Upoik 
She had been an inmate of my boTom from the firft 
hour that knowledge had da«ed her beams on my 
iidant mind. That ftte had bleflcd me through life 
with her loVed fociety; and notwidiftanding her 
friemllhip had often coil me. dear,, yet I Grufted (he 
.wouJd attend me Co the grave. 

Having thus eafed our labouring hearts of the 
•bnrtheB which bad fat heavy ob both for fo long'a_ 
time, we w^ed towards the farm. As we went 
>l«i^, I thanked, in many a ftlent ejaeujatiea, that 
£cing who had bron^tabotit this pkafing. revolu. 
tion in my a&ira ; and that by fuch imexpefled 
means. " The ways of Heaven indeed," laid I, ia 
-a tneatal etcbonatioii, " are dark and intricate. Pbz^ 
**< zkd with mazes, and perplexed with errort, oar 
" underfianding traces them in vain ; nor fees with 
" how much art the windings run, nor where the 
" regular con&Con ends." 

It was with concern I heard from my mother that 
my good friend Mrs. yaci/on, who had been for fome 
time a widow, had married-again, very indtfcreetly, 
to an Iiifh gentleman of the law, by name Kelly ; and 
that fhe was prepaiing' to accompany him to Irdand: 
-As my attachment to that lady was founded both on 
ifleftion and gratitude, the inieUigence I bad juft re 
;^ ■ . eeivcd 
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ccived imbittered in fome degree my newlylrevivcd 
ha^unds. But as my mother's tendemefs was noW 
as excelEve as her refentment hiul been vehement ; 
tliis, joined tp the natural vivacity-of any difpofi- 
tion, fooD refiored n^ rpirils to their- ufnal hilarity. 
My mother having' brought nie iq>[»rel ftiiied to 
the fealbn,. vamty, whic!^ notwithflandiAg- all my 
monificatiMis, was flill alive in my heart, impelled 
me. to appcarr the fbUonnng Sunday, in a gayer dreJs 
than 1 had done fince I had been here. Irit true 1 
bad. never loft fight of that plain neatnefs which I 
had adtqtttd upsn coming' intO' the country ; but the 
addition of fome very fine laces given me by Mrs. 
Jackfony and the being accouued, i^khi the whole, 
more fidhionably, excited enquiries v^ch till now 
bad never exifted. Whilft I was the neat, fimple; 
fileat, ioofl^Gve girl, I palTeduncenfiUEd:;. and th« 
good people with whom I relided fliewed me evety 
zeQie6l,. andcdoated upon me. fiat when, encourag* 
ed by the ftisiger who bad. come from London, I 
^^>eiFed. the gay, fprightJy, weU-dreffed fine Isly-, 
diey viewed me with pity mixed, with contempt, 
Fnnn the bdiaviour of ihafe nifties, may probably be 
acquired a &irer. criterion, of the garb and demeanour 
diat betokens fimplicity of manners, and innocence 
of heart,, than from all the fcientific rules of philofo- 
ply. or the moral precepts of divines. 

F5 Had 
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Had X duly proltled by thii isoidnu, which I pughi 
to bav« c'ou&dend as a weU-nmnt icproof, I Oiould 
have bt«n COftteot with tn hunblc line oC tiEe. But 
fhfi bi^piMeili attendatrt on Gnq^icity and innoccDca, 
waa not ta he aiy lot. Pride pnxiqittd me to be- 
liovfv that it W3» ny indtfyefifil:^ duty to iii^i^tt 
my parent ia a genicdjir ftylc tbao her pcoiiia would 
admit of. and no odier msthod prcfcnled it&lf Ibi 
doiBg dttf* than peturni^ to ny theatrical proteffion. 
Tliis OHiitquently I concludol <m. 

I had QQ fooaer Sottaed the rdblutian of tieadiDg 
the flage once more, than. Uie calm retieat I had: 
lately beoi ra&nd of. gnw irhibme t0 me^f-^Rnnd 
oralis, xohtgttKfB, (eatt, i|iieading tfessr books, and' 
CBBteifibHWli, leA their Ghanna>-^Tbe pfioJf>caB I 
)»dfa qfuu viewed vcith. naptUTeand dcl^H were 
no loogci* ^iteafiiig to my cye^ — ^The ditladV of a' 
country hfa paHed upon my Hna^natiaihr^TbO'ivhole' 
fome iaaBd% the niit-biowa ale^ the frefli'gatbered 
tnth&y tbA faoarty wdcome, the cheef&iiigibe-, and all 
the pleiftrci. vf a m&ic tatdei wn^ caw- c&teAc&t 
to TaB<~^i >ielcome<l.ni ide^ all tbe-gay- fceoes into 
vi^ich £ waSi.. abqot to eoter^ togMfaeifwidi.tbeif in* 
feparabb-oibcomitants, noib, riot, didipotion, folly^ 
and paia-. 

G. A. ». 
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i. O Ihs great latUfa^oi^ of the taemei's bonelk 
bmiy, who how vi«vr«4 ^th* my fpdtlier tfti 
Hta mA (atpimoas v^s, Am in a- few &ya fet pff for 
Loqden, wfaftftor I was Ibofi t» fblloKf her- tipwk' 
her gelling to town, (ha was to procurt m* a lo^glnj; 
fomewhere in ika environs, utiiitea te wtbttrnMr. 
JbcA, %& know whether he cb«f< to engage tas ^^fli 
TLs (he wat going towanh CaratU-Gardcn foi tUs 
furpoli^ Ota accidental}/ mit -Mr. Sfuriian i 
who having commenced mutager of « theatre ift 
SliAlUn, was £ome to Kngland to- n^s rtfCfultt. 
Tiat geotlMiun immediMdy ciiquii«4 for mo, SM- 
pre^og 9ii At fame tine.« daft* to tog^ Mt^ 
)ify Rwthcc replied, Aat Qio did not (Uifk, it pnideM 
tsf UfioiL Id any propofU, tiU (he had fltft obtMneil 
dwoinfenlof Mr. ilici, toWiietnhM- daagfatqr lay 
andcE thegrea^ft obligatioM, Mr. Sheridlut ac^- 
ffting in this, my iDotber premifed td acquaint Ii«4- 
wth the refiilt of her interview with Mr. Skk. 

My mother had no fooner mentioned her aecidai- 

tal meeting with Mr. Shendan, and hl» wifh to «■• 

gage me, than Mr. A'cA gav« her, withoQt the leaft 

kefitation, at once a proof' of his regard, and hn< 

F 6 di£n- 
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difinlerdlednefs. He advifed ber by all meaiu tS'ao- 
cept theprapolal; as I tbould.notoiify recaTetbem^ 
flfu£tioiu of fo great a maScTi but have an opporto- 
ni^ of aj^teaiing in every principal chaiaAer, an ad- 
vantage i could not be iodtUgcd with on- a London 
Ba^ t ^- poOefliea cS paiu at that tinw (except 
when pennitted novices for a^trial of tbtir thsatiieal- 
|kill)beii^ con&deFed as- much the ^Ey)fn(/ of per* 
fonncn, wtheir weekly blaiy. 
. Upon my arrival in 'town, a letter was- dclimed' 
DM at the inn from my Biother-, v«4cRtn. fbe informed 
me that &e hod taken a Ivdging f^t »e at CheHesi 
to wbicb I drove. 1 found Mr. iSiieru)^ there, and- 
my ei^gemcnt wkh himwasfoon-concluded. Hav- 
ing but- a Ibort time allowed me to ma^-the nefleflary,- 
prefar^ons, and being as- much afhtmcd t* i^tpcor 
before anyperfb^l^llhev, w .if -die ftandal propagit* 
ed againftine had been well foimdbd, I left London 
vifhout taking leave D& any ope'. My heart indeat 
upbraided me with want of potitene&, and with the 
bigheft degree of ingratitude, in notp^sg nyre- 
fye£ts, before I' wenif to Mr^Aic^ and to Mr. Quiitf 
gentlenien tc^whfjtn I -.launder (uchgntatandnumcM 
toug obIigation8-;-but I could not fofarovtrcMnemy 
baibful timidity,' as to do it. 

fci my agreement wifb Mr. Sheridan, I only ^pu- 

Ut«d ibr one chara:6ier, which I w<u apprebenlire my 

youth: 



joah night be an (riijeOion (o, and which it is here 
KecelTary u mcaiion, as it was aftenvards productive 
«f idil«g;C'e«ab^ coofequenfxs. . It was the part o£ 
Cooftance in " King JohnJ' A charaSer which 
(although itnii^t be' objeCl«d to my playing it, that 
I waa not only incapacitated from my want of expe. 
nence on d)c ^age, but irom my figure, whid^ 
would have beea more prt^ierly ad^ted to the lady's 
foo. Prince Arthui) I had fet my heart upon; 

B^des-mylelf andmy mother, wliahad conditionr 
ed to attend m&, there were feveral other peifons 
whom the Irilh manager had engaged and agreed, to 
frank, a$ well as- us, to Dublin.. We fet off with 
ihatgentlemaa from his lodgings^ and nothing worth 
relating happened till we artived.atParkgaie. Whea 
wf got there, the wind being contrary, Mr. Sktridaa- 
tookhisleave <tf us, and conunittiog the man^ment 
of the tGOop to my mother^ {et. off dire£Uy foe 
Holyhead. 

. I have' often thought there was a great fimilari^ 
between the littletnoop wf muflercd here, and the 
coippany of itinerant pIs^FCis delccibed with fuch in- 
finite humour hy Seaman. It cosijjled of Mrs. El^ 
my; ayoung adventurer, named Xu^y ; an hmnble 
admirer of that lady, a. Mr. Morgan, iatbe laft flagt 
ef a confunption ; my motb«r ; royfelf ; and (before 
be left ut) the m^itiager. After the latter had quitted 
ua, 
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n^ my mothef and Mrs. £fmy, wbo wai n UmoaAS,. 
mi poSefledof great good fenfc, but by her want o£ 
pewen, was prevcRted froin malting k cwi^^kuous 
figure upon tbe flage. were ever difputing about (cnae- 
tfiing or othsr. The contraft betwocn titv depert- 
noit and di^fltion of the two was cqaBf to the«x- 
Irema of li^t and (hade-. To an mdiAraR eMeru 
Ter, the firmjality and rderve of my honomed pa- 
rent, compared wkb the- levity and adumed low *a- 
nour of Mrs. Etmy (botb afTumed fometunes duemgh. 
contradtftion) aflbrded a tra]y Izogh^Irfcene. 

Of this I mufl give yoQ dw fc^Iowing inl&ncc> 
During oar journey; wc had pafled thrGKigb a place in 
StaKjrdOiire, named Evifee-Bank, -wiA the- ramc of 
- which Mrs. £/ffiy was foenchanted, that to gratify her 
wlum, fhe was hnmedlaeety itoniinated C&mteCt o£ 
Evi^e by your knmHr ferrant. T^e crranon' ol" 
lAns new <fignity vrn die means of firquently jnittia^ 
my mothcF out of hutnour> For in atf the innt we 
put Op. at, tb« Ae*ly.ereated eonntefs had the beft 
apartment, and ■ mtire tvfphft siH attendant were- 
frown her than thi^ teft of the- company. UptJit ob- 
ferving thii eonAanAf rq>eated, ray mother told me, 
Aat if I cKd not frnmcdiatery tfnd^nify her ladyOiip^ 
file wmrid leare her companions, and purfee the 
journey wfth^oniyfnylfiTinitylhJp. I was thereforfr 
obiiged^'-^tiferi WirMii*-ed-at IVk^te, to take tte 
lady'3. 
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Iiuly'i title from bit, and leducs ha anccmoor to 
plain Mx*. £lniy. 

Having waited feveral cUy» at faxk^tt, vfkfaein & 
probahiUty o£ failing, ud the place bang WDdtred 
marc iSapxe^ie thma it is, by i^ haile> bcinf^ 
CFowdcdwi(k|n&iigBn; Mi>. j^r)' {»evvled upos 
me toendravotiE to peifuadc my aiotfacctego to dtc 
had. Xwutam^asarwdbn, that ourfloy atP^k- 
gate wodd in all pccJiebility proKw much mere cxpcai- 
fivc than the journey. Awifh teobligeMrg.f/my.tot- 
' ^ther with . curiolit^ to lee this p2rt of Walet, ia> 
duced me- to exef t all (ny powci over i^ mother up- 
oa the occafien. I at lei^^, tbeugh n«t without 
great d^t^culiy, fucceeded ; a»d we ieat to hire 
. hctfet and a guides tofet off the ttext mining. 

SImA i eenckido thi» letter here, he&ve we fet o^ 
Madam, a>rSiall lentenunyou gritwich the dtverS 
ing hiflory oi tuv excurfien ovei; the WelSi menn- 
taiiw? A* li^K anhWt to (pax §mmaiiy nectlTarf 
avocations Uiiny bead is toler^ty- clear, and Mmjr 
Sixers we umied, I wiH pr«ceed; for lb methinks I 
beffryou Udmr. 

■ Know t^tti, that the n«rtinonHng6i^r)tnIecGin* 
faaj fR 1^ on lheiFiBtei!idedJMinH7 lorHolyheadr 
as I infarmed you it was agreed to dot ' At I never 
had been oa horfeback bcfcfc, 1 wa» not fenfible of 
tin taik I had nndert^en. Silt the borTcs in this 
part 
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^rtof the werid are lb gentle, and to accdlomed ts- 
the road, that there is little danger of any inconveai- 
cacc aiiRng, butthatof fodgi^ 

After tiaveUing'that day without any acadent, the 
next joonuagr M breakfaf). we were joined by a par^ 
of Ihfii gentlemen, with wbomwc had dined when 
we were at Cfaefter, apd who wrcie punTui^ the fame 
FOiUe ai ourfelves. We were very b^ipy in the en- 
counter, as their pai^ giotly enlivened ours. On* 
of thefe gentleroeni- whofe-name wu Crump,, and of 
whom I Ihall have oceafion to make freqiKiu metaion 
in the couife of my nanauve, paid fo much affidaoui 
attention, to my mother, that we all. concluded flie 
had made a conqucA of him^ It will be neceflaiy 
to remark that my mother being perft&ly : recovered 
from that dejection, which her anxie^. £wine had oc- 
caGonedt and. poffcffing fiill tone retnains of that 
beauty which had once captivated one of the moft 
confpicuous charaQen- in, this kingdom, the fi^ipo- 
fitioii was not-- an improbable one. Her Hibemiaa 
admirer, wa» about fifty years of a^ hard' favourei^ 
but vciy lively, obliging, and intelligcat.- He wa» 
t^ [»vfefiioa a liueQ-merchant, andwatiqumhi^ie- 
tum fn»n Cbefier- ivr,. whichbe CQnfantly attended'. 
twice a year. 

We had exceeding fiiie- weather till we okb» ts 

Fenmaonuwrj vbw, ja& as we were afceoding ihM 

fiugen-F 
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ihipendous lock, the borizotr became of a fudden 
overcaft ; the big clouds, dad in their deepeA fablct 
rolled over \m, xii fpouted fonh fuch ataxa&s of 
rain, as Teemed to for^Kxleaieconddduge; themoofiv 
which was not as yet bid, jufl: fcrved to give us a 
view, b^ its glimmerii^ light, of the dreads aby& 
that -lay befow; tlie peats of thunder, which, were al< 
moft widwut intenDiffioo, threatened to burft the 
heaveiw; whilft the forkyftafhei of lightning feemed 
to denounce our bnmc^te diSblutibn, andremindcd 
me of good old Lear's exclamation : 

" Tiemble ihou wretch, 

" That haft within ihtc andiTulged ciinm 
" Uawhipt of jufticc." 

In this awful and tremendous fituatfon, Mrs. E!my 
fell firbm her borfe ; and as the road was at this time 
too narrow to aiteit two horfes abreaft, her ^t im- 
peded the progrefs of the whole conipMiy, except that 
of my mother, who with the guide led the van.' Some 
of the gentleineii' inftant!y difmounted, in order to 
place the difaftrous heroin upon her palfrey; when, 
to their great furprifc, as well as ours, flie would not 
fiiffer herfelf to be moved from the ground, til! flie 
had repeated the following fines from Jane Shore l 

" Fait thenf ye moualatiii, oit my guilty bead;- 
" Hi<Je mi:, ye rocki, within your facced caverns; 
" Call your black veil upon my Oiaae, O «ighi ; 
" And lliieU me widi j our Table wings for ever.. 

This. 
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. Tbis piece of prefim^tuotis humoiu' faUed of its 
dtficcd cSe&i not one of. the compaqy {eeoted tci be 
plcalfd with it ixit herfelf. Indeed it viu vejy ilL- 
tiinad. Sg much fo wu it, Hat qdc of the gcBtle- 
awn who had joined us, an} who profflfl^d himfelf 
» Fcee-tlHakBr, but wu rqaly, as hi$ own woicU 
CTiiaca, anAAeift, declared, with 4 giegtoAtb, that 
tfaa lady wu mtuh to bhtsc to j^^mtf &agtdy, wh» 
ilae/potUs of fuanem wcvc let loofe upon us. To 
which he added, that fuch an awful fceae aa dow 
piefented itfelfiahnoft perfiiaded hin there was a 
Ddly. The horror Mrs. £lp^'s ludicrous b^aviour 
B fuch an ^twmnfl fitu»tion had excited i? my mind, 
was not Icflened by this dmlantien ^ <»Hr fellow- 
traveller. Thfybwh, upited, foemedBwrc4rejtdful 
than the tepijwft iu vfhichwcwjwe iavQlv^j »9 I 
WW sj^rcbanfivt;, (lurt Divine ^venicapce would a- 
wait us for bang ia fych copipany. 

Whea the iiiy CQndefceaded to rife, Ibe found 
that Ihe bad cut her fopt ag^infl a lioRs by the fait, 
and Ihe campUine*! much of the pain, it pccafiqned j 
for which reafon Qie flopped at a cottage at the foot 
of the Mawr, to bathe it wiUl brandy. Tbwagh 
drenched with rain, I would liave continued with 
her, had not my mother infilUd on my goujg on. 
Indeed this was not a time to ftand on compUniiuits. 
My mother waa apptr^enfiv^i as \ had only a fitftiaii 
tiding 
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riding-babit or (the feafon of the year, and tbe ge- 
neral ferenity of the weattier, having prevented lab 
from providing myfdf with a great coat) that I (hould 
get coid, by which my vtnce might have been aflec. 
ted. This ConJtdcratiMt induced her to confent to 
Mr. Crvmp'a folicitatioiis of taking me behind him. 

A* foon as I whs feated, that gentleman pul'fpuii 
to his horfe, which wai a I^nter. and away we flew 
till we arrived at Bangor-Fcrn-. Here a .figure pre- 
fentcd itfelf, fo exa&ly anfwering the defcriptlon of 
Ckaron, that I imagined myfdf on the banks of the 
Styjt As the torrents which had &}Ten from the 
locka, during the tempeft, had fwollen the river ta 
an tincommon height, this bad ^ven the water at 
black tinge ; and that being a quaU^, as we arc told, 
of the river wluch leadi to l^u^mis and Etyfinm, it 
addled to the imaglnaiy deception. 

Having croQtd the ferry, Mr. Crwnp and myfelf 
arrived at Bangor fome time before the reft of the 
company; where the miltrefs of the inn accom- 
modated me with even a fhift and floekings. In alt 
the countries through which I ever travelled, 1 never 
met with fuch civil people as at the Welch inns. 
There is a cordiality in their manners, which muft 
give a fufceptible mind the greafeflpteafure. Un- 
contamtnated with the ' felf-interelted attention of 
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thofc who belong to more frequented inns, wlterr 
eveiy civility muft be purcfaafed, they cheerfully 
liipply yeu with every accoMOwdation in ibtiw 
poweff and are b^ipy in ofaliging^ 

At foon as I was apparelled in tny l^fey-wooiryr 
which I aflure you I found very comfovtable, I jpin> 
ed my fcllow-traveller, Mr. Crump, to return Ijim 
thanks for the care and civility he had fliewn mew 
He had prepared a good fire in the parlour againll my 
reTum, which was evidently done to have an oppor* 
tunity of getting me alone. His anxiety to do thir 
nwft have been a[^>aFenl t» evei^ one bnt niylelC- 
Hadl obferved it, I Ihould have thought bim guilty 
of an unpardonable preTumption. "Soz a man of lui 
years, and without one perfonal attiafUoii, to pre- 
&me to look up to my divimt^(/fdp, was a fu{^Gtion' 
tliat I could form no idea of. I could not, however, 
belp remarking, that my companion, who had hi- 
therto been very Joquacious, was bow altogether as 
■filent. As 1 was mucli fatigued, and not veiy >vell 
able to keep up a convcriation, I was not difpleafedl 
at his taciturnity. 

After prancing about the room for fome time, he' 
approached me, and with a deep-fstehed (igbi which 
would have blown the boat, we had. lately mtered, 
over the river, without the affiftance of the fcny- 
jDsa, took held of my hand.. I percrived that he wa» 
much agitated, a circumftance, which, thoiigh it 
might 



C. A. I £ L L A M T. 117 

tnight have been agreeable in a favoured lover, was 
very iflibecpming in a perTon with whom I had been 
fo newly acquainted. At length be Aimmoned up 
refolution enough thus to addrefs me; ** My dear 
Mifc Bellamy," faid he, " anfwer me one quelBcm : 
** Were you ever in love ?" My furprife at having 
fuch an iaUrrogation put to me, and that inib abrupt 
a manner, |H'cvented me 'from making iin immediate 
reply ; but recollefling nyJelf, I anfwered, ■" Oh1 
** yes, violently." — '* Are you really attached ?" feid 
he. * For ever" returned I. " It woUtd perhaps 
" be deemed impertinent," conttnuedthegeniteman, 
** were I to prefume to aflc with whom ?" I toU 
biml,did not think it could be of any confequence 
to him; but if U was, I would gratify hts curiofity, 
by informing hiiB it ■was— »iVS ffyf^f' l^at 1 was 
a female Narciffus, and fhould always continue fo. 
JHe had juft time to exclaim, " Hien I am faiisfied," 
when our.company appeared. 

Such obje£ls were they all as furpalTed defcnption. 
My modier had prudently provided herlelf ^ith a 
^ood furtout ; and the guide having fome linen and 
other neceflaries of hers fafely flowed in a /aque de 
nait, which I had biou^t with me from France, Jhe 
was foon equipt. But as for poor Mtc. Elmy, Jhe 
came badly oS; as I had already lecured every unem- 
ployed anicle belonging to the good hoflefs's ward- 
cobe. Aad what was more ubfoitunue for her than 
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this, was, that there was no bed for her in the whole<^ 
houle, but one which couU onJy be tenned a crib, 
and that was placed in a clofet of the room where 
we were to repole our weary litiAis ; aad it wai wi^ 
great reluQancc, that my mother confuted to her 
being Aowed even in that confined fpace: The 
gentlemen were obh^ to fit up. At five o'clock, 
when the pofl-boy arrived, we were called, «id pur* 
tied our journey. 

We arrived at Holyhead, juA in lime to fave our 
palT^e ; for the packet (ailed ia lets than half aa 
hour aiter we g^t in. Fgr my own p3rt, I was (o 
mich fatigued with the journey, that as &011 aa I got 
on board, I retired to Ay cabin, when Merfinit 
\s'as So kind as to touch me with his leaden watid, 
which canfed me to Qeep, till I hcanl the cry of 
•* The Hill of Howth ! " 

My arrivi^ in uta&xr kin^dem v^\ fiirtOy daitA it 
feparate letter ; I Ihall th^efofe here put an end to 
this. 

O. A. A. 
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LJ PON our arrival at Dublin, my tnoEher and my- 
felf were very kindly received by an old ititimatc of 
faen, tbe ladyof the well-known Qo£)or fVaiier. Thia 
gectlemau, at that tinie, was eReemed fo enunent in 
his p.roreflion, that be was accumulating by bis prac- 
ticc a capital fonuBe, notwithlbndiag be lived in a 
vary genteel ftyle. The OoQar was then writing a 
•reatili; againQ (be Irifli cuflom of "^uiying their dead 
witiuB a few hiHtrs after tbeir deceafe. He endea> 
vouTcd tbcreio to difliiade tbe Hiberoifms froni|iurfu- 
i&g io hazardous a mode, as by inteniflg bodies before 
any f}-liipt«in5 of putrefa£lton appeared, it did not 
uofrequently bappen, tbat tbofe who migbt have re> 
covered tbeir vital powers were prevented from dtung 
16. Wbea. my inotlier beard on* what fuiye£l the 
Defies was writiqg, {he related to bin the ftoiy of 
Mrs,. Gt^uy, which I recited in my 6rlt letter. 
At lbo>^ Am had concluded it. to fliew the DoOor 
tiQW ccHifonant her opinipa on thii point was to hit 
%wni fk£ pf4ini^hi^ that if Ibe was in the iaiat 
liiq^oB witk bimf wheatbe King of terrors made 
fail, tppnalkh, Ow Mould carcfuHy attend tothe ilaie •f 
Itia c*t]>l^ awjlah c tw tfe* itibovfld not Ik eiu«nd>- 
«d 
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«d wfnlfttliere was the IcaA probability of its rellora- 
uon to life. 

I infert all the circumflances of the foregoing con* 
vcrfatkxi in fo particular a manner, as an admonition 
to others, never to make a protiiife they do not in< 
tend to perfoim. Pimfbiality in the perfbnnance of 
a promife is as obligatory to an hoitell mind as the 
payment of a debt. Yet how many do we fee pro- 
fufe in the fonner, lightly making promifes which 
tliey never pay the leaft attention to afteiwards, who 
-would cenfure in the frverefl manrer the non-pay- 
ment of a pecuniary obligation ! Though I have 
been too often obliged, through inability, to defer 
the accompHfhment of many engagements, the in- 
voluntaiy neglefl has lain more heavily on my mind, 
than any Aeceflities I may have experienced from ' 
the fame caufe. 

We continued at Dr. WaUer's houfe, tilt we could 
£nd one which fuited us ; and this wc foon after did, 
contiguous to the theatre. Mrs. fVaiier would gladly 
have detained us, but my mother (Aje£^d to it on 
maiiy accounts; particularly becaofe thdr Hmds a 
always crouded with company. ' ' 

As foon as f was recovered firou Ae , fatigue of 
rfly journey, I' went to pi^ mjr ■ refpeSs to tfts. 
CrjJara, Lati'T^himUy't fifler, who had not f<«n 
mefincel wasaniniimt. To my great grief I inrnd 

■ bet 

,, . C.Kyle 
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^r blind. She vras mucfa pleafcd with my vcTil, but 
fhe (lid not greatly approve of the ptofe0)on 1 had 
■chofen. However, as 1 went by the name »f my 
mother's hufband, to which alone I had a right, be- 
ing born after their marriage, my engagement in the 
theatrical line cotild not bring public difgiace on her 
family. She, notwith'Aanding, propofed herfelf to 
ituroduce nic to all her actjuaintance as Jurniea:; 
which ihc accordingly did, as the acknowledged 
daughter of Lord Tyrawiey. 

I received extreme pain from a piece of informa- 
tion Mrs. O'llara ga^eine; which was relaiiyc to 
the death of my good friend, the proteflrefs of my 
early years, Mrs. P)^, for whom flie was 'ihjcn in 
fecond mourning. I never regretted any thing fo 
much as being abfcnt from this lady during her ill- 
■nefs. 1 fondly thought, tbatthe unremitted care and 
affeCiionate attention of one (he loved as her own 
child, and who looked upon her as a parent, W9uld 
have prolonged her delirable life ; a life truly valu- 
able to her hufband, and all thofc who had the hap- 
|Mnefs to be of her acquaintance. 

Mrs. O'Hara kindly enquired into the Jlate of my 
finances, which gave me an opportunity of making 

■ her acqwiinied vvitli tlie Dutchefs of Queen/htrys 
liberality to me, and like'wife with the mortilication 

■ 1 had received frohi her. grace at the fame time; 

VOL. 1. G with 
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witli whkb (he feemed mucli entertained. I even 
inibrmed her. of the event which had been the cauGe 
Af fo much unhappinelft to me. It is an ciU^liOied 
Bnxini with toKr never to reft latisfied with gaining 
rtie good opinion of any perion by halves. In en- 
4Bavoiinng to acquire 2 friend, it is neoeflar)' to let 
Aem into the «4iole of yAur Btuation; otherwife 
]Wu cmdud: yaaiUli with the fame abfurdity as i^ 
nduls y9a coitfulte4 a phyCcian, you concealed the 
fymptoms or nature of your diforder from him. 
Where a dilclofure of Iccicts becomes needful, a» 
t^n implicit <:onitdence is required, oibenvife the 
chance of fuccefs is greatly againft )'ou. 

In the .afternoon the honourable Mrs. Butler and 
her daughter were announced. iAn. O'Hara intro- 
^ced me as her niece, and added an eulogium which 
t by ao means nuited ; aad as this iady was a lead- 
tog woman in the iaOiionaUc world, had^reat in- 
-Ittreft, and ber houfe was frequented by moil of the 
Mbility, Mt«. O'Hara folicited her ptoteflion for me. 
Mrs. SiUler wa£ el^ant in her figure, and had bees 
very pretty, of which there were flill fome ^muni ; 
but thi decay of her beauty appeared to be more the 
iHult of indilpofition thm age- Her dau^ter wm 
haodfbme, ^irited, fanfible, and good humoured. 
She was nearly of the Jame age with my&lf, and 
leemed, even at this firft interview, to have costrafled 
apar< 
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-* partial!^ for me, which I reciprocally wiflied to 
-cultivafe. Before the ladies tpok their leave, they 
'cng^ed my aunt and me to-come the next day td 
Siej^ea's-Green to dine and fpead ihe evening. I 
promired them with the greateil readinefs to do my- 
'Jelf tfae honour, and my dear aunt a^eed to accoin- 
panyiBE. As Mrs. O'llara was an. invalid, and ^s 
'Ih? knew Ibe muA trefpalii the .next evening chi her 
ufiial regularity, Mrs. ButUr keeping late hows, I 
"left her early to her r^pofe. 

WiicT^ I returned home, I found our fellow-tra' 
veller, Mr, Cyump, tete-aj-tecc with my inOlher. She 
-iaformed me that Mifs St. Ledger, one of the three 
ladies I had become acquainted with fome yeais be- 
fore at Mrs. J^rus's, had called and reqncQed to foe 
me the next morrung, at Lady Dijneraile's, in Daw- 
. foR-Street. ThuB from having no female acquaih- 
tance in London, except my own family, I was now ■ 
-<« iraiit to be introduced into the firll circle in Dub- 
lin. As I was not a little dialed at the reception I 
jhad mH with from Mrs. O'Hara, I told my mother, 
laughisg, thn &e mult divell herfelf of Iier forma- 
lity, which. peihapsMoi^t induce Mr. Crump, as they 
fumed to bave fo good an opinion of each other, to 
fecAow afl his leafure hours uprni her ; for there ap- 
peared tohe reiy little piobability ^ hex having mudi 
eiw^ojinifaay, ifaetimc required by .the duties of 
G 2 my 
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my profeffion, and the engagements I was likely 16 
be honoured with, proniifing to engage the whole 
of it. At parting he promifed to compty with the 
propofal I had made. But my mother was much dif. 
pleafed widi me for having taken fuch an unallowable 
■ freedom with her. I have before obferi-ed that Qie 
retaind all the formaUty of Quakerifin, notwith- 
itandingi flie liad renounced the rdigibus tenets of 
that people. 

The next morning I went to breakfaft widi Mifs 
St. Ledger, by whom 1 was received with all Ait po- 
litenefs fhe {6 eminently pofleffed, afluated by the 
cordial warmth ufually felt bythe fufceptible, on 
embracing a loved intimate after a long aUence. 
She enquired in the kindcft manner after Mife Con- 
luay; and was much affefted at- hearing that her 

■ friend was in a declining Itate of health, occafioned 
bylier confiant attendance on the PrinCefs of Wales, 
10 whom ftie was a Maid ofHonour, which pre- 
vented her from taking the neceffary fleps for her 

■ reco\'ery. She preffed me to ftay dinner, but whai 
I informed her that I \*-as pre-eftgagcd, and told her 
]iy whom, flie politely fatd (he was then happy, even 
rn being deprived of ii}y company; as die acquaint- 
ance of Mrs. Butler was the moft defirdik of aoy 
in Dablin, and would prove moft agrcCTble and 
beneficial tome. SJie. at the fame time mud» re- 
gretted 
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gretted that ftie was deprived of the pleafure of fre- 
quenting that Lady's houfe, which was occafioned 
by fome umbrage her aunt, Lady DoneraiU, with 
whom Ihe refided, had given her. 

My recq)iion at the Green, when I went to din- 
ner, was of the moft flattering kind. It exceeded 
even my warmeft hopes ; and Mrs. Butler avowed 
herfelf my paironefs, notwith Handing Ihe had not 
yet bad an opportunity of acquiring a knowledge, 
whether I really deferved that honour. When 1 
took leave, Ihe obligingfy reqtiefted, that I would 
pafs every hour, not oppropriated to the bufineft of 
die theatre, at her houfe ; vrhich you may be aOUred 
I did not &il readily to promife; 

As I fix, which you mull already have obferved, 
on the moR remarkable periods of my life for the 
introdufUon of my letttri, in imitation of the divi- 
fi<»i of their chapters by chronologers ; and as I am 
, noM' about to enter on tjie beginning of my theatri- 
cal exiftenec on the Dublin ib^, I Ihall here con- 
clude. 

G. A. B. 
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M»rth It, 17—. 
1 HE dicatre opened witbeclat— But J»ld, I mo&- 
lirft give way to an impulfe I caimot lefill, and write 
:in exordium to this -letter, in wliich Icverat^fM^ Men-.- 
in their prof eljianal line are to make tbeira^earence. 
Though ^fareiuly digre{£ve, from tay h^ty, yet 
it vaf perhaps tend to further the. piapo{« of it^ 
which is 10 miikgle. inftruf^on with amuTement. — ^It > 
is by ijiduiliy and application alone a peifon can ar- 
rive at esodnejKe ^ any jurofeRiofi. Thpu^atfiual . 
genius is the mofi cflenti^ quality towardi- |he ?tli^- 
ment of everyart or' fci^ei yet gonitis, unaffifted 
by uiibvation can never reach perfe^iioo. . latcnle 
Audy and clofe ^plication are abfolUtely needful 
(j(aTe,in a few ioftances) t» fo^ the trpfy great ; anil 
if the private life of all tbe ^at men who havA. rear 
dered thoolelvEs famoua in any bradch of knowledgCr 
were to pafs in review before. us, weihould find that ■ 
ihe/iiave not been wantingtowards the acquilidon of . 
their fame. The following beautiful lines of the in- 
imitable Spencer convey this document with irreGs- 
tible force, and fhould be always imprinted on the 
mind of every fon and daughter of genius. 

" Abtoti 
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" Abroiid in arms, at borne in flodioui liiiid, 

'■ Who fecks withpainful toil, Iball Ho KOU n foOQcftEad. 

" la woodsi in waveii is wars, fhe's wont to dwclli 

" And will be found with pciil and wilh pain, 

" Nof can ihc man that moulds in idle cell, 

" Unto her bappy manlion e'er atiaiu. 

" Before hrr gate High God did fweat ordain, 

" And wakeful watches ever 10 abide : 

" But eafy is the way, and paJTage plainy. 

" To Pleasure's palace ; ii m^ fooo be fpy'd, 

" And day and night ber doors to all {land open wide." 

I fliall only add foot that I mean to rata niyfelf 
anioag the great) chat what meHt I acquired as an 
aflrefs, attfaough 1 found time to keep up an acquain- 
tance in the genteel circle juft mentioned, was not 
acquired without ctofs application. 

But to proceed — ^The theatre opened with ec&r. 
And what was very fortunate for me, the Earl of 
Ckeflerfield was at that time Viceroy. Mr. Barry 
had made fome iigure on this flage the preceding 
winter, in the character of Othello; and upon ray- 
being engaged, the manager wrote to him to fludy 
that of Cafialio, as he propofed that I Jhould early 
appear in. the Orphan. To add to our fuccefs, Mr. 
Garrick joined "the company this fcafon. Having 
fome difpute with tlie proprietor of Drury-Lane- 
Xheatre,. and Mr. Riak declining to give him the 
G 4. _ term* 
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it.T:iii he required, lie came to Dublin. ThreeYucft 
capital perfonners as Garrici, Shendan, and Barry, 
in one Company, was a circumftance ihat had fcarcc- 
\y ever happened. 

The two firft, Mr. GariicA and Mr. Sheridan 
agreed to play Sltahe/^peare's charaficrs aliernately, 
'and to unite their ilrength in ever^- performance. Iiv 
he " Orphan/' Ga/r/cji performed Chamont; Barry, 
'Caflalio; and" Sheridart, Polydore. In the " ?air 
Penitent," Sheridan plaj'ed Horaiio ; Garrici, Lo- 
thario ; and Barry, AJtamont.' The latter charac- 
ter was played fo capitally by Mr. Surry, tliat this 
part feented as confe<^uential as either of the other*, 
I was obliged to appear almoft every night ; mi 
fometimes incharafters very unfit for me. The great 
apj^ufe that I received, however, fpnrred me on, 
an^ excited in me the ftrongeft endeavours to deferve 
it. And that I might at oiicc pay a proper attention 
to the duties of my profeflion, and have lime to en- 
joy the fociety of my new friends, I fcarccly allow- 
ed myfelf even that portion of reft which nature 
requires. A good conftitution, however, and in- 
exliauftible fpiiits, enabled me to go.tlirougli the 
fcafon. 

After fome time, the tragedy of " King John" was 

propofed, wherein Rofdvs and the manager were to 

appear together, ani play alternately i\k King and the 

Ballard 
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BaAard. Upon thisoccafion Mr. Sheridan infilled on 
my playing Cooftance ; whilA Mr. Garrick objcfled 
to it, as there wouldthenbenoperron tojilay Pnnce 
Arthur, but ilie late Mrs. Kennedy, a( that time Mils 
Orpheur, who was nearly of the fame age as myfeli, 
and from being hard-favoured, looked much older. 

Upon Mr. Garrick's abfoluXe rcJe£tion of my ap- 
pearance in the chara£lec, on which I had fet my heart, 
and for the performance of which I had flipulated in 
my articles, I Aew to my patronefs Mrs. Buller, to 
complain of the breach of them. Nolwithflanding 
her partiality for Mr. Garrick, fo highly did I Hand 
in her favour, thaf Ihe inuEudiately fent rqund to all 
her frieods, xo retimcll they would not go to the plaiy 
rtie evening it was petfovmed. Betides the confe- 
quence of family and fortune, this lady pofleffed very 
great power m the genteel world- To this may be 
added, thai as llie frequently gave baits, all the young 
la£csthat were ufually invited, were always ready to 
oblige her inany reqneft of this nature, tij eniure them, 
felves a place at Ihofe entertainments. And every 
one of thefe readily obeyed, and fpread abroad her ia- 
junaions. The boufe on the night " King John was 
perfm-mcd for the firft time wjs, of couife, very thin. 
Tlie receipts did not amount to forty pounds. 

This, was the firft theatri;cal huraiUation the immor- 
ill M^fcius ever met with ; and he fcverely repented 

.■ prefer- 
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preferring Mb. Fitrtiioat, who played Uiecharafter of 
ConAance, to my little felf. But what cooipleated - 
toy triumpb was, that when the fame play wu ^aia- 
pcrformei], and Mr. SheridMi played the King; Car- 
rick, Hat Baftard ; and tayfelf ConAance;. more peo- 
ple were turned away than could get places ; and the - 
iJilpute relative to the charaSers which had lately 
happened, made ttie audience recnve me with the- 
warmeft mtAa 6( iqjprobation. 

But notwitMbnding tEis iiiccefs, Iwajdetermiaedi 
to return the mortification Mr. Garrick tud-bem dw- 
'caufcofttfTOC, the very firft opportunity thatprc- 
fenteditfclf ^ and ii was not kmg befbre one offardd. 
This tlTTLE great man was tq have twobenefitS' 
during the feafon ; and that they might not come too" 
near each other, it was agreted that he fhoidd liave one - 
of them early in it. He had fixed on " Jane $bore" 
for his firft benefit. And on a[q)lication bdng made 
te me to perform that charafier, I abfolutely refufcd: 
it, alledging the ohje3ion he had xiade to my playing. 
Conftance, namely, my 'youth. Finding dot entiea- 
lies were ineffcaual, he prevailed on Mr*. Bti^r to 
■make ufe of her intereft with me; fenfible that 1 could 
not reftife the folicitatiwis of a lady to whmn I was- 
bound, not onfy by the ties of gratitude, but ihofe of 
policy. And wtulfl he made this appKcation, that he 
might leave no metliod of obtaining my oonient ue- 
tned, 
,, C-.ooylc 
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tried, he wrote me a note atthe lame lime, whicb oc- 
cafioned the following laughable incident, andfumifh- 
ed converfation for the whole city of Dublin. 

In his- note he informed me, "thai if I would 
" oblige him, he would write me a goody goody qii- 
" logue ; which, withthe htJp of my eyes, fhould do 
" more milchief than ever the fleflior the devil had- 
" done fincc the world began." This ridiculous 
epiftle he direfled " To my foul's idol.the beautified' 
" Ophelia f and delivered it to his fervani, with or- 
ders to bring it to me. But the fellow having feme- 
more agreeabl? amufement to purfde than going oa- 
birmailer's errands; he gave it to a porter in the flreet 
without- having attended to the curious (Ure£)ion that 
was on it. Tlje porter, upon reading the fuperfcrip- 
^on, and-norknowing throughout'the whole city of 
Dublinany lady of quality, ivho bore the titJe either 
of " My Soul's Idol," or "The beautified- OpieHa," 
oaturalfy ogncluded that it was intended to anfwer 
feme jocailar purpofe. He accordingly carried it to 
his maftw, who happened to be a newfman ; and by bis 
inea'ns it got the next day into the public prints. The 
Uiditer of this high-flown epiftle, it muft be fuppofed, 
was not a little mortified at its^ publication. Nor was 
my mother, who was always awake for my reputa- 
tion, without her alanns; left it Ibould injure my cha- 
raflerj but that,.thank Heaven, was too well efta.. 
blifhed. 
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blilhcd, to be endangered by fo riJkulous an acci- 
dent. 

" Noman ijwifc at alt hours," fays tlfe prOT'crfe. 
And never was this adage more completely verified 
than in the foregoing anecdote. That [uchjilly goody, 
goody Auff, 3S his q)iille contained, fliould ever fall 
from thc.immorial pen of the immortal Rojcius, even 
in themoftcarclefsandrelaxed moment, " wasftrange,, 
" was paffing ftrange." . Fortune feems tohave taken 
advantage of the writer's momentary imbecility, and 
at once to corrcft him for it, and to caution himagainft 
the indolence of fucli trivial affefted humour — 'fuch 
an apology for wit — in future, contrived matters fo. 
tliM it (hould be made public. 

With fuch a-company, it muft reafonably be ftip- 
pofed, that the feafon turned" out very lucrative to Mr. . 
GarricA and to Mr. Sktridan. What the emoluments. 
pf B-ofcius. were, I do not recoOefl, but it was re- 
ported that they were almoft incredible- 
After a reconciliation between Mr, Garrick and 
myfelf bad been effefled, he.vifited much ofiener at 
Colonel Butler's tlian uf^al. The Colonel had a 
feat on the fea-coaft, not many miles from Dublin ; 
and my mother thinjyng that bathing in the fea would 
be of great benefit to my heaJVh, fiie took a furnifhed 
houfe at the ftieds of Clontarf, for that purpofe. 
She fixed on this fpof, that I might at the fame time ■ 
be 
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He nearmy much-loved companion, Mik Bitl!er ; be- 
tween whom iuid myfelf, as infeparable a connefUon 
had taken place, as if it had been cemented by the 
ties of blood. To fach an extravagant height was 
our regard for each other carried, that nocwithltand* 
ing we ufually met at dinner, and^fpent the remainder 
of the day together, I had generally an epiftle or two 
before that hour arrived. — Sweet is the imion which 
exifts between two young perfons o£ the fame fex, 
and of delicate and (iifceptible minds, at our time of 
life. Unembittered by the turbuleni defires wid anxi- 
ous cares of love, all is joy, delight, and pleafmg 
expeflation. The way is, ftrewed with flowers, and 
not a thiille rears its head to wound the lightly-trip- 
ping-foot. 

At tlie coraclufion of the feafon, Mr. Garrick pre* 
pared to rctUFn to England, with the rich harveQ that 
had crowned his- toils. iAia. Built r, whohadatalle 
for wit, was as fond of his company as her amiable 
daughter was of mine. Indeed it was not without 
reafon (he was fo ; for I know very few whofe com- 
pany was to be courted in preference to lAt^Garrick'i 
when he e'ndeavoured to pleafe. The following 
whiinfical manceuyre of Mrs. Butter'^ will (hew that . 
her fancy was fumetimes as fportive. and her fatire as 
keen, as that of her witry guefl. 

Some 

. ■ " r, „„..= ,. Gooylc 
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Some days before Mr, G<irm:i's departure for Btigi- 
land, as Mrs; BulUr, her dauj^ier, myfelf, and fome 
other company, were walking on the terrace, wc had ■ 
the fatisfafUon to fee the much admired hero come 
galloping up to the llonft. He foon joined us ; and 
to the great regret of us all, particularly Mrs.- Butler, . 
announced his intention of leaving Bnbltd the- next 
day. Whilft' we were engaged in converMMi, the 
lady of the boufcwent away abruptly ; but foon re- 
turned, bearing in her hand a fealed packet, which fiie 
delivered to Rofdusi thuS' addfeflSng him at th* fame- 
time. " I here prefiMityou, Mr- Garrick, with fome- 
" thing more viJiiable than life. In it you will read 
'* my fentiments ; but I ftrifily enjoin you not to • 
" open it till yen have palTed the Hill of Howth." 
Wo all looked furprifed at Aiscxtraordinary prefen- 
Muon, efpeiaally Colonel Butler's chaplain, whowas' 
one of the party. As the lady inchned fomewhat to ' 
prudery, and had ^ways appeared to he- governed by 
the moft rigid- rules of vimie,.we could none cS us- 
guefs the purport of the- prefent, though her con- 
duQ feemed to adnnt of a doubtful interpretation. 
But Camr^, whoWas asconfclous of poITejCng na- 
■ Hire's liberal gifts as any man breathing, took the 
packet with a, fignificaiK graceful air j concluding, 
without hefitation, that it contained, not only a va- 
luable prefent (the giver having tJw power, as well as 
the 
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Ac'dXpofiaon to be generous) buc a declaialioD of. 
fitch tender {entimems, as tier virtue vrouM not per- 
mitherto-makeknowntohim \t4iilft he remained in < 
the kingdom.. . 

After dinner Mr; Garnet took his leave,, and he 
was no fooner departed, than Mrs. ButUr informed' 
thecon^njr, diacthff contents of the valuable packet: 
widt which (he had pre^led Iier vifitor, were nothing . 
more than "Wefley'i Hynim," and "Dean' Sunfl's 
*• DifctWrfe -on- die Trinity ;" addingi that he would ( 
have leifure during tus ^x^age-, toftudy the one, and: 
to digeft the Other. Ydu may be affuredthat we aH 
enjoyed ^ji^e.. As fer- my own part^ I could 
fcarcely keep my riliblft-lacultres in any order, when 
Wj iaiBginfition prcfentcd to me, Garricffs- difappoint- 
ment at finding-the contents of the^ padiet fo verf 
ttiieroit from what be had conclbded them lo be. I. 
muft infono' you, that at our next meeting, Mn. 
Garriek aeqUainted me, that upon opening- the packed 
and feeing what it c^tained, he was fe much cha- 
grinedt that ihftead' of benefiting by the Chrifti^n- 
prec^ts to be found therrin, he, in tbe-moft Heathen-' 
ifli manner, <^eied them up a lacrilke to Neptune. 
In- plain Englifli, he threw both Mr. ffe^ and the 
Dean, cbeek~by-jde, into the fea.— A more hetero- 
geneous unioB' certainly never took place. 

Whim 
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Whilft I Kfided at the Oieds Qontarf, a ludi^ 
erous incident haj^ned, whichr though it was like 
to have been attended with fcrious confequencei to me, 
fitll excites fuch laughable ideas in my mind, when- 
ever it occurs to my reeoUefHon, that I cannot for- 
bear relating it. 

One day the beatiful widow Madden, afterwards 
Lady Ely,, came down to pay me a vilic. As it was 
a Iiolid^, X circumftance my vifltor badnot recol' 
lefled, and fhe had come early, in order to fpend the 
whole <^y '^'li me> ^^ accompanied me tu a bam 
ibme few. miles off, where theferviceof ourcharch, 
for tlte convenience of the neighbouring peafants, 
was ufually performed. 

As the place was fitualed upon the fea coaft,, th« 
congr^ation, which was very numerous, chiefly 
confiAed of iijhertnen- and their families ; and im. 
luckily fome ciccumftances happened, which put our 
^avity tothe teft,. and counterafled the intentional 
4evotion with which we entered the fi^cred. Qied. 

The weather being uncommonly warm, and the 
barn much crowded, the effefls foon became vifible 
on the countenance of tlie facerdotal' gentleman that 
officiated. The fiibtile fluid produced by perfpira- 
tion, in plenteous ^ams bedewed his vifage, which 
obliged him. to have frequent recourfe to. his hand, 
kerchief;. 
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kefchief ; and as that Iiappeaed to be deeply bnged 
with blue, and never to liave been ufcd before, his 
face was (oon adorned with \'ario«s ftripes ©f that 
■ colour, and exhibited a fpeftade that would have 
extorted a fmile from the moft rigid Anehoritc. 

My feir companion, who, by the by, loved laugh- 
ing more than'piraytng, and preferred a joke to a 
homilv, by frequent jogs with her elbow, drew my 
attention to the outre figure that now prefenied it- 
felf. In any other place, fo> ludicrous a fcene would 
have afforded me the higheft eslertabiinent ; but as 
I always made 3 point, and hope I ever QidH, oi he- 
having myfelf in a place of worfiiip with tliat reve- 
rence and folcniiiity 'which is due to. it, I was not to 
he tempted to forget where I was. 

After the prayers were ended, the minilter gave 
an exhortation to his auditors; and now, by- the 
quaintnefs of fi^ne of his cxprelTlons, rendered tb^ 
hilarity which his bqilaftered countenance had firft 
excited in my companion's mind, ungovernable. In 
the courfe of his oration,. he took occadon to intro- 
duce the fall of our iirft parents. Wlien addreffiag 
liimfeifio the female part of his congregation, who 
-as I have already (aid, were fifti-wonien, he exclai- 
med, %vitli a much ftronger tinfture of the Hibernian 
brogue than even fome of our prefcnf preacher*, 
" Your mother Eve fold her immortal foul, and 
"with 
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" with it all nuskind, for an a|^]e ; but {iich is your 
"^ deprarily, ya wretchesi that you would felt your 
** fouli for an oyfter ; nay, mrea for a cockle." 

Though my tiir friend had been hitlieno able to^' 
keep her riGble faculties wiiliin tolerable bounds, an 
cxpreOion fo replete with lew Imioour — fo truly lu- 
dicrous— ivas- not to be withflood ; fhe burfl into a 
loud and violent fit of langhter, and hurrying out of 
the rufiic chapel, left nu to encounter the rage of the 
oSended priell, and his endiuAallic auditoty. 

It wae happy for me, that I had e^^n then obtained 
(be F^utation of being^ a *devotie, as the clergyman- 
injtantly put a Hop to Ms exhortation, and' addreffed' 
himTelf particularly to loc. Mc told me, that if he 
was not well afTured, from the geoerai teaoi of my 
fcehaviour, uid the character X bore; t£at T was iii< 
Citable o£>countenandi^ fuefa a flagrant affront \a 
die Deity, he would caufe me to b« expelled from 
Ae mother chureb j but as he llc^d that v^as not- 
tfie cafei he would foigtve my bringing a perfoRj 
who, having no devotion herfclf, had dared to difturb. 
tholi; who had, i£ I would, Inform him of her name. 

. * Bj 1 Julelii, I lOtta a per&n deroted to relieion, in tbe nut 
fenft of cbe word, without oftentation, enlhufiafia, hyproctify, or 
rantour, as either of thefe cannot 611 ii> ofFfod, inltead of plfaling, 
ftOF maei/Ml Cre«tor. Swk « »!t»Wef I h'Jir.bly ftuft ! im, and 

«rcr ibaU' Kmaia. 
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lb- order to appeafethe offended priefi.Tgavehiininj' 
word ihat I would fend to him ; and the fervice con- 
ciudedi without an.y farther interruptioni- 

As to Mrs. Atadden, 0ie prudently mounted her 
horfe, and returned wiih all fpeed t» my lodgings ; 
flie otherwife would have flood a chance of being in 
the fame predicament poor Qrpkeus was; the com- 
mon people of that country being no Ids revengeful^ 
when their religious- right* are fiippofed to be 
coatemncd, that the Tbrat^ian dames could be for 
thtf indifkrpifcfi Ihown to their fcx. 1^ the foa o£ 

AfAih,. ; 

; A^eeoble. to my promiiJG to thepneft, I fent t» 
him foon after j ifot, indeed, to acquaint .him with 
tltename of my imprudent com^Mnion, butto en* 
ct^vouT t9 palliate her ofience^ fortunately, Mr;- 
(k^Dfp was his penitent, hf whole meaos the afiaii 
wa^ at liei^gth^Biade up. And this ' interfcreoM vra» 
^ only part of bis coodu£l, with rt^gard. to my(eU^ 
that I ever was pleafed with^ 

As this lady is the fubjefi of my pen, t caHnot re- 
£rain from giving you another anecdote of ber, which 
plainly evinces, that t^d occafion requiredi as in th« 
primitive times, {he did not ^pear ioclinable to die a 
mar^r for the lake of her rehgion. 

The 
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Tlie honourable Mr. Loftus, afterwards E^rl of 
Ely, pakl his addreJTes to her during herwidowhood, 
which met wiih a favooirable reception, and they ■ 
were maiTied. But, as Juba fays,* 

" Sraulj" (bod growl familiar Jo the loccr, 
" Fade* in bis eye, md i»i6 upon the fenle,"' 

The lady was fhoiigfillefs, and-'tlie gentleman- un- 
principled. For the latter being il length fully fated 
with (he lufciour banquet, wilhed^ to awil himfelf of 
the laws of Ireland, which certfider a marriage be:- 
tweenamemberof ibe'cftaHiihedehurcbandaCatho. 
lie, as not binding. But the lady having but little 
faith, eidier in retigton or her intended fpoufe, had 
taken care to circumvent a (lep of that kind ; for the 
day before their nuptials were to lake place, flie bad 
thought fit to make a public recantation <A tlie reli- 
gion flic -profeiftd. Atid this reuUation oftia 
ch'icaneiy, occafioned hiiA-to be nHferable.ftM' Sfe^ ■' 

Some have fecmed' to briiCT'e, that iW* uiiibii was 
not of a ferious nature ;- but in my oprniofi it is 
fcarcely credible, that a lively, beautiful, and accom> 
pliihed woman, poCTetredof'an independency, would 
facrifice, herfelf to a brute/ fiiffer lierfelf to be im"- 
mured in the country, and bear to be treated with 
uncommon rigour, had the conneflioa been lefs 
binding. 

A* 
• Quo, AQ I. Scene IV. 
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As one ftory brings on another, you muft have pa- 
tience with mc whilfl I repeat to you an impromptu 
■of Lord Ckrfterfidd'i upon this lady ; which, I beliere, 
has not been much hackneyed. Upon an anniverfary 
of the battle of the Boyne, during liis vicero}fiiip, 
which is always obfervcd as a grand gala at Dublin, 
Ihe appeared at court in white fattin, and had a3orned 
herfelf with an uniifua] quantity of orange- coloured 
ribbands. Obferving which, his Excellency accofled 
her, and paid the following extempore compliment to 
her charms ; 

Tretty rebel, whcTt'sihijefi, 

■Of wearing orange on ycflu bical). 
When that breaft does {iill difclore 
The whiteneft of the rebel rofe ? 

Permit me juft to add, that the happy manner in 
which I fpent my time in this teireflrial paradife, 
and with fuch agreeable company, fo much increafed 
ihe peace, of the old gentleman with the fcythc 
and hour-glafs, that he tripped along through 
.days, weeks, and months, as nimble as a dryade ; and 
,xhe fumroer pafled imperceptibly away, 

G. A. B. 
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March iS, 17— 
X O Oidw my readiners to obey your commxnds, 
Madun, (for the KequeAofafricDdiscUobbgatory as 
a conunand} I employ almoft every 4iour on the con- 
'tinuation of my aarutive; and ihall efleem myielf 
fufliciently repaid, if I can prevent it from proving 
tirefcHne. You muft remember that it is the tiftory 
of a weak woman, recited by the fame weak woman. 
Be therefore to her faults, whether relative to her 
conduft, or her hterary ones, a little Hind. But a 
truce with apologies. Such as it is I give i* imto you. 
The next winicr, when our theatrical campaign 
commenced, we were very apprehenfive that we fhould 
feel thedefcrtion offo able a general a&Garrici, But 
through the exertions of the manager, who was de- 
fcrvedly a great favourite with the gentlemen of (he 
college, at wliich he was bred, as ihe provoft and pro- 
fefTors had been his fellow-fiudcnts, our fiiccefs was 
not lefs than when we were aided by his powerful 
alliflance — He who, in ktTnfilf alom, was a tower of 
invincible ftrength. 

A drt^l circumftance happened about this time, 

which I mult not omit. Going one evening to Fifh- 

amble-fl/eet concert, I happened to befeated next to 

. Lord 
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Xwd Chief Baron Botoes. jVgnuIenaD, who wu 
^lauly c(»iie to Dublin, entering into ^onverfaticHi 
with his Lordfhip, renurlied to him (at the lame time 
fining bit eyes upon me), that his daughter was vallly 
like him. We were at this period reviving at tlie 
.^leatre, " The Merchant of VeniceT' upon which it 
infiantly occurred to me, to make particular obferv^ . 
tions on the manner of the perfon I was thus fuppofcd 
lorelemble, in order to adoptitin tbepart of Portia, 
which 1 was to play- 

I according^ did fo; and fucceeded ib h^pily, 
that when I made my appearance as the counfelior, 
the audience, flruck with the fimllitude, univerfalty 
excIaiBied, " Hate comes the young Lord Ctnrf 
" Baron," And I Bstaised that title during my refi- 
dcnce in the kingdom. 

The Lord Chief .Sar^nfumlciF was Ji» muchpleafcd 
.with the imitation, thaffae paid me mapy comf^ments 
.upon the occa&on. Hehumoroully remarked, that I 
h»A even got his cough ia ^ nuddle of a long word* 
This indeed was true, but it proceeded entirely from 
accident; as I never had the [deabie of heanng his 
LordJhip fpeak in ai^ ^ the Courts. I however, 
luckily bit off this pecuUaf tty m Kfsaiiag the wocd 
fraHxament. Was it tOi that I am apprefaenitve of 
incnning the impuUM* «f'v»ni^. I wmtld give,]Knt 
Att coiwhifiui of tus Lerdlbip'il cpj^afa yy a fy ad- 
drefs 

■ ,, C-.ooylc 
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drcTs to me. I will therefore omit it ; but guefs fomc- 
tiling verj' flattering, and even then, I affare you, that 
you will fall far fliori of the purport of it. 

Early in the feafon, the tragedy of " All for Love, 
" or the World well Loft," was revi\-ed ; in which 
Barry and Sheridan flood unrivalled in the charafters 
of Antony and Ventidius. The getting it up pro- 
duced the following extraordinary incidents. The 
manager, in an excurfion he had made during the fum- 
mer to London, had purchafed a fuperb fuit of ciethes 
that had belonged to the Princefs of Wnlcs, and had 
' been only worn by her on the birih-day. This was 
made into a drefs for me to play the charatler of 
Cleopatra ; and as the ground of it was filver tilTne, 

'my mother thought, that by turning the body of it in, 
it would be a no unbecoming addition to my wafle, 
which was remarkably fmall. My maid-fervant was 
acconSngly fcnt to the theatre, to afiifl the drelTer 
and mantua-maker in preparing it ; and alfo in fewing 
on a ilumber of diamonds, my patronefs not only 
having fumifhed me with her own, but borrowed fe- 
TCral otliers of her ^quaintance for me. When the 
women had finifhed the work, thev all went out of 
tiie rbottii and left ihc door of it indifcretely open. 

■ ' Mrs. JTi/rtofi*/ {who owed me a gnidgc", on account 
of my cclipfihg her, as ths more favourable reception 
I met -witii'lironi the. public, gave her rotHn to con- 
clude 
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t^nje I did ; and likevnfe for the itir which had been 
made lall feafon abeat the Ctarafler oi Conflance) 
aecidoidy paffed by the door of my dreffing-iootB in 
iheway to her own, at it-ftood open. ^Seeing my 
rich dreft thus lying'expofed.andobreiving no perfon 
by to prevent her, (he ft^iped 'at and ■carried off tht 
Queen of Egypt's paraphernalia, to adorn berWf in 
the charadsr of 0£bvia, the Roman matron, wfcich 
Jhe was to peifonn. By remarking fr<»n^ tttne to 
limemydrelK, which was very differMit from the ge- ■ 
neralityof heroines, Mrs. fanuW/had juft acqiatcd 
tafle enough to defpife the black velvet in which thofe 
Jadies were ufually h'^ited. And without confidering 
ihe impropriety of enrobing a Roman' matron in the 
habiliments of the -Egyptian Quwi ; or perhaps not 
knowing, that there' was any impropriety in it, (he de- 
termined, for once in her lifetime, to be as Gneasmy- 
felf, and that at my expence, She accordingly fet 
to work to let out the cloatlis, which, dirough my 
mother's ccconomical advice, had been taken in. 
. . When my fervant returned to the' room, and (bund 
the valuable drefs, that had beta committed- to het 
charge, mining, her fright and agitati(»i were beyond 
expre6^n. She ran Uke a mad creature about the 
theatre, enquiring of eveiywie whether they had feen 
*»y thing of iL At length (he was informed that 
Mn. /w-niod^bad got poffe(Con of it. Wlien run- 
vOt. I. H oing 
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Dtog to tlut hiy's Ai^i&ftg-vxm, Ibe was lA^ly pe^ 
tiified at beholdii^ the work, which had caft her lb 
much paiuf, itiideoe. My damlct's veins, unfoRti^ 
mte^ for Mo. Ftimwai, were rich wtdii the Mood of 
the O'Biyen's. And ^u^ Ihe bod cot been \AeR. 
wiA &} polifted w edilcfttion as Jbcb « name was ea- 
titM to, ibe inherited it leall the Jfiiril of the Kin^ 
•f UUUr. 'Pvu^sJified ibr canning on an actaclt 
CTeo<0f aaMtfe4B]{it>rt«it nature, fiie at firfl demanded 
die-dlrelftvMh loltfablsiUvilit)'; but meeting widi a 
ffmapkoty rcfufa), tW blood of her great forefathers 
boikd-wiihiB ber veias, stnd without any more ado, 
ihe fsU-toathaod nail upon poor Mi's. Fumwal. So 
violem wai the aUauh, that had not aflifbnce arrived 
in.^me to refcue her from the fangs of the oiraged 
Hiheniiaa vyrp^ »y tlteairioil rival would proba- 
bly have aeva had a&'<^iOrtuhity of appeariag once 
ia l^rlife adomedwith r«a/ jewels. 

When I came to the theatre, I fondd my fervant 
dilTolved in tears at the fad difaO^ ; for notwithltand- 
ing bar heroic exbrtio&G, flie had not been able to 
iaing off the caufe <rf {iifi conteft. . Bbt fo £>r waB I 
born paitaking of h«i' gri*^ that I cettfd -not indp 
bung highly, diveitod at th» itbfunhty of the iiictdem; 
Nodnng conceniiBg a tibiKriN c«bM at that tsnuraflEed 
my temper^ except tb<> di^iptliatAient I ^dad ratt w^ 
in not ^Karingin -thBtiflfrt ol CdsSibce, o it^httk 
, ■ fdattd. 

.. C-.ooylc 
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Ttlstted- And I acknowledge I aymcd a fecrci pka- 
furc in the expeSation of ubat [be refuh vould be. 
I fent in4«d for the je-*els ; but (he lady," ren&ivl 
courageous by Naniz, zdA the preface of l»cr pan- 
tUBur, Mar^jn, who' was not yet dtad, conderccnilecl 
tb fend me word, that I (hould have th£-a after i£e 
iflay. 

In fhis fituation I had no other Moilrci thin to 
reverfe the drelTes, and appear is p!aln in die cJia^ac- 
ter of the hixurious Queen of EgS'pt, as Antony's 
good wife, alihough the fifter df Caefar; Ought to have 
been. In the room of precioas floncs, with which 
my drefs fliould have been decorated, t fubnituiM 
pearls; add of all my fincrj' I retained onW my dia- 
dem, that Lndirpeiifablc mark of ro\afe'. 

Ever^' tranfaflion that takes place irt the theatre, 
and every circumflance relative to it, are is well 
known in tSiiblin as they would bfe Tri a coiiu'tiy town. 
TTie report of the richnefs and "elegance of" my drefe 
had been ifnivcrfally the fuBjeEl oTcdnverfaiion, fyr 
fbme time before the nigTit of performance;' wteh, 
t6 flie furprife of the audience, I appeared in white 
fattjn. My kind patroncfs, who fat in the flage-tiox 
JTe'eiiiea not to be able to accbiirit for'fiach aii uncx- 
jwffa aroiraftance. And not Teeing me, adorned 
with tEe' je)vels fii'e had'le'nt me, flie naturally fup- 
, ■' " Ha ■ ■ pofcd 
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pofed I had rderved my regalia till the fcene in which 
I was to meet n^ Antony. 

When I had firft entered the green-roonit the 
maoager, who expefied to fee me fplendidly drcfled, 
as it was natural to fuppofe the eucbanting Cleopatra 
wouldbaye been upon fuch anoccafion, exprefledwitb 
Ibme wamth hu furprile at a dirappohumrat, which 
lie could only impute to caprice. Without being in 
the kaft difcompofed by his warmth, I coolly told 
turn, " that I had uken the advice Ventidius had 
" lient me, by Alexis, and had parted with both my 
" dothg and jewds to Antony's wife." Mr. Shtri- 
dan coi^ not conceive my meaning; but as it was 
BOW too late to make any alteration, he laid no more 
upon the fubje£l. He was not, however, long at a 
lofs for an «x}ilanatian; for going to introduce 
Oflavio to the EmperOr, be difcoveiied the jay in 
^1 her borrowed plumes. An apparition could not 
have more aftoniflied him. He was io confounded, 
idiat it was fomc time before he could go on with 
lus part. At the fame inAant Mrs. Batter exclaim- 
ed aloud, " Good Heaven, the waman has got on 
" n^ diamonds !" The gcntlcmot in the pit con- 
cluded that Mrs. ButUr had bedn robbed of ibem 
. by Mrs. FurmveU ; and the general confiematicRi, oc- 
cajtoaed by fo extraordinary a fcene, is not to be 
•defcribed. But the audience obferving Mr. SAiriia* 
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W fmile, they fuppufcd there was fome myftoy 
ui the afiair, which induced them to wait with pa- 
tience till the conclufion of the afl. As fo6n as it 
was fitiifhed, they beftowed their applaufe upon 
Antony andTuj faithful veteran; but as if theyhad 
all been animated by the fame mind, theycfiedout.* 
" No more Fumival ! No more fumiW.'" Tbit 
fine drefTed lady, dilappointed of the acclamations 
Oie expeScd to receive on account of the grandeur 
of her habiliments, and thus hooted for the impro- 
priety of her condu£l, ^ery prudently called fits to 
her aid, which incapacitated her from appealing 
again. Aod the audience had the good nature to' 
wait patiently till Mrs. Elmy, whom curiotity had 
led to the theatre, had dreCTcd' to finifh the part. 
Had the charafter of Oaavio beeii originally call ■ 
acconMng to merit, Mrs. £/i«)jr would ■ certainly have' 
faad the preference : as the foftnefs of her man* 
her, and the propriety with which' Ok fpoie,' juflly- 
eiititled her to it. 

TTie impropriety of Mrs. Furmval's condufl in the' 
affair, jufl related, warrants my troubling you wllh 
an obfervation I have frequently made, ^hicfa h, ■ 
that every attempt to obtain a delirable cfid, rfthe- 
means are not confiftent with honour and reflitude, 
mar, inflead of promoting it. If I rccoltefl aright, - 
I have made a remark fomeivhat finular to this in 
H 3 . a former 
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ifofoicf tfttef, hu^itcaiuot be too often r^qde4n 
" H^iwjlj nfill b? a^uf^ys foiipd to be the bett go- 
•!. fi(y>"-TT^' Mor^j^ovcrbf^ aifc) preaching (|g4|n?" 
n j ft bi pl t* I bj;^r^9uia): ; " Pay g» oawith youc 
npt»j^f>"; \ i(«iU, iny de^r Maj^ni,. -1t\K^ I bava 
leHjiip^i .)(t^ thsjt it is, by yogr perraiffioft I now 
ag^^lliea.preacb, as, yp^tare pl^fedto tenttit. 

WUtl tjlffe io^trruptions, tl}^ pipce coi^d- i>Pt %p- 
pSiit W f? (Huc^i advantage, on- iti ^ i^rdeota- 
tto% ^ ^t; »va3 te^foa to hope it ^»uld. But 
t^ tjS^ft jfligjij, eitbtff inipired witkthe hxiWiaffcy pf. 
"jy oroaPjierJ^,, yr aoinia.ied by the fight; qi l^ Eji^. 
c,eUqiiC]( t.9i;d Ch^fr^eU, who, tQgctl}^;with,hij| 
I«4l'.-,fip^ed ilW-^Vr?. it was di^ gd^era^aiHn^a 
th^ I^oev^ lda)c?d' with: To mxy^ ^W^v °T t^ 

. 4(j«uJ«^. ,n^ Jjioiine^r the ft4«idp<>?*;V>B^; 
a. v«)f uqsJlow^e^ ^RP'3)'^ i # &«*"!§ lus apjj^ol^, 
tioD. Beii^ a little Suflied with tiqtioi, OT Qtber-K 
wife I stn jp«^i^adi^ .Ue could ^ot hay^ beoi i^^' 

ble c>f |^l^ t)ffiiyte% he jul bis Upa to tijia \^ oS 

sa i^t^It,,,a4id,Dot coDGd^iing that the Lord Lieute- 
jiapt vrait p^M^t, Qt that it was committed before 
fuch a ni^];^^ of ;^>edator3, I inftantly turned about, 
and gfi/c U^. sentlemvi 3. Qap on the &ce. Violent 
and 
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vnjui^ecoming as tbit fuddm token of reTentment 
appeared, it received tbe ap|>robation of Lord Ouf- 
ierftcldt who rofc frtim his Teat and applauded me 
for Tome time with his hands ; the whole audience, 
as you may ruppofe, following his example. At 
the conclufion of \\tt zB., yi^yoT Macartney came, 
hf order of his Excellency, to Mr. St. L(gir, (that 
was the gentleman's name) requelHng that he would 
nake a public apology for this forgetfulnefs of de- 
corum ; whid) he accordingly did. I have reafon 
to believe that this incident contributed, in a great 
ncafure^ to a reform that Mr. Sheridan, with great 
propriety, foon after made. Agreeable to this re- 
gulation, no gentlemen, in future, were to be ad- 
xuttcd beiund the fcenes. 

G. A. B. 
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Marcb Cj, 17^-., 

X^RQC)£Epi, atid indulge you^lf in any man-. 
" ner >ou,.pleaie, wbgnevM fancy prompts' you tff 
" wandprfrointherflitd of your hiftory j for I rud> 
*' with iiiexpreflibie pleafurc «vcry part of yow 
" L'liers." Do you really write thu*, n^ dearMiu, 
d^m? Aa4dpesmy humble att^cmpt to af[bi4 you; 
H 4 entertainment 
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eotertainmetu anfwer the intended purpofe ? It doesv 
it does. You tell me fo; and I know you are too 
finccre tofiatter me.. Thus encouiaged, Irwili^ro- 
f eed. Nor fludl one rclu£Unt figh at the length oE 
the way whidi Hill ties before me, or a fiisther fear 
of proving.tirefome to you, efcapcme. 

Notwithftanding the.applaufe bellowed upOn my 
tlieatrical talents by th« people of Dublin^ was an 
induIxtabiQ proof of my polTelTuig no- mean degree 
of mcrUj.yet I vru- apprehenfive (though naturally 
vain] that this- wasiather exaggerated by their par- 
tiality, and thcfupport I received on accountofmy 
^mlly, from i he higher ranks. I endeavoured, there^ 
fore, by inteafi application, as I havi: already told 
you, to render them more jufily dieferving jof tha 
P^lic ag)robationi 

tAx. Garrick Saving, aboiujhis' tiine pujrchaTed a 
ha)£>fiiare of the patent of Diury Lane Theatre, and 
toy fnccefsin DobUn having reached hit ear^ he 
wilhed. to engage me for the enfuing fealbai .Ami 
Mr. £fdany, an a3or then of the fiiA rate, being. 
obHged to vilh Ire&nd (e take pofleOion of an eflate 
IcfthimByhirmoAer, Mr. Gamcit' deputed him to 
make me an offer of ' ten pounds a week. This of- 
fer, however, I refufed ; and I acknowledge ray in- 
dfcreiion in fo doing. I mull here juft obfCTve. 
that- the aj^laufe I met with io comedy was 
e(|ual; 
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tqual, if not fuperior, to that which was bellowed 
upon me when I played in tragedy. And by play- 
ing the charafter of Biddy, in" Mifs in her Teens." 
I convinced the town, that I was no lefs qualified 
to perform in loTu than in genteel comedy. 

I was about this time informed that Mr. Quin had 
been fo difpleafed with me for my apparent ingra- 
titude, that be had confented to be reconciled to 
Mrs. Cibber; and nowbeflowed that generous iit- 
tention on her that I fliould otberwife have Qiared 
in. He had been greatly offended with that lady 
alfo, . on accoimt of ber defertion from Covent-Gar- 
den theatre to Drury-Lane. She lay under as many 
obltgationE to him for «a/ favours, as I did for inten- 
tional ones ; for (he bad not only been neceflitated 
to accept of tbofe of a pecuniary nature, but bad 
been obliged to him for her-el!abli{hment on the 
Englilh Aage, from which fhe had been precluded, 
for fome time, by the machinations of her kiiband. 
Her ingratitude was, notwithdanding, now ohlite- 
rated from Mr. igmn's mbd, and he took her once 
more under his proteftion. 

My refiifa] of Utc. Garrick's olFer ofiended blm 
fo highly, that, it was faid, he formed a refolution 
never to engage me upon any terms whatever. But 
the lefolutious of managers, are fcldom confidered 
4S luDdiDg, when oppoled by ibetr ioteiclt. Self- 
Hj interefti 
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inUrcfi, with tbetp* as with the gr^teft part of 
nunlind, is the grand moving principle. PicquCr 
resentment, prejudice, in an inftant diffolve beforc- 
it. Even pride andarrogance bend fubmiflive to iu 
It may therefore be truly faid, however degrading 
the thpi^ht,. to b^ the rutiitg paffioti of the human- 
, mind. 

Jvft U this period ap event happened, which, if 
it had been atteoiJd with the expefled con&quencefr- 
would have hrpken Mrs. Q'Hara's Kc^, l^ve greatly- 
af&ded the tnin^ of my pat^onefs, and have ruine<£ 
my ifpiitatiqij for ever. One night, as I was p^^ 
f onningthe part of X^Sy Tovfniey, jn " The Pro^ 
" voked Huf^and," I ceceived ^ card from Mrs. 
MuiUr^ wrote in.a ^rvant's Jiapd, . retpielliag me to 
come to. her houfe aq foMi as I frould be at li> 
berty. As ihe pptje wa^ delivered to. me during, 
die performance of thepl^y,.lhad Qnly letfurejufl 
tq feftd verbajiy, with my compliments, that the 
fatigUiC of t1ie eveping would prevent toe from be- 
ing able tp do myfelf titat hQnoui-. 

Had I attaided to the circiiipftancc of the card's 
beipg writte;] by ^ fcry^t, I myft hare been con- 
vinced tliat foinethiijg wa^ vrong; as ray dear frien^ 
Mifs Butkr was always happy in feizing every oc^ 
^afion to write to me. It, however, pafTed unno- 
ticed.' Not long ^fter, J f eceived iiWt^er note, in- 
tbnning' 
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fonning ipe, that I mufl aMdhtttly coaie ;Ii£ cao- 
ment I had finiiLed, mi eveo witbout- waitinj^ m 
change my drefs. So very pc^ng vx. iuvhatuns 
I own excited my cuiioiity, and made me impatient 
for the conclufion of my hufiwda. I waa to have 
played MUi Biddy in the eotart^mnent ; but Mr. 
Dyar wha was. to ba^*^ perCarmed Fribble beii^ 
ru(l(lenlytaJieQ.iU, th« after-piece was obliged to be. 
changed; 'wttkieh. enabled ne to make my cuitley 
i«uc^ fbonei ttwn 1 bad. isaioa to expe£L 

My tafkbeing dqner I gpt tnta my chair, in the 
fame^efs in wJtuch I had pkyed the charaSer of 
Lady Townley, and haflcned away to. StephffnV 
Green, As the drefs I wore was a modem one, 
there wa$.no great in^ropne^ in n^ apgefoiog with 
in off the. ftag£., JfiAas. I. entered, one doo£ of the 
paclour ia whi«h.Mp.,5tfV«r and. hat fiaaale vi- 
ctors were, the. Colonel, and feveial gcmlera^ 
who had juA rifen framiheu. bottle, were uSiercd 
i«.at the oppofite one. The c»mpany was nume- 
rajja ; and the.eIe^nCB oE.my dsefi attr?fledthe at- 
t^tioiijO^ all the gfSDtlemea;- bft, n/M. one: of di» 
ladies. Goi»Iercended to. fpeaJ[e,.to, a^e. £«e4 ifae^ 
lac^.(^^ gff^J was^ only (feigned to wcI«(R»e 
me 09 my. entrance, with. a. foi^nal declinatioD of 
herhoad' 

J ■ , H 6 Arcccptioa 
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A recqition fi) ^flerent from wbat i bad lieeR ac^ 
afftomed to in that bootable manfion, not only fur- 
priledi^ botgrcatfy fliocked'me. In-tkir agiution of 
nund, I made up to Mn. O'Hara-, who- was prefentr 
and requeAed'Oie would inform me what was theoc-* 
ctfionofu*^ The.anfwer I leccivcd from her wasi 
ifiat a few. minutes would' determine wUetber fiw 
Otould ever notice meagain< I^ cooliiels of Imt' 
manner, whilft'iKe uttered this, as I' was confcious 
of my inoocenee, and ray anm mnff'have* been welF 
alTured' of -tite (ihcerity of my hearty piqued- my- 
pride for a moment; but this- emotion foonwentoff,'^ 
aiid:i.a0tmied,' atlndl in appearance,, my ufiialtran'. 
qUiHity; 

A gentleman now made his enlre'e, wKbfe' figure,. 
Otapc,- drefs, and^^addrefs, exceeded every thing I had? 
ever beheld befine; THc\adiesnotwithftaiidingi con- 
tioued.to look as ferious^and demure as* a convoca* 
tioa of old maids met on purpofe to diiMi iHe re 
putatibn oTa giddy thoughdefs youngtme. Nor diilf 
this beautiful ftianger, with all his attra£lio_ns, feiem- 
te be Ids ncglefied than myfelf. From being in. 
ftcB company, and'in fiich a fplcndid drefs, for my 
head was adbmed with the jewels- of my patronefs, 
the gentleman- might naturally cenclude, that I was 
•apei£>n of quality. And: as a young lady ofdifiinc- 
tion badlately takenan ailing, on a moonlight ntghtt. 
L willii 

- - , C-.ooylc 
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With 3 noble lord, he imagined.in all probability, from 
the referve with which lie law me received by tlie 
ladies, that I was the very iiJcniical girl who had made 
ihat^tw^iw, and who had now obtruded herfelf 
into the firft circle in the kingdom. What other 
opinion could he fonn of me from the prefent ap< 
pearance of things ! 

From this motive, or fome other, his attention ap- 
peared to be fixed on me, in preference to any of the 
other ladies ; and, he introduced ' hnnrdf to me with 
an air fo eafy and conBdeotl that I knew immediately 
that he had travelled. He* acquainted me that he 
was juft returned from making the grand tour, and 
was come to take pofleflion of his cflate. and fettle 
for the remainder of his days in Ireland. We then 
entered into converfation cm different fuhje£ls, in 
which I acquitted myfelf with more eafe than I ex- 
pe6ted I could have done in a fiate of (uch lufpence. 
My aSefled cheerfiilnefs was fo well counterfeited, 
that it appeared to be real ; and I kept up the ball 
with fo much fpirit, that my companion feemed to 
mtertaiti a better opinion of me than he had done at 
firft. 

The teft intended for the difcovery of fome dubious 

points, which will prefentty be known, haying now 

been carried on as long as neceflary, Mifs Butler 

was fcnt to put a flop to oar tete d teit\ When my 

Catymede 
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Ganymede, whofe curioCty had been on tiptoe to fini 
out who I was, went to ibe upper end of the room 
to make tlie needful int^uiries of the lady of the 
t)ouf^. Having in a whiTper afked the quellion, Mrs> 
Butler anfwered altmit " Surely, you muil know her. - 
" I am cenain you know her ; nay^ that you are well 
" acquainted with her." The gei^tleman, not a litUe 
difconcerted at this want, inaladyof falhion, of what 
is ufually termed tiu tiumde, that is, among other things, 
replying to a whifper in an audable voice ( afluring 
her, Jlill in a low M^^e, that h^ had never feen me 
before, and now felt him{elf greatly intereiled in the 
inquiry. 'J Fye, fye, Mr. Medlicott," returned my 
patroness, " what can you hy for yourfelf, when 
** I inFoi^i yqu, [hv this is the dear girl whofe cha- 
" rafter yoy fo cruelly afjperfed at dinner ?" 

I now plainly perceived, that this accon^lifhed 
guitlenjaa, vain, of his attraOiye graces, had l^oailed, 
like too many others, of favours he had nev^ re^ 
ceived; not knowing that ha did fo in the pre(«)ic9. 
of my heft friends, and that there was a cexi^imty' lof - 
his falfe afTerttpns being detefted. The p^cil of 
Hogarth alone could juflty dq)i£luie the confu^i^ 
of the gentlepian at xhis, ^.'fcfiV^ of hi^ M^ac^jy ; 
or of my petrifaftioii at firming myfelf the fuhjeC): o£ 
his flandei;. It fgrfome ti^e .^ptjlljr deprived, me of 
the ufcgf^veiy faculty, Xi'l^^^c^'^'Dy P^'*"^^ 
kindly 
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liaily relieved me from the fituation in w;Iiich I was 
abforbed. Coming up to me, {he took me by the 
hand, and with a fmile on her countenance thus ad- 
dreffed me : " My dear child, you have gone through 
" a fiery trial ; but it was a very neceiTary one. This 
" g^tleman has vilely traduced your charaSer. We 
" were all perfeflly convinced that you did not merit 
" what he faid of you ; but had he feen you firft at 
" the theatre, inllead of here, he would, doubtlefsly, 
" have maintained his afTerttons with oaths, and there 
" would then have been no pofiibility of contradic- 
" ting liim, however favourably we may have thought 
" of ypu, notwiihflanding. By the method wehave 
" purfued, though it has been foraewhat irkefome to 
" you, his falfehoods have been fo palpably difproved, 
" as not to admit of she leaft palliation." Having 
faid this, fhc embraced me in the moSt cordial man- 
ner. And as foon as I got from her embrace, I ran 
and threw myfelf into the arms of "ray dear ^unt, 
who-feemed to fed the utmoft fatisfaiBion at n^ 
triumph. ' -vi,*i.> ' 

As for my traducer, it may be--|^p&d he'.dM 
not long difguft us with his company. Charming 
and accotgpliOied as he was, there did not app^j to 
be a wifb among us all to detain him — How much 
more charming' and accomplilhed would he have 
been, had truth fp read her refii^ent beams over thole 
per- 
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fcQions with which nature in fo bounteous a manner 
bad fovoured him ! — Of all human failings that o& 
detraElion is certainly one of the worft. The venom 
of the tongue is more fatal in its confequences than , 
the deadly poifon of the afp. It not only proves 
def)ri£live to individuals, but to the peace and hap- 
pinefs of yhote families. — But its fatal effeBs are f» 
pointedly and beautifully delcribed by that great 
mafter of nature, Shake/peare,* in the following well- 
known pafTage, that were I to fill up a whole letter 
uith the feverell cenfures reafon and experience 
could di£Ute, I Ihould rot be able to fay the twen- 
tieth pan (he tithe of what he has faid in thefe feta 
immortal lines. 



"Good nahb n man and wotntn 

" Inbe imme^ate jewel «f their foult; 

" Who A«d( my jturfc fteali tufli, 'li* Conuthing, notbiif ; 

" 'Twi5 mine, 'tis his, and ha« been (hve to iboulaiidii. 

" But be that filches from me my good name, 

" Rob* me of tbat which not cnnchet him, 

" Afid mlwi me poof indeed.** 
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W HEN Mr. Medlictae was gone, one of th« 
gewlemen prdent acquainted us, that during his tra- 
vels, he became enamour^ witb a beautiful Italian 
hdy ; who, hftening to his profcffions of love, left 
her &mity, and became the partner of his flight. 
Her brother, being informed of the feduftioir, pui- 
fued the feir furtive and her paramour, and overtak- 
ing tfftm, gave the gentleman his choice either to 
many his fifter, or fettle the affair in the field df 
honour. -Mr. MeMicole, finding (here was no alter- 
native, prudently chofe the former, and they were 
accordingly united >n iAdi^oKible bonds. ■ ■ ■ 
■^Ail the campany at djororttl^ffa/fe)^ feehftd to 
agree in opinion, diat had tny fami!)^ and fortune 
equalled hi if expe6lations, he woold have confidered 
his niiioii widi die Italian lady invalid, from ils being 
ah a£tof compulGon on his part, and without the 
?eaft fCTupIe, have made me ah offer of his hand, tn 
defiance of honour, humanity, and every tehdei^ 
feeling. Mrs. ^M'f r obfcrved, that nothing couM 
equal her pleafure at this public teAimony of tlie fel- 
fiiy oirMeMicaiii accufatitm; for netwithflanding 
fhe was convinced of my innocence, «id had found 



t;iK,,k 



jfo} TH ? t J? § O.F , 

. it fully confirmed by tlie propriety of my cooduS 
Cnce I had refided in tliat kingdom, (he could uoft 
have permitted her daughter to live in tetnu of iln& 
miipi^cy witti-one whufe reputation wax not perfe£l1y 
ui^uUicd. 

Thejad wotd ^{fn/^/^Vi/ Anick m<i, at the titu^ 
yiii. fiulUr nia^e,uf«,pf it, with iiifxpr^iTit^le forces 
^4 as there i; no <:n,Ka^ a:> 1 havf:, fFe(}uentIy faid, 
tb^t I bold >n e^ua! deteft^tien with deceiptt I deler- 
EilHi;^^, l*t what wpui^ 1^ d^S copfeqHSBce, to tnfonn 
tfet'Iady (hj; fifft oppprti^ij9»;tbat ^fferc^, )that Iwas> 
uQbap&ily,,^ mhi pCTfoj^.fo^ ^q ip(^atc witk ber 
^^b.t^. >J»y .flmraSer ^vi^^g hz^/uUieJ^ though 
Vf^y ufideier7^ly, by tb^ rude breath of £::andal. 
l}iito>^gb t^ vficked jmac^ina^ns of the neb|iemeai 
fonnerly mea^qfifi^f ' F^.tte.prefcnt.l, (;oattiye4 
W W ^^ f'Mfi'JftS iM}9. *) viii^fSWJft of. ttMjfr of 
^JTf^e^p^BSifb?cbr^*»«^^f'Jr ; - ■,. 

, !^^thp.<:(jl]^I»^^y,;t^^t^>p»^h^wnyy<}^llgIpe!v 
tbrfiMgt^ leyity, wtrs fp JnhuRjan as tQ hl*a the c^-. 
Bfler of njQft.of ih;;{(c.f5)T?a|f^ lyli^ 'Wfrc-m tb* ibcaj- 
^caj Jine» ^srcly-,b,?c^Mfe ilwy iUjpafcd„tbeir-TeBU.- 
letionwas offq li(tl^ cfia&qwngt, that: they w«re fit 
filbjeila for tbtir fpprtiife fntHy ; yet ihene frerc many 
I vfas perfuaded) who trod ^ ftage, and were tni< 
ly-virtuous. I bi<0(^ht as examples a PrUchardauX 
aCi'HVj to iiibgm I'&d. I doubted sot but many 
atbcn 
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oibea might be ^dded. I obrcn'ed, t^t were 4c* 
tEcfl^s a» rha.6^ ^ vaftals, fuch a tongup as a i^sfl- 
keoie'i majrhy ia^tnoqs i^ifinuaticms bb& iheirbme 
^r ever, noiwiili&an^u^ Uwre wa^ af lUtle £oun^ 
tjon for th^, as il^o& witli regard to ifiyfblf ]i»d 
j(ill beeatiifcovaed to have. I concIu4ed ^yith 4^ 
c^ciqg tb^ i ttic^ight a woman ^\& pf«i|«pfG4 ^* 
«Bl>len¥'i]3e4 Fe|«!M^i9a ^ tb« fli^, t<( b« fi^iit^y 

Bio^ pi^fwortby, titan ^ior« lyhp Fe4»>wit agwd 
name, merely becaHfe they were facured by rank op 
ft^tine &<ao tte teo^tions ft^lfe; aiv f^^ff 4 "to^ 
or than fiich its. ^oi^h their medio«n(}f 'm\^ 4» 
not &I1 in the vny of the g«y an4 4i1^4(iB, .t^rft 
Coloael £iukr intereupted tny dcclagi^oi;^y |iag-. 
icg, *' And Ibe may be cbafie tbat ef vAr WM Ifk4-"' 
Thii faiiy of bu,^wlucli caiqe in fo a-^9jias, iaA 
trndodtoodofiim due pft^ofiiwnftl Wj«4 buR 
ftririits la' eflitliO. nflorod cb^ediUaeb; wboi, 
thoagU file .rttifnad fo lata, wu ji Wiy «wI«PMt 
Ti|itor. 

. Wfaiii4 ntnmed home, dougti it tuaj very Utf^ 
I could Bot fleep for the refiefiian* wbtcb amfe- in 
diy flkind, oh a review of tbe inci^nts of (he day. 
't How imicb," cried I, " are the world imSiken in- 
"■ their ideas of virtue, as well as f£ happtme/i! the: 
' " generaltty of mankind feera to comprife' cvc^ «r-' 
'^Aiein that of chaJHty, Wiibout daoht, chaflit}&; 
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•• is one of the firft and moft juflly admired virtuiW 
•* tliat adorn the female mind ; yet when we con- 
** fider, that puniflinient certainly attends a breach of 
"that virtue; that the great monitor,' confcience, is 
" perpeiually preying on the heart of every frail fair 
" one capable of refleflion ; and that difgrace is their 
" confequent portion ; furely the truly virtuous ought 
" ntfher to pity, and pour balm into the bofom of 
" thofe who are thus unfortunately condemned loan 
" earthly purgatory, and niay have many extenua- 
** tions to plead, than add to thdr affljdiom by re- 
** preaches or contempt." Suchwere my fentiHWiits 
at that period, young at I was, and fiich are they at 
diis hour. But though 1 thus plead the caufe of the 
UBfortunate, it is not becaufe I have nnhapply a 
chan to the lame lenity mylelf, or that I wifii to ex- 
tRDOMtf a devndon from the pat&oliefiitnde&i'tbia 
poibf ; I have ai hij^a veneration Ear cluflity aod 
ber true vqlariet, and I as muUi tegict the kA of 
mttocence (mj mind ftill retaining its native purity) 
as the moft unerrii^ of my fex can tIo^— ^But as 
Hamlet fayg, " Somewhat too much of this." 
. In the morning, after a reiUcfs night, .1 feund 
Biyfdf in a fever. The diflPer^mt pailioas with which 
my mind had been agitated during the preceding 
evening, had been more than my body could bear; 
Wid a fever enliied- I was not in the ieaft concerned 
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at tny indifpofition, as it gave me an oppommity of 
Itaying at hcHiie witliout oScnding any one. My 
fiiends, however, were greatly alarmed. Mrs. Bui- 
/er and her beloved daughter did me the honour to 
pay me a viltt, and my abfence firom the theatre was 
coafidercd as a general calamity. During my con- 
finement Z could not help indulging my reflefiions 
on the fubjefl which had late^ taken poflelTion of 
my mind ; and I ne\'er before viewed the profefEon I 
had embraced in lb humiliatuig a light as I now did 
through NUdlicoU's afperrions. That every fool who 
happened to be pofleffed of a fortune, Ihould think 
himfelf licenfed to take libenies with me; or e\en 
that my own footman, upon any diflikc, (hoiild be 
able to go for a fhilling into the tlieatre, and infuit 
me; was what I could not bear to think of. The 
very idea affefled me fo much, that I never could 
legaiA. from this time, the felf-fufhciency I poffeired 
■before. My indifpofidon increafed from thcfe cor- 
roding tlioughts; and it was fcvcral days before I 
was able to attend aX the theatre. When I didfo, a 
- difagrecaHe event hi^pened, which retarded my per- 
fe£l recovery, and, with fome other concurrent cir- 
cumftances, was the caiife of my icaving Ireland. 

Mr. Sheridartt in coiifequeuce of the uilutt I had 

received from Mr. St. Lcger, as before related, 

and on account of the inconveniences arifing from 

the 
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the aStom, hid givWi a genertl Bf8« at tire 3SaA 
of the tUatre, and notice in all piA^ papers, that 
no gcAtlemah was, on any account, to be admitted 
behind the Tcencs. It happCtfed one night, juft as' I 
was fo far titovWtd as ra vCntufc to the houre, 
tutnotto perfiJfm; that an ofticer, who had ntorf 
iViii^ in his head, than hutrldnity in his heart, in- 
liHid on palTing the centiy placed at the flage-door. 
■fhe poor fellow pcrfifling in his Veiufal of ad- 
mittance, the officer drew his Tword and flabbed 
him in the thigh, with fo nii\ch violence, that the 
weapon broki, and left a picc< in the moft dange- 
rous part. Hearing a riot on the ftage, I ran from 
the box in which I fat, and flew in my fright to ihe 
next centlnfel for proteflion,' This Iiappening lo be 
the man who had been wounded, I found myfelf in 
a moment ehcompaffed by numbers, and was obliged 
to be a wrtAefs to the broken fteel being uken out. 
The unexpcflednefs of this fcene, and the terrors I 
was thrown into by it, as I was hot perfeflly re- 
ftored to health, were produflive of a relapfe. The 
man, however, happily reco\'ered dirough the pla- 
cidnefs of his difpofition ; but having loft the ufe 
of his leg, ihe offender, who was a man of quality 
providcd'fo^ him (or life. 

' ■ ' ■ ' , G.A.B. 
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About, the thnethlt I was lb wdl tteo*»Tb4 &{ 
lay diforder as to be able to play again, Mr. Barry^ 
Wi^iigto tiy his fortiii^ iu England, vent ^iwith- 
iBut giving the mjnuiger any previous n(Jtice> ■iW'Jjiyi 
iiig any rdpc^ to. his iurtictes. i have alf^M^ obi 
ferved that Mr. Sheridan was held itt' high eftiMitlofl 
hy the ptople of Dilblin. The young t^ntteiben 'hi^ 
longing t»the rollege looked upon him a^ adifilitiy; 
The ladies of his ac(^mntanceflattdred him ; andhrs 
own vanity mifguiddd him. Thus fituated, hfi 
ihouj^tt Wmfdf ■equal lo any imdcruking^'^'lt^ 
required. So that,, npon Mr. S»rry'$ dep^HUrd, fc* 
left the charaflbrs in which be could have do com- 
|ietitor, to ■enter imoifae Walk of lovets and fflri l etl 
ccMBed^. It h true, his Egtrre Wds totefablft, jfld 
might have fuitod dssSinkj but his' roiceand man- 
lier, totally p«etlil^ed'lrini frotti makiHg my coiApa- 
tativeftahd'in ibHn. 

It was not tbilg befotS he Was eotiVitited oTfii's 
imihAej and feettttd by'liif r^T'iVi! 6f " ..fifop," to 
wifb to find .out plays th^'wdfe thore fitiied it) his 
fitenrifio. -fajtrfifs. Ir '■ o*fti«g-b' jrart' *5r mel* this 
pece, tbit of -tlfb Y9mVg ilaif <im cc^a&^ A 
1-- too 
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too infignificant. The Categorical Lady requireS 
too much volubility, and I yrifs objiged to put up 
vith thatof Doris, which was the c:hara£ler of an 
<M nurfc ; and a part of fuch an immenfe length, . 
that this and i£fop'i mactc twoohirds of the perfor- 
mance. 

Ther«wBs no-doubt but Mr. ^licrrt'f/uffj.who mull 
be allowed to.be the bcft declaimer that ever trod 
our Q»ge, would'^havc made a very capital figure in 
jt cbarafler' which wai fo confpicuoufly marked out 
for his talents, had not the performance been in- 
terrupted on the firft night of itt . reprefcntation. 
The houfe was fo muchcrowded, that a per/on, I 
\v^U not to far degrade the title of genfUman, as to 
bellow on tiita that appelluion, finding himfelf in- 
cptiveniendy fituated in the pit, got over the fpLkei 
which divided that part from the ftage. This re- 
moval received marks of approbation from many of 
the audience, who by no means approved of ibe new 
jeguladon, which d^rred them from, coming be- 
)iind the fcenes. Mr. KeUy (that was the perfon's 
name) was not a little pleated that he Had efcaped 
from his confined fitiution, and at the lame time 
Ihewed by l>is manceuvre an appearance of courage^ 
which he was confcious he did not ixailj poiTefs. 

Elevated with his fuccefi, hejnadehis way to ibit 

^reen room. Having heard much of the liberttct 

take* 

,, C-.ooylc 
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^»Kcn by the gentlemen with the performer*, dur- 
^iag tlie time that they were admitted behind the 
fcenes, I had adopted Mr. gain's mode of confining 
mylclfto my drefTing-room. But being 'apprehen* 
five that I was not perfefl in a fcene which was 
raoftly lines, .and which I was to repeat in the next 
afi, I went into the.green^roomto requeft Mrs. Dyer 
to run it over with me. 

When I entered the room, I obferved that lady to 
be greatly confuted, -and that ihe could not move out 
~of an ann-chair in wliich fhe fat, from a man's im- 
peding her. She whifpered me as I drew near, that 
Kdly had moftgrofsly infulted her. Upon, which, 
■not confidering the brutality of a drunken man, par- 
ticularly of an illiterate I rilhman when drunk, laikcd, 
• her why ihe ftaid to here him.i' I had no fooner faid 
this, than I obferved I had offended the. brute, and 
accordingly ran out of the green-room into my dref- 
fing-room, wliich adjoined to it. When I got in, I . 
prudently locked the door, jut^ng that a wretch 
who could dare to.infult a woman with xa indelicate 
converfalion, would daftardly {Irike or mifufe any of 
the fex ona fuppofed offence. .It was a very provi- 
■ dential circumftance tliat I had purfued this ftepj 
for I had fcarcdy done fo, lyhgn KtUy purfired.me, 
and attempted to force the door; at the fame time 
fwearing vengeance j^ainft me. — What outrages 
■ ypi" I- i. againft 

, . C.Hylc 
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Mainft decency, decorum, and hjimamt)', are drunken 
men guilty of, even if ignorance and brotaBty are 
not united «ilhinloxicanon! It «ai no badcuHom 
of the ancient Romans, to rhalu: their Oivei dranl 
once a year, thai dKir children might be mlneOia 
to the deteftable confetuences of inebriation, and 4 
earW Icam to abhor it. 

The noifc which X<% made at my dreffing-roon 

door alarmed the audience, and drew the manager 
„ inquilt into *e caute of iu Finding Kdly thus 
rotouOy difpofed, he defiled him to quit the fcenes. 
The other reMng. Mr. Sheriditi ordered him to be 
«imed out by force. He now found room in the 
•it, a> fcveral of the manager's friends, on hearing 
the dillurbance, had left their places, and gone into 
U. room to learn the occafion of it. The play pro- 
ceeded lUl we were come to the fir* fcene of the 
rafb aft, when an orange or apple wa. thrown at Mr. 
3heMm. who played the chataBer of .Efop, and 
lb well direBed, that it dented the iron ofthefelfe 
mfe which he wore, into Hs forehead. 

Mr. Simian was not only bom and bred a genlle- 
rom but poftlted as much perfonal courage a. any 
„«,n breathing. It may, therefore, befuppoM, that 
lirwould not pntap wttHIueh an indignity. He went 
forward, andaddrefled dse audience, or the petfon 
riBlwwtuHlotdtothrowiti bl« wtofbe &id, nry 
fright 



tnglit pWrtRted me fiem heari^. The cunahi wm 
•tfien dropped, and the jriece Jefi unfinifhcd. "Hie 
foolift beiny who bed oocafioaed this confufioo, 
Ktlly, now went to the manager's room to detBand 
iatisfeaion. And this he immcdiateJy gave hini in 
:* the raoft ample manner,- with an oak-flicJt, which, as 
^fop, he -had carried in his hand during the perfor. 
mance ; wlriia Kelly, to the ^at «ntenainment of 
fuch of Mr. SAeTiian\ friends as vcce prdent, fcH 
-upon the ground in tears, ciying out a the &Hie time, 
■•' that he (houH fcverly repMt this ufage to a gaaU* 
man." To the difgrace of the miHwty (for he wore 
a cockade, during this humliating fcene, Mr. Kelly 
had a fword by his fide. 

When the manager had given Kelfy this fcvere 
CTrreSieH for bis infoleace and brutality, he buffered 
tira to crawl away, for walk he couM not. to Zucas's 
Coffee4IouJe. As foon as he got there, he churned 
the cottpalTioa of the con^iany ; and having iafonned 
them how ill he had been ufeJ. to iatenfl them the 
wore in his favour, falfdy added, that-Mr. SJundan 
had had the audacity to dcdaee, that he Wh» a better 
gentleilun Aan any one who had been that mght at 
thetheatK. It b neceflko^ he,^ to aeqomt you. 
that Lucas; Cofiec-Houfe U the place (o which the 
Irifli gentlemen ufuaUytefort to decide, in an hoo- 
oarable way, their quarrels. Whilft the combatants 
* • rptire 
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retire into tte yard to ecqu'ire gloiy, the reB of fte 
company flock to the windovfs, to fee that no unfair 
advantages are taken, and to make bets on which of 
them falls firft. And of thefe combats, I can affurc 
you, there are not a f ew ; the Hibernians being ex- 
tremely captious ; and veiy often ready to take of- 
fence where none is intended. You muft " fpeak 
'■4)y the card" amongft them, or a quarrel wiH en- 
fue. They iire pofTeffed of many good qualifications, 
but this feems to'be one of ,the foibles of the country'. 
It is not to be wondered at, that perfons of this 
cafl fltould be eafily e:*cited to enter into any prdpo- 
fal which feemed hkely to be produftive of a riot. 
More efpecially, as moft of the frequenters of Lucas'i, 
at that time, had a natural antipaihy lo all learning, 
except that kind of knowledge which enabled them to 
<Uftinguilh good claret from bad. They therefore 
one and all agreed to fally fordi, to lay fiege to fmock- 
Alley Theatre, and facrifice the prefumptious ma- 
nager of it for having forfeited the name of gentle- 
man, by appearing upon the ftage- They likewife 
had aiiother excitement, which was no Icfs powerful 
^ with perfons of their liberal way of thinking; and that 
was his having had the misfortune to have had t 
daflical education, which hi: had greatly improved 
Jw appHcalion and intenfe ftudy: 

Mr. 
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Kir. Sheridan not fuppofing any perforis could be 
fcund weak enough to abet fuch a cowardly being, 
imagined ihe affair was over, at leaA for that night ; 
and he had retired, to enjoy himfelf with Tome of hii 
friends. The theatre was alfa Ihut up. The heroes, 
however, made a brave aiTault againft it, and ftrove 
to force the doors. But finding them- too flrongly 
barricaded, to hope for fucccfs, they retiretL 

The next, evening the " Fair Penitent" was to be 
performed for the benefit of a public charity. Not- 
withltanding which, upon the appearance of Mr.. 
Sheridan in the oharafler of Horatio, the Btxh.ts 
■ diey tenned themfelvesj immediately arofe, and cried, 
" outwith the ladies and down with the houfe." It is 
impoHible to defcribe to you the horrors of a riot at 
a Dublin theatre. The conAernation' and fright 
which it occaiioned aniong the ladies, with whom the 
Sage was exceedingly crowded, ic beyond concep- 
tion. Huibands and-hrotbers were- buflly employed 
in taking care of their wives and fillers ; and all was 
a fccne of confulion. 

M.T.. Sheridan was early advjfed by his friends (o 
^uie the-bou/e ; but lie would not hear of it. How- 
ever, when the rioters leaped upon the ftage, and 
:Ar«alened his life, hp found a retreat abfolutely nc- 
celfary for the prefervatioa of it. Had he not pru- 
dently taken this ftep, ibofe fons of Bacchus would 
1 3 ceruinly 
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cntaio^ ban- gut ttteir.tbmuintecxcciitiba-; for. 
Ihcy broke open every <loor in the faoufe, lo. find the 
t^nJcTtM they called him. Thde daflardly ruffiana- 
broke opeo the wardrobe, and n they could not find* 
the manner, they rcven^ thetnfcives upon the 
ftaffing of Falilaff, which they &^wl in nuay places. 

In their researches they did me the honour of ae 
vilit. Two gtMitlemen of qudity ha\'iiig joined the 
fioteri, out of curioflty, one of them Mr. Edviardi 
Huffeyt now Lord BeatUieu,^^ otbu Mr> Miwau^ 
they came to the door of my drefling-room, and very, 
politely t(Jd me^^lh^ ware come to proleft me. from.- 
infult. But apprehending thero,.in my fright, to be 
leadenof the raob,.and finding thaL the. rioters^ were, 
determined to leave no part of the theatre unfcarched.. 
loflead of returning thanks for their politooefs, as I 
Qiould have done, I anfwered with fome aciuwHiy, 
** Aatnjr ro«n wa».aaiiiq>r(^>abIeplaeeto findtbe^ 
" perfoQ they wanted, a I certainly fltouU not tm- 
" drcls, wa< th«e a gentlemao in it." 

Upon this ^f//)!, advanced, andmifiaking me as I 
imagined, for Mrs. Dyer, fald I was the — ■ who had, 
occanraetl all the diiluifaance. And I' don't know 
whether I Ihould have efcaped further infuU,. had I 
not in a refolutc tone of «iice. ordwed them to quit, 
the room. To this at IeDg(h> they confented, upon, 
being permiucd to lift up the covering of my. toi-. 
lettey 
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lette, to fee whether the manager was there. As fooa 
as they were departed I hurried to my chair, and Mr. 
Bvffey had the humanity to walk by the Gde of it, 
to fee me lafe home. And I was never more rc- 
jiuced in my life, than when I found mylclf fecure 
within the doors. 

The magiflrates having reafon to aj^rebeod that 
greatermifchief would enfue. if the theatre continued 
<q>en, ordered it to be fliut up till the beoefitf cotn- 
mcnced. The affair, however, did not end here ; 
for the Cc^ege-Boys, as they are uTually termed, in 
or&rto revenge the caiife of their fellow-fludent, as 
well as to fliew their refentment at being deprived of 
their kvouritc amufement, tooik it into thar heads to 
pay Mr. Fitzgtrtdd, Mr. KxUy, and feveral other 
ringleaderi of the rioters, a momiog vifit, and obli- 
gingly invited them to partake of a brcak&fl at their 
college ; whejce- they beftowed ai much cold waitfr 
upon them from their pumps, ai ferved to keep their 
beads perfe^y cool to defend theit caufe againfi the 
manager, who had the Jameday ccmmaKed a pro- 
fecutioa againll thorn. 

G.A.B. 
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A.FTER the account I gave you inmy laft, can 
you wonder, Madam, at my being, lels plcafed with ■ 
the profeQion 1 was engaged in, than I was when 
j-ouih and -inexperience pi-efented-to my view only 
the pleafing fide- of it ; or 'that I grew tired at ,a 
country where I was fubjefl to fuch continual alarms-? 
A learned friend of mine frequently made ufe of the 
Latin phrafe Experiintia docel. Experience teachei, 
1 think he toM me-w^s the EngliUi of it. And lam 
fure it has tought me, that there is no ftate. of iifa 
but what has ils- inconvemeacies as weU as its cfXk- 
vtfbiencieti and the oddS'are| that the, latter ace 
mdre abundant than thC' former. But let. me. no 
lon;^<leuin yoD itom my llory. 

Being' always expelled at Colonel BtUkr's when J 
was notat the theatre, and that family having juft 
heard of the riot, they were much alaime^ for„na^ 
iafety. I confequently, received a very prcffing . ' 
letter the next morning, requefting that I would im- 
mediately come to them at their country-houfe, . 
where they at that time were. But I was - fo much, 
indifpofed, from the terrors I had lately experienced,, 
{hat I beggedlubfi excu&d:till the day followin g. 

As. 

, . Ciooglc 
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A« my mother had ufuaily fo liulc of my company, 
flie was pleafed with my. refulal to go to Colondl 
Butler's, and propofed great fatisfaflion from my 
fpending the day with her. In the afternoon I fent 
my fervant, Mrs. O'Bryen, of whom I have made 
honourable mention before, to inqiiiire after our 
good friend Doflor Walktr, who was ill of a fever. 
About feven o'dock Ihe returned, with a counte- 
nance full as exprel&ve of horror as his ciMild he, 
" who drew Priam's curtains in the dead of night, 
" and would have told him half his Troy was burnt." 
She had no (boner entered the room, than flie began 
to exclaim in a moil doleful tone, " Oh, Madam, Oh 
*' Madam!" which was all {he was able to ulter; and 
it was fome time before we could i^t an expiai^tion 
from her. At length Ihe informed us, that the poor 
doflor had died during the laA night, and that they 
were already going to bury him. ' She added, that as 
they were about to fliroud the body, the orifices which 
had been made in his arms, on bleeding him before 
his deceafe, had blead afreOi. 

As it wasnow folate in the evening; as thetsMife 
we had lately removed to was full two miles from the 
doflor's lefidaice ; as my mother had been.confined ■ 
fome momhs by the rheumatifm ; and as I was fo 
Riuchindifpofed; it was iropoflible for either my mo- 
ther or myfelf to reach the place of his abode time 
I 5 enough 
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cnot^ to pnvent lu» pmnature inumient ; wEicS*. 
but for tbcfe mlbm, we certain])' Oiould have done. 
We likewife found that Mrs. Waikir had been pre- 
niled on by the eaineil entreaties o£ her lUUr, to- 
leavc the houfe, and retire with her to Dunleary.- 
My mother, therefore, ordered the fervant totake a. 
coach, and if the cerprewa9intarred,tohav« it takes- 
up at all event!, coft what it would. 

You can give the common people of Ireland no- 
greater treat than a wake. Ouc maid confequently 
hadraany companions before flie- reached the houfe; 
efpecially as ffae mads no fecret of her errand. 
When they arrived, they learned diat the body had' 
been interred immediately after het departure, left^ 
the diforder he died- of^ which was thought to be 
endemic, ffaeuld prove contagious. They were fur* 
thor iafermedrtbatas Mrs. WaUier wa»ofthe fc£t- 
of AnabsqHift^ it had been depoltted, by her wder,. 
in their burying ground, which was fitUBted atlhe ex- 
uremity of the city.' 

Tlie people who accompanied our fcrvant^ having 
come out wi^ an intention of Spending the ni^t in 
their favourite amufement, they now refolved togo 
to lieek the lexton, and cany my mot&er'»command» 
into execiuion , but, as it was fo late, they could net 
find his boufe. 1%^, however, as no obftni£tiona 
cao retard the Irifh in any favourite purfiiit, clambered 
over 
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ever the gate, men, woOKa aod chUdren, and thus 
entered tbe receptacle oi^ tbe dead. Whilft tbey 
Sal round tbe grave, O'Bryert heard, or thought flie 
heard, a groan ; which made diem expefi with great 
inqratience the return of daylight. 

Ai IboQ .ai Aurora made her appeuance, fome 
tabourers»whohad juH come" to tbeir woi4,acquainted 
them where the fexton lived; and he was prevailed 
en, ^ough jiot without ItMne <Ufficuhy, to comply 
with their requeil. Aceoidin^y, the cantnizcd 
hones of the do£U>r, which had, a few hours before^ 
** been hcarfed in death, levifited tbe glinq^et of the 
" mom." Upon epeaii^ the coffin (I fliudder 
i^ilA I relate the horrid Icene) they £aund the body 
•ow totally <{eprived of life, but obferved that the 
hte inhabitant of it bad endeavoured to " burfi lua 
** cearments," and leave the dreadful manlioa in 
which he wa» confined. - He had aQually nxned 
upon hit {ide i and, a* nay fervant had teportcd, his 
arms had Mead afreOi. The cofiin was carried to tbe 
booTe of the fexton, where multitudes, excited by 
ttuion^,flocked from aU parti, to fas dut mcsmable 
iaftance oifrmU/s precaution. The &mily, bow- 
ever, hearing of the ctrcotDfiancea, the body waj 
•rderod to be reintenei^ and tbe aflair was bulbed 
up. . 

16 Are 
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Are you caluift eiiou^ to tel) me how it happens^ 
that we -are generally ^fappointcd in tlie grand ex-t 
peAati(mi of our live* ; and find. our ferouritewiflie* 
creflfd ? Never was there a more Angular . confinna- 
tion of this &£l, than in the cafe of the do6loF. Tlis 
fear-of-'beiBgboried alive feems to have engrofiect 
alihas thot^ts. The aj^rebenfions which arofe in 
hii mind, both on his own-account and that of others, 
fumifhed him-with an- iRexhauilable fund (6i con- 
verfation,- and gave frequent employment to bis p^; 
The prefentiment whichhad taken pofreflion of him was 
not to be (i^reffed. But alas ! how unavaihng, from 
a combinaticm of preventive circumftancesi did it 
pro\x \' — Lei it ferre as a dficument to «»,- not to Sx 
■our bcMts, with tod much anxie^, on any objeft (hat 
Kes witbiii'ihe' reach of the accidents of life, orto in- 
dulge too great apprehenQons of any dreaded evil. 

I mull herebeg leave-to recite a circumftance- of 
a junilar natbre^' with which I have lately been nude 
acquainted. 

A lady of the name cf Ckblontr, who re ded in- 
fbmejKkrtof Y«iJEfliire^ wat fu[^ufed to be dead, anct 
the -JanK^bafty mede of burial was purfued with fa£p 
corffe, as-wit^ that of my worthy friend the dofiorj 
Before any vifible figns oi that change, which denotes- 
an impofllbility of revival, took place, (he was en- 
elofed in her cbfiin, andlaid in the family vault. 

When 
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When it became ncccffaryto open again thefacred 
lepofitory, beholiJ ! to the aftonifliment, and infinite 
concern of the unhappy- lady's relatives, it was fouhd, 
that flie had burft open the ' IJd of her* coffin ; which 
could not have been effefled without incredible ex- 
ertion, anrf iHftt fhe Was fitting upright in it. This 
fltocking cVenf, it feerils, has deteamined the family, 
whefleveTafiybrahch'of'itdies, to have only a Qight 
Kdtothecoffin, and that flightly tacked on. 

But furely this precaution can anfwer no good 
pbrpofe for ifwould orrly ofccafion the unfortuna*-, 
perfon whofe lot it fliouW happen to be, to expe- 
rience the fame revival, to go through a fcene, if pof- 
1H)le, more horrible, and more agonizing. Like 
'Jtiliet in the tomb of her' fathers, newly awakejird 
from her temporary deceafe, the 'being fenfible nf 
their fituation ; alone, unclothed, deprived of light 
and food, and-inclofed within the narrow Hmits of a 
varft, diriong the -dead, without a poflibiirty'tif relief; 
would only add to the horror of the fcene,' and ren- 
der even the ftate of '.he lady who occafioned the 
precaution, an enviable one. ' 

I "was greatly aife£l^ at the melancholy accident 
which iiadjuft happened, but my mother was almoft 
diftrafted at being obliged to break a promife (he had 
fo folemnly made, and which would have proved fo 
c«itbQ8Dt to- the wilhes of her old friend. Having, 
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It the time I firft mentioned this promife, gtveiryou- 
my fentimeiUa on. tbe obfervwice of it, J thaH' only 
adibcce, that a breach of a tblcmn en^gemeat is> 
alway-) attended with ngret, as my mother now 
found to her cofi. 

I have often wendined' that ban)amtyT«xcliifive o£ 
affeflion, dbet do( prevent tbofe who have a regard. 
fbrperfoos during their liv«i, from leaving them in- 
tbeir lafl momenta, tkiough aj^i^ tou/rrtu^, to the 
care of Qui{iB)'aQd.fervant3, who are ufuaUyla-fenfi- 
ble to every claim but thofe of their own cafe or in> 
tereft. Too fuTc^ttibk of pain, fr<»n beboUing the 
cxpiiiiifpaogt-oCftbdovedolje^ they baftoiirom. 
it. Wherea» that ought to be the ftrmtgeft motive- 
f«rtb«ir Aay,. atthtfe wwild ftimulate them to un.^ 
lenutied- aflithiity in admiaiflering, eveiy needful' 
affiftance wbilftlife remaint, and to a due attention: 
to the body till itaintennaiL The moft pkafurable 
cefleaion I now am faafible of, is,, that the thice 
perfons I loved and efieemed moft expired in my 
arms. There wene, my dan Mifs- Cmway, my me<> 
ther, and a woithy and much regrettad &iend, many 
of the incidcnta of wbofe life you will find. hcrS' 
after inEerwoven' with my own. 

A tear that obtrudes itfelf on the recoUefiion. of 

fcencs, which have ah«ady caufed ms fo nwnyr 

dims my fi^ f— otben follow, and' trickle in quick 

- fucceffioD 
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fticceflion dewnin)^ cheek. The fubje£l awakens all 
my fenfibility. And furely, a heart more fufcepii- 
bie of all the tender feBliogi never throbbed in a fe> 
male bofmn. The feft efiiifion overwhelms mc.'-^ 
1 mull lay down, my peiK. 

Being now a little recovered^, I will rsTume my 
fen, and as a corroboration j>i the iniprcpriety o£ 
leaving thofe- whom we regard, in ttwiii laft mo> 
ments, to the care of nurfes and iervanii, relate to 
you the circumAaBccBi o{ the late Me. BaUand't 
death. 

This gentlemaiT was f9 extremely iQ upon tBe 
turn of the fmall-pox, and nature speared to be Tq 
totally fubducd by the paweiful difeafe^ that be was 
&ippofed by the iiurTe who attended, hkn t& be an 
inhabitant of the other world. Hii eorpfe was. of 
«ourfe ftript by her^ and laid out in die u&ial way.. 

The phjrGciaii who>hadi attended him, coming a 
few houB after, was, .10 his inexpreOible fiirpiife, 
iufonned that he- was dead. As he bad nM enter* 
tatued any apprebenfians when laft be wu thereof 
fb fudden a cbmgc, be defired to lec the Hate of 
the body. He wasaccordin^ &own intO' tlie room, 
when be fotmd that Ibmfr fyti^mns of life remained. 
Upon vducb, h£ ordered the bed to be immediately 
warmed, and the bocty to be ^ed between the 
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This was done ; and in about an hour, the nif' 
happy young man gave (igns of returning life; tifl 
at length he was able lo utter, " I am in heaveir!" 
But his blood had been fo thoroughly chilled by the 
expofure of his body, through the precipitance of 
his rapacious nurfe, and the fatal difeafe had fo 
totally fubdued the vital warmth, that every rellora- 
tive meafure which could be nfed, proved ineffec- 
tual ! — and he probably fell a fiicrifice to the evil I 
have been lamenting. Hit dying exclamation, how- 
ever, I hope was verified. 

As I cannot imprefs this fubjefl too m jch, having 
frequently feen the unhappy confequences of it, and 
M the fame time to reffue my ideas from the tndan- 
choly train which the ftibjefl of premature inter- 
ments, and rapacious nurfes, has thrown them into, 
I will entertain you with a droll incident that hap- 
pened to a friend of Mr. W'oodward's, by whom I 
have frequently heard it related. 

This gentleman; whole name is Morgan, had 
brought himfelf, by an unremitting apphcation to 
fludy, into an hypochondriacal' way, which, at 
length attained to fuch a height, that he fuppofed 
himlelf upon the verge of the grave. The attend- 
ance of a norfe being now thought neceffary, he 
Sent for one of thofe unfeeling flrippers of the dead 
— The invalid's diforder, however, continited to 
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g^n ground, till at lad he fancied he faw the grim 
Bionfter, death, Eqiproach with hafty Ilrides. As 
he one day lay iirthis dejefted ftate, with his arms 
out of bed, the harpy that attended him caft her 
eyes upon- his flee\'e buttons, which appeared to her 
to be of gold. But not being certain, her rapacity 
impelled her to alk.the gentleman whether they were 
really of that valuable metal. Upon this anfwering 
in the affirmative, and concluding that Die fliould 
now foon enter upoa her favourite employment, fhc 
icquefted, that he would permit her to put him on 
one of his heft fliirts, that he mightappear clean and 
decent when he died. Ax the fame time flie foolifhly 
added,' tWt whatever he had about his perfon, whea 
he made his exit, was aperquifitc belonging to her. 1 
This was too much to be borne.^ — Under fuqh 
a trial.'the extremeft patience, or moll confirmed 
Jiypochondria, could not Hand againil the fudden 
impulfes of refentment — His nerv.es inftantly reco- 
vered their ufuaj tpne — The blood flowed with its 
accufiomed velocity — ^And his ftrengeh, which, had 
only been fuppreffed by the force of the imagination, 
retrieved in a moment its elaftic powers — The gen- 
tleman immediately leaped out of bed ; fent the nurfe 
about herbufmefs ; forgot his indifpofiiion ; and has 
never fince, that I have heard, had any return of the 
enervating difofder, 

G. A. B 
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XT being impofiible for me to leave my mother ia 
die fittunioa fhc was reduced to by tbe late melao- 
thdy incident, I fent an apology to my refpeflcd pa- 
troaers, informing her, at the fame time, of tie caufe. 
From the m«iy difagreeabfe ctrcumllances which 
had lately occutred, one upon another, my mind 
took as lerious a tiin» as when I lived id retirement 
at the Fanner's at Ingaie&iQiiel I loft my vivacity^ 
and delighted more in heing alone than in company. 
T* this, the fnquent viCm of Mr. Crump, who I now 
fbtmd courted me by proxy, made no little addition.. 
His being always a confiant attendant at my mothei'» 
parties rendered.bom£ dilagreeable te me. 

My mother endeavcwred to find out the caufe of 
a change fo totally contrary to my natural difpofi- 
tion, but in vain. Having heard me fpeak warmly in 
praife of the outward attraflions of Me'dlkott, ftie wa 
apprehenfive that the fupcrfictal qualifications of that 
empty man had captivated me. But when Ihe reflefled.' 
that fhe had as frequently beard me declare that \ 
wohU 
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would nob marry him, were he difengaged and ofleretl 
me his hand; placing a confidence in that' fincerity 
which had e^'er been my boail, her Hears \'anilhed 
relative to him^ What then could be the caufe ? for 
a caufe there mufl be. This perplexed her. And 
as fhe was very defirous o# feeiog me married to Mr* 
Crump, prefeirif^ eafy circumflances to happines, 
Oie was anxious to find out and remove it. 

WhilA I appeared in public, Qie was neither fur- 
prized nor difplealed at feeing verfes addrefled to me 
from one dying fwain or ether ; but n^ praife having 
been frequently refounded by an unknown Strephon^ 
fince the theatre had been fhut up^ and I lived amore 
r«clufe life, her fears were excited by it. And laying 
aCde the forrow (he had lately fuficred for her de- 
ceafed Mwul, fubftituted in iu room anxiety for her 
living daughter. So laTpiciont now was Ihe become 
of my having entered into fome tender enj^enent 
without her cottfou, tlut vtta tl^ Arongofl lelU- 
mony of aflfefiion I could give her, that of ahnoft 
conflantly lUying at home wub her, could not re- 
move her apprehcniions. It even added to them, a& 
flie conCdered fkch noval behaviour enly as a coo- 
trivance to hear the oftner from'tlus favourite, ad- 
mirer. 

Upon my mother's intrulVing Mr. Crump with her 

fij^icioas, he alfo took the alarm, and nc\'er relied 

till 

,, C-.ooylc 
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till he had difcovered the author of the verfes wbteli^ 
had been (he caufe of ijieir fears, and as they fup- 
pofed, of the alteration in-my temper, 

In the neighbourhood of our refidence liveda 
gentlewoman whe was related to moft of the Ca- 
ihulics of diAinfiion in the kingdom of Iraluid. She : 
had married a Mr. Kendail, belonging to the CuAom- 
Houfe, by whom fhe had (everal children. Finding, 
however, her hufband's income inadequate to the 
lu}^ort of fo large a family, Ihc had, agreeable to the 
advice of her friends,, fet up a fubfcription card- 
alTembly. Her daHgbters 11 k£ wife employed them- 
felves in making the linen of their rdations, for which 
they were generally well paid. 

A« this affembly was kept in Britain-Street, which 
joined' to Summer-Hill, where, we refided ; havuig 
been often invited- to go- to it,' I one day fent my 

' name down, and went the rani&«vening. I had the - 
honour of being perfonally - known to-fflo^. ofthe 
company. There was a young gentleman, boWCTw^, 
whom I couid not recollefl that I had ever feeii 

. before, though a? I was afteri^'ards informed, be had 
been my conftant attendant and admirer at the theatre. 
His name was Jephfon, and he was o£ Trinity- Col- 
lege. Whilftl fat at cards, this jvouM was, rivited 
to tlie back of my chair ; and upon my getting up to 

go home, he requeftcd leave to efcort me. 



G. A. B E L L A M Y-. li^ 

"When he reached my mother's, without having 
Tihe ieaft idea of giving her umbrage or room for cen- 
fiire, I afkcd him in, that I might have an opporiu- 
nity of introducing him to her. I could not help 
obferving, that Ihe received him \Wth unufual for- 
mahty and refcrve. As foon as he was gone, my 
mother alked me how long i had been acquainted 
with Mr. Jtphfon f I told her, with a compofurc 
that ftaggered her, that to the beft of my knowledge 
I had not feen him till that night. Not fatisfied with 
-that declaration, (he defired that I would give ker my 
honour to what I had faid. To wliich I replied, with 
an infolencethat (labs me to the heart at I repeat it, 
" I will never give my honour, Madam, to any one 
'' who d,iTes to difpiile my word." 

I had no fnoner uttered the word dany, than the 
impropiiety of it immediately ftruck me. And every 
time the converfaiion occurs to mv memon-, I feel an 
inexpreflible pang at my having prefumed to makcufe 
of it to a pMcnt — Remorfe and difquietade o'ughf 
to be the portion of all thofe who lofe fight of the 
duty they oive to their parents — Honour thy father 
and thy mother — how'ftrong the injun£Uon ! — and 
how pleafirig the reward — that thy -days maybe long; 
&c. Next to the reverence due from us- (o the uni- 
vcrial Parent of mankind, tiands the duty we owe 
ler, without any rcfcrvc, of the caufc of my' lato 
thought- 



our eartlily parents ; one is«qua]lyas obl^icny a> 
ibe otlicr. TKank Heaven! it wsn only io this in. 
Aance, ^nd ^is was not from tlie heart, that I ever 
knowtDgly offended, the author of my birth.- It wat 
tny misfomae to be tenacious to a degree, relauve 
to the attribute I fo much valued rajTelf on, Hscerityf 
and whatever leemed to rcflcd on that, gave ine 
oAence. IwasccMiTciwis of my petulencc (to call it 
by no hariber name) the moment it cfcaped roe ; yet 
reluClant to ackndwiedge tny error, or to fubmit as t 
ought to have done, I ordered the horfes to be put 
too, before my mother was up, and fet off to join tny 
beloved friends. 

Alarmed at my perfevereiKe, and knowing ny 
temper was to be moulded to her own wifhes by 
gentle means, but, if controuled, that it would run 
Ktrogade, even to the e;(trenKofobfliaacy, (be fent 
a meflenger to me with a letter the next day. In it 
fhe lequefted that I would excufe what fbe had laid 
the day before, it being ibe refult of her apprehen- 
fions for my welfare, as Dx h:td been informed that 
Mr. Jtpkfon, the young gentleman who had feen me 
borne, was thoenamorato who had fijng my praifc To 
Crequendy nf late. To which &ie added, diat the 
wiufuai referve and gloom which had for Tome ume 
ri»uded my brow. Teemed to confirm her fuf[q,cions ; 
vlucb if well founded, m Ihe hoped they were not^ 
muft 
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mak prove deftruAive to my happinef^ be betng 
cntirdy dependent on his relatioiu, and had it not in 
his power to provide for roe as Ok could wifii. 

My mother's condefceafioR aSefled me the more, 
as I was by this time, from the refleflioiis which I 
had leiliiFe to indulge, truly Jenfible that I had beea 
to blame ; and the more fo, from her dependent Gtua- 
tion on me, which ought to have made me more cir- 
cumfpeft in my duty towards he^ and the more 
careful of giving her offence. There is a delicaq- in 
this point, of which unthinking and vulgar minds 
are not iiicceptiblei hut jt weighs much with e\'ery. 
well-bred perron, and all fucb as have a jull idea of 
propriety of condiif). I wrote her confequently a 
fubnulEve anfwer, and informed her that I would 
return the next day- But as expre&arriving with an 
account that Lord Lanfiorett^, ■» near relation of 
Colonel Butler's, was dangeroufly ill, we all returned 
to Dublin the farnc evening. 

I was not ^fpleafed at being obliged to return lb 
Toon, as I was miterablo till I made an atonement to 
my mother for my undudfiil behaviour. She received 
me with that pleafure which' is ever united with real 
aSeSion, and I never fpent an evening with more 
fatisfa£lion. Being thus reconciled to each other, 
and that confidence which lad hitherto {lMfle<l> 
betwren ua being lefloredf Ibe ^eSiiti-mtw iaSottn/ 
* her. 
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thou^tfufnefs, I acquainted her, widi truth, that ^ 
foWy arofc from the precariournefs of my prefent 
fituation, which eA-ery day became more and more 
difagreeable to me.' I then recapitulated the follow- 
ing ciTCumftances : 

In the £rlt place I was appreheniive that as foon as 
the theatre was opened again Mr. Sheridan would 
appear in the chara^is of Antony, Romeo; &c, and 
from playing with a perfon fo difqualjfied by nature 
for fuch pans, I too much feared I (hould loofe in 
folne meafure the reputation I had gained. '— In the 
next place, the declining health of my worthy 
and much loved Mrs. ButUr gave me great un- 
«afinefs. And as ' Ihe propofed going to Spa 
for her recovery, and after that to the South of 
France, itwould be a very very long lime before I had 
the happinefs to fee her again, if ever I did. — To 
thefe caufesof forrow maybeaddedthe lofs of Mifs 
St. LegeT\ company. A friend for whom I had the 
tendereft regard, and who had !1 aid but a Ihort month 
inDilbliru Mrs. (?' /faro was likewiie confined to her 
room, by which I was deprivey of being with her fo 
rfiuchasdutyandaffeaionpiompted. TTie laft, but 
nottheleafl reafon of my dililuiet, was xny apparent 
ingratitude to Mr: %iin. My Itavln-; ' Eiigbnd widi- 
<jut confulung hiiri oti the engagement I was about to 
enter iBto,-or even Without taking leave of him. often 
• ftruck 
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(truck me forcibly, and gave me many a pang. A 
falfe modelly, I now perceived, had made me avoid 
that dear man. Inftead of confidering him as my 
Mentor, and unbofoming myfelf to him upon every 
occafion that required the counfe! of experience and 
probityi I left the coimtiy in which he rcfided. From 
Jjim (honld I have alwa) s been fure of meeting wiih 
jclief, compafllon, and comfort. My regard for 
him was truly filial. Whiifl I loved him, I dreaded 
his frowns more than any misfortune which could 
befall me. But balhfuliiefs conquered afTeftion. — 
With fincerity and truth thus did I unfold to my 
mother the caufes of that alteration in my demea- 
nour, which flic could not account for. As there is 
a confidence attending innate reilitude that com- 
mands belief, Qie readily gave credit to my alTertions, 
and was convinced of thepropriely of my feelings. 

My vanity prompts me to infert here fome lines 
that my Inamora-o, Mr. Jr^pybn, wrote upon me in 
the charafler of Belvideia. 

" Hail ctii'd o^ ^fatu^e, and ttic pride of Art 1 
" Equally foriii'd 10 CLAD and pun the heart* 
" Thro' varioui | alTi'ins yoa acconifilllli*(i Ilune, 
*' Your looks exprelEve fp;ak the coming line. 
~" Adord while living, wiih applauC; you die : 
*' Each judge beholdiyou wiib a Jafficriqe." 

VOL. I. K And 
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And I fhali conclude mj- letter with the lall proofs 
■that gentleman gave of the tendernfjs he undoubtedly 
entertained for me. 

Some years after I had left Ireland, Mr. Mofop 
infonned me, that this amiable youth, with whom he 
was upon terms of intimacy, took my departure fo 
much to heart, that he would fit up, for whole nightt ' 
together, upon the fteps belonging lo the door of ihe 
houfe in which I had refided. In fiiort, he feemed to 
be in that flate defcribed by TJiomfon in the £oUoh-. 
ing lines : • 

Thai &:t vami youih. 
Whom lovcdcludesinto his tborny vr)l>. 
Thro' flowry (empling paths ; or leads q life 
Of fevcr'd lapturc. orof cruel care; 
Hisbiightefl aimsExlingurfh'd all, and aH 
His lively n-.emems running. down to wallc. 



By this imprudent expofurc of his perfon to the ua- 
wholefome dews ,of the night, he, in a ihort time 
brought his heal^ into fuch a dangerous flate, from 
the repeated colds he took, that a diforder was the 
^:onfequence, which ere long put a pn-iod to his life. 

When he found his lad hour approaching, be 

called liis friend, Mr. Mo/fop, to his bed-fide, and 

Fameftly lequefled of him, that he would place a 

fmall 

• Spring, line ijoj. 
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fmall piece of ribband, which he conflantly wore 
about him, next his hearl, when he was dead, fo that 
it might be buried with him. 

Mr. Mofop who was not much acquainted wiib 
the tender feelings of a lover, exprefled his furprife 
At fo odd a requeil, as he could not conceive what 
■could be the virtue which lay in a bit of old ribband. 
Upon which the dying youth told him, that as he 
had not been fo fortunate as to be able to procure a 
■iock of my hair, for which he had frequently foUcited. 
Jie had, by feeing my drefler, obtained that invalu^Ic 
treafurc ; and fuch was his regard for the perfon to 
■whom it had belonged, that if he thought he fliould 
. be buried without it, his laft moments would be im- 
fcittercd by the appprehenfion. 

Mr. Mofop, it may be fuppofed, complied with the 
laftrequeft of his young friend i And as he after- 
wards repeated the circumftance to me, he exclaimed, 
** So you fee, madam, you have killed your man !" 
But as the infenfibility he (howed upon the occafion, ' 
-was not in the lead correfpondent ivith my humane 
-difpofition, inftead of reliihing what he thought a 
■ton mot, I could not help defpifmg him for it ; 
andteflified the difference of our feelings, by paying 
a tribute of tears to the ill-fated youth, whofe un- 
rumely death I found was attributed to me. 

C. A. B. 
K a 
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April 84, 17— 

It will foonbc fwDthatthe apprehenfiom I enter- 
tained relative to my Ctuation at the theatre were 
realized ; and that the greatcft error I had ever com- 
nuttedwas the rejefting Mr. GarrUi'so&r. The next 
liay I was ioformcd that the J-otA-Mxyor had per- 
mitted Mr. Sheridan to open the theatre ; but he wac 
not allowed to perform till his trial with tbc perfona 
who caufed the riot was decided. 

I am DOW about to mention aji iucident in my life, 
which i:elat£t to perfons who have made a very con- 
fpicuous figusein the great world. As Iwasreiunv- 
ing one day from rehearfa], at tlw bottom jof Britain- 
Street, I heard the voice of diftrefs. Yielding teas 
impulfe of humani iy, I overleaped tlie bounds ot good 
breeding, and entered the houfe from whence H pro- 
ceeded. When I had done .*his, led by an irrefiftible 
attraflion, I entered without ceremony the parlour, 
the door of which appeared to be guarded by perfons 
not at all fuited to ibofe within. I here found a 
woman of a moft elegant figure, furrounded by four 
beautiful girls, and a fw.eet boy of about three yean 
of age. Afier making ihe necelfary apologies for my 
abrupt intrulion, I informed the lady, that as the la- 
meatations 
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nentadons of her little family had reached my ears 
as I palTed by, I had taken the liberty of a neighbour 
tu inquire if I could render her any fen'ice. 

Mrs. GunntTig,- for that was the lady's name, arofe 
knmediately from her feat, and calling me by my 
name, thanked me for the offer of niy alhllance, 
eomphmenting me at the fame time, upon polTefling. 
fuch humane fenfations. She then informed me, 
that having lived beyond their income, her hufband 
bad been obliged to retire into- the country, to avoid 
the difa^reeable confequences that mult enfue. That 
Ihe had been in ht^es that her brother, X.«rd Mayo, 
liftening.to the dictates of fraternal affeSion, would- 
aot fuffer a £fter and her hmily to be reduced to dif- 
trefs ; but that his Lordfliip remained inflexible to 
lier repeated fbli citations. The ill-looking men> \ 
sow found, had entered the houfe by virtue of an ex- 
•cution, and were preparing to turn her and her chit-- 
. diren out of doors. 

Upon this, Mrs. Gunning and myfelf went up' 
ftairs to confult what was belt to be done in fo dif- 
agreeable a predicament. We there determined that 
I Otould return home, and fend my man-fervant, who 
was to wait under the window of the drawing-room 
in the evening; and bring,to my houfe every tiling that 
could be thrown to hirii. It was further agreed, thai as 
my mother andlbad.moreroom than we could con- 
K 3 . venicntly 
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vcnientlj- accupy, the chiidren and their fervan* 
fliOuHremainwithus.whilft fhe went to her hu{band 
to aflifl him in fettling his affairs. The whole of our 
plan being carried inti> e\ecation, Mifs Burke, Mrs- 
Cainin^ J filler, a lady of exemplary piety, who had 
pafTcd her probation in the community of Channel- 
Row, fent {hortly after for the two youngeft girls, and 
the two eldcll were permitted, to my great pleafure, 
to remain at our houfe. As the beauty of thefc -Ja- 
dies has fince made fo much noife in the world, 
and has been fo recently imprinted on the memory 
of every rank, it will be unnece/Taiy here to give a. 
dcfcription of them. I fltall, therefore, only oh-. 
fcrve, that the elded, Maria, the late Countefs of 
Coventry, was all life and fpirits; and that Mifs. 
Betly, the younger, now Dutches of Argyll, &c. &c, 
with a longer uain of noble titles than perbaps^ 
ever woman enjoyed before her, was more refw\'ed. 
and foiid. 

Here let me flop to bellow a remari once more 
on the flrange viciflitudes of this fublunary ftate ! 
Innumerable are the infJances fo be found in billory,. 
and many happen within our own obfervatlon, of the 
rife and fail of families. Some we fee, whofe ho- 
nours and affluence appear lo be founded ob fo, 
broad and permanent a bafis, that neither time nor 
accident can affcti them;, and yet in a few (hort 
years.. 
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^ars, imdermined by unforfeen and unavoidable 
events, they diffolve away, and, like " the bafelcls 
" fabrlck of a vifion, leave not a rack behind." 
Whilft others, from being environed with lUlrefs ;. 
apprehenfive of the approach of penury ; and nearly 
a prey to defpair ; through incident? equally un- 
accountable and fudden,. the darkfome clouds all 
cleared away, find, the mfelves exalted to a ftale of 
^lendour, with the hopes of which the moft luxu- 
riant Tallies of their imagination could not have llaU 
ared them. Permit me to detain you a moment 
longer, wliilft I juft add, by way of illuftration, that 
the very page of hiflory prefents us with a memor- 
able initance of the inllability of human happineft 
in the fate of the firft created pair. From the never- 
ceafing and inexpreiTible jt^o^ paradife, where every 
wifh was anticipated, and pleafures, real and lafting, 
grew (pontancoufly, did our great progenitors find 
^emfelves driven into a world of care, afHiftion, and 
uncertainty, there to earn, by a life of labour and toi), 
a precarious fubfillance: What 3 heart-rending re- 
verfe to this once happy pair ! 

Here I muft beg your permiflion to relate to you 
a: fingular anecdote concerning the ladies who have 
given rife to the foregoing rqfle£lion, and myfcif, 
which I have lately recollefied. I iay, beg your per- 
ViiJfoTt ; becaufe wiiilft the incident feems to carry 
K 4^ with 
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with it ihe ippannce oi great crejuluy in me, the 
relation of it here will Icok as if I expcfled to find 
fome d^ree of the fame propenfit)' ia you. 

But as the fafl really happened, and I caa voucll 
for the truth of it, I will give )-au the circumftancea 
of it, jufl as ihey arofe, without endeavouiing to ac- 
count for a prefcience, the verity of which has 
fince been confirmed with the moll extraordinary 
puii^ualiiy. Her grace o£ Ar^ll, who was one of 
the /rif, will, I doubt not^ readily rceollo^ the adr 
venture. 

The eldcil Mifs Gunning, confcious of berchanns, 
even at that early period of her life, and williiiig to 
know whether they would procure her that eleva- 
tion which her youthful vanity taught her to hope 
for, prevailed upon me to accompany her and her 
filler &l/ey, to a f) bil, alias a female fortune-teller, 
who, from fome lucky difcovcries ihe had made 
(probably through her having privately acquired a 
knowledge of the parlies) was conlidered as an oracle 
throughout the whole city of Dublin. So great was 
the fame Ihe had acquired by her reputed Ikill in progr 
noflicatlon, that flic was dubbed with the pre-emi- 
nent title of Madam Foiinnf,?a if Ihe was the bliad 
dircflrefs of event j herfclf, oi ler immediate repre- 
fentative. 
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That we might avoid, as much as poflibte, giving 
tlie prophetefs any clue by which to judge of our real 
fiiuatian in life, we all three habited ourfelves in 
mean atire^ and inftead of going in. the carriage, 
walked to her houfe. To add to the deceptitm, I put 
on a wedding-ring, which I had borrowed of a friepd 
for that purpofe. 

Upon 'M^dfMoliy's being ufhered into her prefence, 
ftie without any hefitation, told her, 4bat flie would 
be titled (fo flieexprelfed herfelf) but far from happy. 
—When Mifs Betfey appeared, ftie declared that flie 
would be great to a dtgree, and that flie would be 
happy in the conneflions which conduced to diat 
greatnel^ ; but from a want- of health, (which alone 
can give value either to riches or grandeur) (he would 
find a confiderable abatement to that happinefs. — 
when yoar humble fervant prefented herfelf. flie laid 
I might take off the ring I wore, as I: never was, nor . 
ever vioaH be married, unlefc I played the fool in my 
old age. To- thift fhe added,, that opulence would 
court me, and flattery follow me ; notwithHanding 
which, through my own folly, I fiiould be brought to 
indigence. 

I will not, as I faid before, pretend to account for 

this extraordinary inflance of anticipating future 

events ; but a retrofpeflion of the five preceding 

volumes of my life will prove, that the old fybil hap- 

■ K 5 pened 
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pened to be right in her prcdiflLons of the fliture fate- 
of my two vifitants, as well as myfelf. But fo little 
.heeded by me were the admonitions they ought to 
have conveyed, that I thoughtler&l)- rati on the Fock 
I was cautioned to be ware of, and. unhappily fplit 
upon it. 

I would not by this fleiy be thought to counte- 
nance the numerous impollors, who, under the name 
of Fortune-tellers, rob the credulous and unwary 
of their money and time. Far be a wifli from me to. 
add to the credulity, which at prefent reigns among, 
the weaker part of my own fex. Such is not my 
defign in relating it ; nor will it, I truft, have that 
effefl. And, in order to moUiiy any cenfures which, 
may arife, from my introducing into a work intended' 
to inftnifl as well as entertain, any thing that feemt 
to have a contrary tendency, I fliall (as you have hi- 
therto been pleafedwith my quotations) conclude the 
anecdote with the beautifiil defcriptioii* Oioiay has 
given of one of the divining fraternity, and fhelter 
myielf imder fo long eihdslilhed a precedent.. 

" Through a clolc hne arl purfijed.myjounie^, 
" I efpjr'd a wrinkled hag, with age grown double, 
" Picking dry Hicks, and mumbling to herfcir; 
" Her eyes with fcaldiog rheum were gall'd and red; 
" Cold palfy fliook bei head ; her handi feeni'd wither^ ;. 
" An« 

* Orphan, ScwfcH. AfllV. 
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<■ And o'er her crooked ftioulden had (he wrapp'd 
" The (aueri! remnant of aa old ftrip'd hanging, 
" Which ferv'd lo keep her carcafs from the cold ; 
" Sa ihere was noihlng of a piece about her, 
" Her lower weeds were all o'er coaifeljrpatch'd 
" With difTcreni cobur'd rags, black, red, while, yellow, 
" And feeni'd fo fpcak variety of wreicbednefs. 
" I alk'd her of my way, which ihe inform'd me s- 
" Then crav'd my charity, and bide me haDcu 
" To fave a lifter," . 

This feafon Mr. Woci/iwiri/.an a6tor of the firft merit 
in comedy, came to Dublin, and joined our company. 
About the fame time Mr. Fooie arrived to give tea, as 
he teimed his exhibition ;. which conEllted of mi- 
micry, wherein he imitated or took off the voice and 
manner of mod of the performers in England and 
Ireland, 1 never could find out what analogy there 
was between tea and the talent of mimicry. But as. - 
•our modem Ariftophanes was, imdoubtediy, a man of 
learning, as well as of wit and humour, there muil be 
a propriety in his adopting the apellation, though it 
lies beyond the reach of my weak intcllefts.— ^— 
I have, however, fmce learnt from Mr. TVilkinfin, 
manager of the York company, the following circum- 
3anccs relative to it. 

Our modern Arejiophanes being, once upon a time, 

in fo diftrefled a-fituation, that he muft either llrike 

fome bold flroke to procure a fubMence, or llarve, 

his 
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kii fertile brain fuggelled to him tliis expedient. He- 
advcrtifed that he would give tea,, and the manoeuvre 
fucceeded to his wifh. 

Mr. Wilkinfon adds, that he waa obliged himfelf to 
Iiave recourfe to the fame incaTure fome years agp . at- 
Korwich ; and he accuiiJiDgly held out the fame de- 
vice on bis benefit night. Attn£^ by fo advan- 
tageous an alurcment, and-concluding that they were 
^ally to regale theinfclves upon tea, in addition tO' 
ihe ufual theatrical repafl, people Socked from all. 
quarters to partake of the nouvelle entertainment. 

TTie theatre, accordingly, foon overflowed. The 
only difficulty that appea]:ed to damp th»r expefla- 
lions, and which furnilhedihem with a^fubjeft for- 
converfation till the curtain drew up, was bow Mfl 
WiMnfon could poffibly procure a fufficient quantityi. 
of cups, faucers, and the other appendages of the tea- 
equipage, for fuch a number of people. And in thi*. 
doubt they remained; till, at length, to their- inexpref- 
fible difappointmen and chagrin, they found the pro- 
mifed treat to confift only of mimicry. 

Theimitaiions, of courfe, were neither ^tf nor «n- 
Aerjiood; and the audience retired, much diOatisficd 
with their evening's amufcment -j and, at the fam& 
time entertaining no very favourable opinion of the 
perfon who had thus, as they imagined, deceived 
thein. And, even to this hour, tbexo are many per- 
foas 



ftnc in and about Norwich, who do not fail whenever^ 
tbefuppofed deception becomes the fubjeft of con- 
ver^tiont to loadthe ingenioua^niniic with the oppro- 
■ bjous title of Pickpocket. 

As I have mentioned Mr. T^iVjbn/^n'i" name, I. will'. 
satertaiQ you with fome anecdotes- of hun, which 
I think you will not be difplea fed with. . 

Mr. Jfi/ifz'n^«, about ten-years- agOi vras engaged 
by the managers of the Edinburgh iuid Glafgow thea- 
tres, to play fome nights with each- of them. Being 
Hpon his journey from the former oity to the latter, 
he ftopped.at the half-way houle to dine; and, as.I 
have given you in my " Apology," aiu account of. . 
my agreeable journey from ibe capital to the de- 
lightful' city of Glafgow, lean even now, accompany 
him^in idea, in his pleafing tour. When the dinner 
was ferved up, he found there was great plenty of 
provifions, and- only himfelf to partake of^ it- The 
quality, indeed, .of the feveral dilhestwas not of the 
moJl dainty kind^ the people of that-country being ia 
general not veiy particular- in that point ;. as their 
giving me, upon my arrival in-Edinburgh a piece of 
Goarfe thornback forturbot, mull have convinced 
you. 

Mr; WUkinJon feeing the t^Le thus fpread with 

more viands than were fufficienf for one perfon, rung 

for chc malter of the inn (the'ia^ftl^s, ia that part of 

the 
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the world, feldom being vifible, -but to- a favoured 
few, to inquire whether ihcce was' any company in 
thehoure, whowould putakewithbimof the plenti- 
ful dinner, and paba fociable hour with him after. 

To this the hofl r^hed, that there was only one 
gentleman in the boufe ; who,.hc dared fay, would be 
glad of the offer, as foon as he came down flairs,, 
which he was then about to-do. Upon Mr. Wilkiti/'on's 
alking if ha knew the name of the gentleman, the 
landlord readily to)d him it was Mr. WilAinfon, the 
Manager of the York Theaire, who- was walking by- 
ol^oice, to Glafgow,- where he was engaged to per- 
form a few nights. 

Struck with this intelligente, the real Mr. Wilkin- 
Jbn infonred his ho ft, tliat there was not a man in; 
the world ior whom he had a greater regard than the 
manager of die York Company, and therefore Oiould 
beextremelyglad to fee him. At the fame time be 
cold not help inquiring what was the reafon of ihr 
manager's lying a-bed fo late, it being then paA four 
o'clock in the afternoon. He received for anfwer, 
that Sir John Sinclair and fomc of hisfriends having 
fpent the preceding evening there, and hearing that 
fo celebrated a performer was in the houfe, ihey ha^ 
retjuelled the favour of his company to fup with 
them. This invitation the pedeftrian traveller had 
readily 
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icai^Iy accepted I but unfortunately had * fmoked 
fi>n;iuch, and made fo free with- the buttie.that ityaj- 
vith great dificulty he couldbe got to bed.- 

It muft be fuppofed, that' Mr. Wilkinfan was not a 
little impatient to behold a perfon who had thus 
aflumed his name. . He accordingly requeued that 
the gentlemaa mi);ht be immediately introduced. 
When to his no fmall fuiprife, inwalkeda figure, not 
the moft^r/v0}'iin^ in hia appearance, and who turned- 
sut to be Mr, Chalmers of the Norwich company. 

Mr. Wilkinjbn alTurcd his name-fake that he was- 
extremejy glad to fee him;. but as it would have 
been imprudent in.tbc higheA deg^ecj to fufTer the 
counterfeit Sofia to carry on- the deception any longer,- 
an explanatisn, not of the moft agreeable kind, took 
place. C^nur J' finding himfelf thus detailed, apolo- 
gizedforthetiberty hehadtaken;andbywayofexcufe 
&id, he thought the name of theManager of the York 
Company a much, better travelling name,, and more 
. likely to procure him credit on the road, than his own. 

Naturally endowed with much good-nature, Mr. 
Wilkinfon accepted the apology, notwithfl^nding the 
unwarrantable conduft of the other ; and having 
granted his new companion forgivenefs, they fat 
down together to dinner. This lenient conduft pro- 
cured the real maniger fo many acknowledgments 
from J 

• It it Tcry onufuil to c»ll for pipes in ScotlsE*, w » 
Sn|UDd, unoDgECDUcJiicn of MiypoliEcaeri. 
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from the fictitious one, andifo Toaay bumper toaits tm 
his health and profperity, vrfaich, out of coDiphi fanes, 
he was obliged to ptciige, Uiat he began to 6nd that 
a continuance of bre courtefy would foon leduce him ■ 
to the iiate his' companion had<lKra in the night 
before, and compel him to lie till as late- an hour the 
next day. - 

By this* time, Chalmers liad poured down his throat 
two bottles of Edinburgh ale, and more (bMiia bottle 
of Port- wine, exctufiVe of fcveral drams;' and he 
was now bawling, like Trapanti; for more. Such 
being the fituattenof things, Mr. Jftil^tn/^ thought 
proper to pot aftop to it; by calling for the biil.- 
When it was brought, Ckaimers; with great effron- 

■ tery, confid^'ing what had palled, very compofedly 
requeftedthat his oompanion would pay the whole of 
it, promifmg to rq>ay his fhare when he reached 
Glafgow, where he was- engaged to play aftw nights 
at a very high falary. As Mr. lyUkinJen \aA in- 
tended to confider him as his guefl, he difcharged the 
bill, and ordered the chaife to be got ready imme- 
diately. And when it drew up to the door, Chal- 
neTS\ withoutbeing in the leaft rellrained by th« 
offeneehe had given, requefted that lie might be per- 
mitted to make ufe of that conveyance to Glafgow. • 
This requell the eafy manager likewife complied 

..with; but juftai he was entering the chaife, another 

bill,. 
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biU, to the amount of twa pounds and upwards, was 
put into his hands, fpecifying. that it was for fundries 
had by Mr. IVUkin/bn, Upon his inquiring of Ckal- 
WUTS, bow the demand arofe, he coolly told him^ 
that he had found it neceffary to regale bimfelf there^ 
during the two preceding days, in order to recover 
Limfelf from the fatigue he bad undergone in walking 
from York, and to enjoy the bGautic& of the counr 

Though Mr^ Wilkinjon. did not much relith tliis 
part of the adventure, yet, believing that his new aCr 
quaintance was really engaged ta play at Glafgow,, aa 
be liadafTuredtuni, and that there was. confcquently a 
cliance of his being reimburfed, he difcharged this bill 
alfo. Nothing now retarded their journey, he would 
have fet off; but his companion could not be prevailed 
an to Air, till he had to0ed off two. bottles more of 
the Edinburgli alei 

When they arrived at the end of their journey, 
being heartily tired of fo difagreeable a companion, 
^Ir. WiiHtt/b.n defired at the inn to be fhewn into a 
coom by bimfelf ; and immediately difpatched a mef- 
fciiger to the manager of the Glafgow Company, rer 
quelling to fjjeak with him. As foon as that gentle? 
man arrived, after the firft falutaiions were over,, he 
congratulated Me, Wifiinjon upon. his recovery from, 
thit debauch he had committed the evening he was in. 
company 
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company with- Sir John Sinclair. This of courfe 
led to an explanation ; when the Glafgow managefr 
juftiy incenfed at fuch a flagrant fallacy, declared, 
that he neither had, nor would by any means, engage 
the perpetrator of it, 

The confequence was, that Chalmers^ finding hi*- 
' delufive fchemes prove unfucccfsful, as indeed they 
generally do, he was obliged to have, recourfe to the 
humanity of die performers. A collefUon was ac- 
cordingly made for him, to which my good-naturci 
friend, notwithftanding the impofilions which had- 
been praflifed upon him, contiibuted his quota;, 
thereby giving anoiber proof of the extent of hi»> 
good-nature. 

I will here take the opportunity ef adding a fltptf 
defcription of the' age, figure, manner,, and d^mrt-- 
ment, of the gentleman who had been the fubjeS of 
the foregoing anecdote— Mn TaU WiUdnfon wat> 
bom on the S7th of OScrfier, in the year 1739. 
His pcrfon is tall ; his countenance rather fpoitive 
than beautiful ; and his-maoner agreeable. As to hit- 
theatrical talents, they are &r above the common- 
rank ; he has infinite merit in comedy, and excells in. 
mimicry. 

His firft appearance was in Dublin, in the year. 

1757, where be remained till the following year.. 

He joined the Edinbur^i company in. 1763,. during 

the.- 
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tbe time I had a (hare in the management of it ; 
where-, by his. unremitted application, and great merit 
in every line of the drama, he rendered himfelf a 
valuable acquifuion to the community. To futn up 
the whole of his charafter in a few words, he ha^ 
always been juftly admired as an a£toc, beloved as a 
man, and efteemed as a friend. 

Mr. Sheridan being now permitted again to tread 
the ftage, fome of the apprehenfions which had 
been the caufe of my uneafmefs began to. be realized. 
He played, as. I had apprehended, the charafler of 
Antony. But, oh! what a falling off was. here! 
inAead of the filver-ioned voice and bewitching 
figure of a Barry, which ufed to enchant the audi- 
ence, formality and monotonous declamation prcfent- 
ed iifelf. The difference was. too con^iaious to- 
efcape the obfervation of the public. And every one 
regretted the lofe of his great powers in the part of 
Ventidius, wherein, as I have before obfcrved, he 
was truly capital ; as indeed he was in all fetUentious 
chara£lei:s. To render, however, the piece as plea- 
Cng aspoffible, a dance of gladiators, was introduced 
as an raitcrtainment to the enamoured queen. To. 
add to my diftrefs during my performing the part of 
Cleopatra, Mrs, Xirn«^i/y happening unfortunately tO; 
have a ragged tail (o her drefs, pulled upon, the ftuge- 
after her, the half, of a kettle drum.. Alarmed at 
bearing 
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bearing fo uncommon a noife, I turned about, wbilfl. 
in the warmth of my inquiry after my much-loved 
hero, and feting, the droll circumflance that occa- 
IL3ned it. 1 could not refrain fium hurtling into a 
loud lit of Idughter, in which the audience joined 
me. Nor 4:ou]d I compofe my countenance till the 
afp hdd finilhed my night's duty^ - 

As there was fjon an efTentiat difFerence in there-' 
ceipis of the houfe from what they had been during 
the laft feafon, 1 was defired hy the manager to giva 
orders to all ibe young ladies of my acquaintance 
that would condefcend to. accept of them. In.con- 
fi:qucnce of this defire, fcarcely a. night pafTed on 
which I did.not grantan introduflion to feveral with 
whom I iiad. formed an intimacy at Mrs. Kendall'^ 
aflembly, as well as aty two lovely vifitants.. 

Mr. WooduMrd being attacked by FooU in bii- 
humourous exhibition, got up, in his defence, a piec^. 
which be termed " Tit for Tat, or a Dift of Cho- 
colate." This was attended with fuch fuccefs, that 
his rival, bdng. defeated at b)i own we^ons, lcft> 
(he field, to his opponent, aud precipitately reared to- 
the Haymarket-Tbeatre. When the bmefits coni' 
menced, Mr. Woodward, exclufiv-e of his agreemet.t-- 
with the miuiager, received ten guineas a'night froa 
each perfoiiner, at wbofe bcnelit.the.piecejuft men*- 
tioiied.was.afled.. 

When- 
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"When I firft made my appearance at Covcnt-Gai- 
■den Theatje, this gentleman had folicited my hani 
A refufal being given, we were not, from that time, 
on the befl terms. Refentment, however, giving 
way to intereft, he was very happy to have a tolerable 
aftrefs perfoim with him. The Carclefs Hufband 
was revived. His Lord Foppington was, as ufual, 
■juftly admired. Nor did I fail of applaiife in Lady 
Betty ModiA. I wi(h I coidd fay as mi!ch of the 
juanager. He played the character of Sir Charles 
£afy ; but it woidd, I think, have been more a-propoi 
■if the fyllable un had been prefixed to the laft word, 
.and the baronet 'c name had been Sir Charles UneaCy ; 
fo aukwardly did the part lit on ihe perfornrter of it. 
The chaiaflers of tills play were drelTed, by direc- 
-tion of Mi. S&eriiiaa, in the manufaBory. of Ireland, 
■which he judidoufly -thought, would incieafe at once 
his popularity and receipts. 

I cannot onut reciting a droH accident, which will 
convince you in what favour I -muft ftand with the 
Jrifti audience. Sir Courtly Nice was got up, but 
as I had not time to get even the words of the part 
in the fccne where he- was courting his own fweet 
^erfon in the glafe, while he was finging 10 me, I took 
jn opportunity to glide «ff the ftage, and left the 
courtly knight to conclude the fccne, fey making love 
ito bis owo admtied perfon. Notwithflanding ihc 
play 
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play was greitly hurt by my atfenoe in tlie tnoft'ca' 
pital fcene, yet die fpeflators received me as cordi- 
ally as ever. 

The feafon drawing to a oonclufion, my mother, 
at my requefl, determined to return to England. And 
this refolution was accelerated by the tieafurer of 
the theatre bringing in my account, ^ii'ith a chaise of 
fiventy-five pounds for orders. As it was theexprei^ 
-defire of the manager, that thefe orders were ifTued, 
I could by no means admit of fucli an impolition. 
A difpuie confequenilyenfucd between Mr. Skertdaa 
.and myfeif, when I abfolutely rcfufed to play any 
more. Mr, ViSor the treafuret, however, came to 
mc the next day, with the balance of my account, 
offering to pay roe the whole fum, if I would enter 
into a frelh engagement. But the illiberal treatment 
I received upon this occafion from the manager would 
have induced me to withhold my confent, had not 
'the reafouK 'alleged added their iveight to fix me in 
the performance of my refQlution. 

Before my departure, I took leave of all my ac- 
quaintance. A painful talk to a fufceptihie mind ! 
Mrs. O'Hara prefled me to her bofom with the moft 
affeflionate warmth ; and we did not part without 
many tears. " My dear and honoured patrcmefs, lo- 
getber with her much-loved daughter, Ihewed the 
tenderefi conceni at lofm^ me ; and the pain I feh 
upon 

: t.lK.,lc 
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'iipOB the eccafion was equal to their Qvm. They, as 
well 36 my aunt, made me fonie confiderable prefenis. 
The reparation from fuch invaluable friends, for fuch 
they were in the ftriiieft fenfe of the word, would 
not have been fo pungent, had there been a probabi. 
iky of my feeing either my aunt or Mrs. Buller 
again. From the age and infirmities of the former it 
was not to be expefled. And the illnefs of the lat- 
jer, though lingering, was pronounced to be fatal. 

One inducement for haftemng our departure was, 
■that Lord Tyrawky .was Jetumed from his embaffy at 
■Ruflia, and was coming to Dublin to pay the laft 
duties to his filler, Mrs. O'Hara. My mother feera- 
.ed to regret nothing fo much as leaving Mr. Crump ; 
for whom, from the iniimacy that had fuhfifted be- 
tween them, (he enieriained great refpeft. Upon 
our return, that gentleman advifed her to lay out 
what money flie had faved, ivhich was no inconfi- 
.derable fum, in Iriih htiens. This fbe did, and 
ibund it turn out to advantage. 

The friendlhip I had entertained for my two lovely 
■vifitors was now increafed to the tenderell affeftion. 
If there was any difference, it was in favour of the 
ielder, whofe dilpofition nearly refembled my own ; 
and from whom I felt it the moft painful to part- 
This partiality created no little jealoufy in the bofom 
«f Mifs Bvtter, who claimed the firft place in m 
heart, 
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heart, from the priority of our acquaintance. And 
to an indifferent perfon, the letter* I received from 
her, upon that-occaGon, would appear to have been 
di£tated by the green-e)ed monfler bimfelf. But 
that young lady was foon convinced of the permaneH- 
cyof my attachment to her; and though I have not 
■had the plcafuic of feeing her for many years, it fliU 
continues unabated. 

G. A. B. 
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X COULD not leave a kingdom where I had 
met with To favourable a reception in public ; where 
1 had received fo many civiHties from perfons of the 
htgheft rank ; and where I was honoured with the 
friendflup of fome of the moft amiable of my own 
fcx; without yielding tothe whifpers of gratitude, 
and returning back one tributary figh. But fudi a 
variety of circumftances having rendered a longer 
abode in Ireland difagreeable, I own it was not with- 
out great fatish^on, that I found myfelf once more 
in Engaod. 

Upon 
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Upon our arrival in London my mother wrote to 
'M.r. JGarrid, informing him of it. Happening to be 
in town, he immediately fcnt to us, requefting wc 
would dine with him that day. He had at that time 
apartments in King-Areet, Co vent-Garden, and we 
had hired lodgings in Southampton-ftreet. He re. 
ceived us with that cheaifulnefs and civihty which con- " 
(lituted a part of his charafter. During our vifit we 
laughed over many incidents which had happened 
whilftwe were together in Ireland; particularly, the 
confcquential prefent he had received from my dear 
friend Mrs. Builer. And he much regretted, that it 
was not in his power, from the prefent fituation of his 
company, to admit me into it ; Mrs. Cii6er, Mrs. 
C/ive, and Mrs. PriUkari/, engroffing all the principal 
charaaers. At parting he requeiled, that nothing 
might interrupt the harmony which then fubfiftcd 
between us. As I had not then heard of the declara- 
tion he had made, relative to his never engaging mc 
upon any terms, as before meationed, I promifed to 
- continue on a friendly footing with him. 

I inquired after my valued friend Mr. Quin, and 
was informed that be was at Bath, to which .place he 
ufually retired during the reoefs. As fpoa as Mr. 
Rich heard of our return, he fent Mr Sencraft, a per- 
formerfor whom he he had a particular friervWiip. 
^nd who therefore refided with him, to give us an in- 

^°^' *• L vitation 
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vitation to pay Him a vifit at Gowley, where he then 
was. As I was very dcfirous to fee that fwcet (pot, 
of the beauties of which I had heard To much talk, I 
didnothefitate, for my OTvn part, to become his goeft; 
but was prevented, for the prefent, by an engagement 
of my mover's. 

This place, which was the fummcr refidence of Mr. 
Rich, and fo which he was making very conCderable 
improvements, formerly belonged to the well known 
Mrs. hitmifori, now Mrs. Vanbrugg^n, wife to the 
promifingaftor of that name, who was unfortunately 
murdered as he was cfcorting the celebrated Mrs. 
BracfgirdU home from the theatre. On Mrs. Mont- ' 
ford was the juftly celebrated and well-known ballad 
of Black-eyed Sufan written by Mr. Gay. Lord 
Berkdey's partiality for this lady, induced him to 
leave bcr at his deceafe three hundred pounds a year, 
on condition that fhe never married. His LordOiip 
likewife purchafed Cowley for her, and ihe befides 
received from him, at times, very confiderable fums- 
After this fhe fell in love with that very capital aflor 
Mr. Bialk, but the defire of retaining her annuity 
prevented her from being joined in the bands of wed- 
lock with the lover whom (be preferred to nmnber 
that were candidates for her favour. This conlide- 
ndon obftnifting, the union could not take place, 
and Mr, Booth foon found another mate. 

Mn. 
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Mri. Vanbruggen Ijad contraftcd an intimacy with 
Mifs Santlow, a lady celebrated as a dancer, and 
eftcemed a tolerable zSae,k. She was the declared 
favoiuite of Secretary Craggs, througli whofc libe- 
r»}ity file became poflefTed of a fortune fufiicicnt to 
enabk her to live independent of the ftage. What 
Mrs. Vanbruggtn could not effeO, Mifs Santlow did.- 
Mr. Booth, transferring his attention from die for> 
mer to the latter, foon obtained polTeQion both of her 
perfon and fortune. Mrs. Vanbruggen no fooner 
heard of the perfidy of her lover, and the ingratitudo 
of Tier friend, than fhe gave way to a defpcration that 
deprived her of her fenfes. In this fituation flie was 
brou^tfrom Cowley to London, that the heft advice 
Alight be procured for her. 

As during the moil violent paroxyfins of her 
diforder (he was not outrageous, and now and then a 
tay of reafbn beamed through the cloud that over-* 
Allowed her inte1Ie£b, fhe was not [^aced under any 
rigorous confinement, but fuffered to go about the 
houfe. One day, during a lucid interval, (he alkeJ 
her attendant what ph^ was to be performed that 
evening ? and was told, that it was Hamlet. In tins 
piece, whiUl fl»e had been on the ftage, fl«e had always 
met with great applaufe in the chara^er ofOfihelia. 
The recoUefUon ftruck her ; and with that cunning 
which is ufually allied to inlanity, the found means to 
L a dude 
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dude th« care of her fcrvanu, and got to the theatte ; 
where concealing herfclf till the fcene in which 
Ophelia was to make her aj^arance in her iofane 
jlaie, Ihc pulhed oa.tbe ftagc before her rival, who 
played the character that night, and exhibited a far 
more'perfcfl reprefentatim of n»diie& than the utmoil 
exertions of mimic art could do. She was, in truth, 
Ophelia her/itf, to the amazement of the performers, 
as well as of the audience. Nature having made this 
la/i effort, her vital powers failed her. On her going 
off, {he prophetically exclaimed, " It is all overl"— 
And, indeed, that was foon the cafe, for as flie was 
conveying home (to make ule of the concluding lines 
of another fweet ballad of Gay't wherein her fate 
is fo truly defcribedj " She like a lily drooping, then 
bow'd her head and died." 

I heard the foregoing incident related by CelUy 
Cibber, at Lord Tyravley's, during our refMience at 
Bufliy, to which place he frequently came*. But I 
have not repeated it in a manner that pieces me. 
My langtiage will not reach my conceptic»is, nor my 
conceptions my fcnfibility, — Ohfor the pen of Sterne 
to retouch it ! — But it cannot be — I muft therefore 
be content to jog on \a the humble line 1 have 
hitherto done. 

I need 

• The reifomhal Col!cy CihUrbiS taken no notice of foremark. 
aMeadtcumllance inhi! " Apologj'," muftlit owing to hi* fritni- 
fliip die tin. Bootbi who was alire whcahe wrocc ic 

. t;ix»;l 
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I need not add, that fuch a moving cataflrophe 
fiiuft naturally affeft a mind fo fucceptible of the 
tender paflions as mine, and make me wiih to fee the 
Fcfidence of the Jair unforlunate, whenever ati op- 
portunity offered. My mother, however having 
another engagement upon her hands, I was ©bHged to 
fiipprefs my curioflty till the latter end of the fummer. 
A nephew of her's, a Mr. Crawford, an attorney, 
- had latdy married the widow Sihejler, who was pof- 
felTed of a very large fortune. From him (he received, 
a preffing invitation to pafs fome time with them at 
Watford, in Hertfordfhire. As this was near the 
abode of my dear Mifs St. Leger,, who refided with 
her uncle. Lord DoneraUe^ at the Grove, near Ca- 
fiiioberry-Park, the feat of the Earl of EJex, I the 
more readily agreed to attend my mother, and poA- 
pone the acceptance of Mir. Rick's invitation. 

Itwillbehereneceffary to give a defcription of my 
Gouiin' Crcavford, as I fliall too often have occaSon to 
introduce him in the fiibfequent pages. He was a 
fliort fat man, as to his ftature, wjih a tolerablie gooJ 
face. So much for his peribn. As to his mind, it 
was not more correfpondent to the rules of beauty* 
He was endowed wiih great cunning, vainly fond o£ 
being efleemed a wit, and profufe to a degree. His 
mother was that ftep-lifter of my motlier, who, as I 
^ve before related, lived with Mi ». Godfrey, and 
L 3 through 
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through the munificence of that lady had accumulated 
aconfiderable fortune. This induced Mr. Crawford, 
an eminent attorney, in partnerlhip with Mr. Gren- 
kill of the Temple, to folicit her hand in marriage, 
which (he gave him. It was not long, however, 
before (he was left a widow with this fon, about three- 
years of age, and a very conTiderable addition toi her 
fortune. 

All her happinefs now c^itered in her fon. She 
carried her fondnefs foi~ him to the greatell: ei^treme. 
He was never contradifted in the moft unreafbnable^ 
of his dctnands, and conlequently was fpoiled. When 
he arrived at a proper age, he was indentured to bis 
late father's partner, Mr. GreenkUl, on condition that 
at the expiration of his clerkthip he was to tranCifl, 
on his own account, all the commoa law bufinefs. 
To this he of courfe fucceeded, and whether from th$ 
wretches he alTocialed with during his pra3ice, or 
from the principles inftiHed into him by nature, I will 
not pretend to fay ; but under a fpecious appearance 
of good nature and honelly, he polTefTed all the chi* 
canery of jfonaikan Wild. His carafpofa whom lie 
liad married for her fortune, notwiihflandiiig he had 
a very confiderable one of bis own, was. old enough to 
be his mother. Nature had not been very liberal to 
her, either in the charms of her perfon or mind. And 
even what little underftanding flie was bleflcd will) 
wa«. 
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was totally clouded by a ftupefaftion arifing from I 
will not fay what. Whatever it was, ber hulband 
took care that it (hould not fail of a fiipply. to pre- 
vent certain remonflrances, ufually termed cunain 
leflures, which were the confcquence of his own 
frailties. , 

With pcrfons of this caft, to be obliged to affociate 
for fix weeks or two months, agreeable to a promife 
made by my mother, you may be affured was not a 
little mortifying to your humble fervant. And it 
would have been much more fo, had it not been for 
the frequent vifits I made to the Grove, and the walks 
I took in the delightful park belonging to the Earl of 
EJfex, which lay contiguous to my coufin's houie. 
To Mifs St. Leger was 1 likewife indebted for another 
fource of comfort and amufcment, who lent me books 
from Lord DowraiU's librar}-. 

Mr, Crawford's table was well forved; to which, 
as he kept a pack of fox-hounds, and a good llud of 
hunters for the ufe of himfelf and friends, there was 
ufually no want of country gentlemen, who delighted 
in that fport. From things being thus fituaied, it is 
not to be fuppofed that, with my tafte for reading, and 
other kind of company, I Itaid much at home ; efpe- 
cially as it vim foon rendered more difagrecable by 
the addition of a fon and heir to this worthy family, 
who came to inherit his fatlier's virtues, and his mo- 
L 4 iher's 
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thei's great qualifications. The attention of my good 
parent being totally engaged by her amiable niece, 
and the new relation flie had jufl prefented her with ; 

■ her nephew took this opportunity to fet out for Lon- 
don to regale himfelf with his friends, the flicriffs 

, officers, and ladies of eafy virtue. 

One day as I fat reading Dryderis Virgil, on a 
bench in Lord .^sjt'j paik, an old gentleman came 
and fcated himfelf by me. After fitting a little while 
he alked me the fubjefl of my fludies i* Upon my 
telling him, he feemed to be fui^rifed that a girl of my 
age fhould have either tafle or erudition enough to 
underlland works of that kind. Piqued at this fup- 
pofition, I undertook to vindicate my fex from the 
want of knowledge in literature generally imputed to 
them. I told him there would not be the leaft room 
for fuch a refleftion, did not the lords of the creation 
take care that we fhould not eclipfe them in this re- 
fpefl. The old gentleman th«i faid, "As thair is 
" your opinion, I fuppofc you would have a female 

- " parliament." To which I replied, " I do not know 
" that the prefent is much better, for I do not hear 
" of anything that is done among- them, but fcolding 
" likcoWmowM." 

This threw my new companin into a violent fit of 
laughter, from which when he was recovered, he was 

■ pleafed to fay, " diat if ever he Ihould have a daugfi. 
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^ ter, he hoped it woufd be juft fuch a one as me." 
Then pulling out his watch he continued," " I am , 
" forry to leave you, Mifs, but I moll go to dinner 
" which I do not think I fiiall like, as the relation I 
'* am come to fee i» gone to London, and the good 
" woman in the ftraw." Concluding from thefe cir- 
fiumftances that the old gentleman was come to fee 
my coufin^ I informed him that I was upon a vifit at 
the fame houfe ; and as it was near three o'clock, I 
got up, when he did, to return home; 

As we walked along together, he afkcd me fome 
queftions relative to the charafler and circumftances 
of Mr, Cramford. I candidly imparted' to him my 
fehtiments on the fubjetl ; and though I was then un- 
acquainted with my relation's want of principle, I 
could obferve that the character I gave him did not 
feem to make a very favourable impreflion on my 
companion. Juft as we arrived at the door, he 
defired I would inform Mrs. Crawford, that Mr. 
Sykes would be glad to wifh her joy of her fon. On 
hearing the name of Sykes, I could not have been 
more terrified- had his brother-in-law, Captain Btl- 
lamy, my mother's hufband, unfhrouded hirafelf, afid 
flood beford me. I was juft corapofed enough to 
ftammerout, « I will, Sir ;" and then I haflily en- 
tared the houfe. 

L5 Having 



mt THE LIP EOF 

Having informed Mrs. Crawford of the name of 
ber vifitor, as he bad requefted, I ran to acquaint my 
mother with it alfo; who was as much alarmed as 
isyrelf. But as it had dropped in the courfe of con- 
▼eriation that he was to return to Xx>ndofl, upon 
fomc very panicular bufinefs, the next morning, w« 
thought it moA prudent for her not to appear during 
that day. And this was no injudicious deteimiiuti on ; 
as I found ihe old gentleman did not feem to have 
the molt favourable opinion of our fex, and if pro- 
voked, as he probably might have been with her, 
would not have flopped fliort of brutaUty. Hast 
therefore my mother fallen in his way, he might have 
revenged, in too rough a manner, her impofition 
•n bis broihcr-in-law. Captain Bellamy. 

As it was now too late to expcEl the mailer of ihe 
family home that day, I endeavoured lo entertiun my 
companion a> well as I could during the evening. I 
could not help thinking that be feemed to eye me at 
times with a glance of pity and fulpician. The fe- 
quel will verify the obfeirvation of Skakjfere, " That 
thetluef fufpeOs eachbuflian officer." He how- 
ever, upon the whole, appeared to be pleafed with, 
my company, and when we feparaled paid me many 
compliments; and that with a {^in (incerity, which 
greatly flattered me. He fet off early in the morn- 
ing. But in the evening, when he made his bow (to 
ufc 
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ufe a theatrical expreffion) he left me 3 token of his 
generofity,' opulence, and liberality, for the little 
gentleman who had juft entered upon the flage of 
life, with a defire that I would (land godmother. 

I fear this narrative part of my hiilory will not 
prove entertaining to yon ; but as many other cir- 
cumJUnces, yet to be related, are dependent upon it, 
I find it neceflary to infert thefe, I will, however, 
cut it as fhort as poflible. 

G. A. B. 






Wt 



HEN my fet coulin returned, he brought 
with him a train of ji^ly companions to hunt next 
day. As foon as I fell in his way, he accolled me 
with faying, " Well, Mifs ! I have blown you. The 
" old codger was very inquifitive, when I met him ; 
" yet, notwithftanding, he likes you. But" — Here I 
flopped him, as I was apprehenfive of a ftroke of 
what he termed wit, at the expence of my mother. 
She luckily was not prefcnt, or raoft certainly (he 
would not have kept within the bounds of good man- 
ners. 



Ci,i,;ilc 
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ners, had her nephew popped out what was upon his- 
tongue. In a fhort time he rerumed the converfa- 
tion ; telling me he was forry that old Square-toes 
was obliged, by the failure of a houTe at Aiuwcip,- 
to go out of town immediately ; " otherwife, who 
" knows," faid he, '» but that by the help of your 
" tongue and my cellar, we may have taken him in!" 
A blufb threw its crimfon veil aver my face as be 
faid this- Upon obfening which, be yecollefted. 
himfelf, and thus continued : " Nay, don't blufli, I 
" only meant that we would have tried to get him to 
" mait a aiill in Dur favour." I dwell the longer on^ 
this conyerfation, which 1 give verbalim, as it wilt 
furnifli you with feme infight into the eharaScr of- 
my upright coufm, and prepare your mind for an 
evtet which happened fome years after. Though I 
bad taktp a diUike to my relation as a man, yet he 
might be, for aught I know, what is ufually denomi- 
nated a good attorney. The meaning of which I. 
take to be, thai he kepi within the limits of the law,, 
and was as ^^/i^ as his profeflion would allow him.- 
to be. As this does not require any great delicacy of. 
fentlment, and I confider people as accountable for 
no more thfin they know, I coutenied myfelf wiih. 
derpifing him in filence, 

I never wilh to caft undiu refleflions on any pro-- 

felTion, but it feems to be the general opinion, that 

there 
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ibeK are, ■ comparatively, very few men of rtal in- 
tegrity in. that branch of the law. The axionr 
" That what everyone faysmuft be true," is founded 
on reafon and experience. I have been convince* 
of the truth of it, in this point, to my coft. Whe-- 
tfier this propenfity to diflionefty arifes from the op- 
portunities which fo frequently prerenttliemfelves ii* 
the practice of the law, and ttmpt the profeffors to- 
avail themfelves of theiii ; or whether a turn of mind' 
to take advantage both of friend and foe, of client 
as well as opponent, be imbibed by the very ftudyof 
it, 1 willnotpretend todetermine. But fo it is : t» 
the forrow and coft of millions as well a& myfclfv^ 

As I much wilhed to be at Mr. Rick's, where T 
fliould have the pleafure of the company o{; my for- 
mer intimates, his daughters ; company far mora 
agreeable t& me than what I now^ enjoyed ; i prevail- 
ed on my morher to fliorten her vflTit. At length thtf 
wifiied-for day arrived. Mr. Rich fent his carriagCj 
and we foon found ourfelves at Gowley.- Here wer" 
were received with the greateft cordiality by the 
mailer of the family, and with unfeignedjoy by the 
younger part of it; but with formality and referve 
by the miflrefs of the houfe. This lady, having been 
converted to Methodifm, now thought of nothing 
but praying and accumulating wealth for herfelf and 
)iia fpoule> For thole good people feldom negle£l 
that 
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that grand concern^ however they may ceafure fucl» 
worldly wifdom in the unconverted. 

Upon the death of his firft wife, Mr. Rich had mar- 
ried this lady. Her name before that event took, 
place was Mrs. 5^zvnj. She had formerly been bar- 
maid at Bret's Coffee-Houfe, was afterwards aa 
aftrefs, but had' been fever^ years his houfekeeper. 
She- was at that time in a very mediocre fituation iit 
the theatre. She had b^en the intimate friend of 
Mifs Naff'au, who fuccceded Mifs Fenton, after- 
wards Dutchefs ef Ballon in Gay'i Polly Feachmn. 
By her advice, as I have been informed, Mifs Nojfau 
put herfelf under the proleflion of the late Earl of 
Orfbrd, fon of the famed Sir Robert WalpoU. By 
the ftirther managemem of Mrs. Rich, a match waa- 
brought about between a brother of her**, whofe 
name was Wilford,. and a fiAer of that lady's. This 
was infuring Mr. Wilford a fortune, as Lord Orford 
warat that time Auditor of the Exchequer, and had 
Kumbcrlefs places in his gift. Mr. Wilford was ae- 
cordinly provided for ; and was upon- a vifit with his 
wife, at Cowley, when we arrived there. 

W« liltewife found diere Mrs. Ward, frma the 

dieatre at Edinburghr whom Mr. Rich had engaged 

for the enfuing feafon. She was accompanied by a 

frightful being, to whoa fhe gave the title ef huf- 

basd. ' 
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band. TliU lady had one of the mod beautiful faces . 
I ever beheld. But her figure was vulgar to a de- 
gree. By the HcKq> and magnitude of her Ihoulders, 
it might be imagined that Ihe had formerly carried 
milk pails. Her beauty wotild have been much mare 
confpicuous in that line, or with a chain and knife 
■ faftened to her apron-ftring, than in the charaOer of 
a queen or young princefs. Yet, notwitbllanding 
this diffimtlitude of appearance, and being pregnant 
into the bargain, it was determined that iihe fhould 
appear in Cordelia, the youngeft daughter of King 

In converfation with Mr. Rick upon an engage- 
ment with me, my mother informed him of the terms 
offered me by Mr. Garrick, through Mr. Delany, the 
fcafon before laft; and as he made no obje6lion to 
the falary, the concluded that bis intention was to 
give me the fame fum. When we returned to town 
the manager informed- me that he intended Mrs. 
Ward Ihould make her appeaiance as foon as pof- 
fible, her pregnancy rendering fuch a ftep neceflary ; 
and that he confidered me as a happy corps de referve, 
Mrs. Wqffington, highly offended at her quondam ad- 
mirer, Mr, Garric^'i chufmg rather to appear with 
Mrs. Pritchard than with her, bad engaged herfelf 
with Mr. Rich ; and was to open the campaign with 
her capital part, that of Sir Harry Wildair.— Thea- 
trical 
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trical revolutions are as frequent, and owe their rife 
to the fame principles as thofe in the political world*- 
Pique, refentment, ambition, or inlcreft, which ever 
motive happens to preponderate, brings ihem about; 
And the arrangemeni lafts in- both as long- as conve- 
nience fuhs; 

a.A;B. 



Dedicated, by Permiffion, to 

His RoyalHiohness the PRrscE of Wales, 



TSBtU's G^ition of 



SHAKSPERE's WORKS, 

Printed complclc from tfic Text of 
SAMUEL JOHNSON aad GIOROE STEEVENS^ 

THIS work is intended to fupetcede the nec^- 
fity For ary other Edition whatever, as it will 
be calculated to gratify every elafs of Readers. The 
Publilher intends thai it fliall not only be the mojl per/tH 
andkauli/ul Work that Britain ever produced, but alfo 
thcch'.apejl ; he humbly hopes for pubhc Patronage,, in 
proportion to the merits of the undertaking, and he 
lefpcftfully foiicits ^ar/icu/ar alUntion to the following 
circumftances.. 

The plan is to print each Play^n^^, and entire, from 
the IaftrcvifionsofI>r. Samuel Johnson, and George 
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STtEVEKS) Efq. &c. with their CharaSers of the PFay, 
and the Origin of the FaHc, as an iolroduOory Preface to- . 
each Play, 

The Plays to be primed by MelTis. Frvs and Couch- 
man, oil fB'O forts of paper ; the belt of which will be 
Juptrfine lurilivg-pojl quality, on i new Bourgeois Letter,, 
caJt and delicntdy drejti on purpofci ErabellilhmenU. 
for this fort will con {ill of a. charaSeriJiic Print repre- 
fentmg a fpirited likenffs of fomc JavnurUe performerf 
befides an original Vignette Sitnt Print, defigned and 
engraved by the mod eminent Artills in London and 
Paris, The Plays, ibuc embe.llithcd and cxccutcdi wil^ 
be fold at oneJkiiUTigandJix-pncteaQh,- 

The inferior fort will b« on common printing papefr 
and be enriched with the ckaraHeriJlic Print only ; con- 
taining, ncvcrthelets, the fame Letlcr-Prefs, and printed 
pn the fame Type — this copy will be fold at the ufiiar 
price, even of [he meancll Editions, viz. Six-^ence tiuh 
Play. 



Thti Prtfani, Adv:nifcmcnts, InlroduHory Mailer, ani 
t!ie Notes of every Commentator, who have pretended to 
illujlratt SHAKtaPBRE.will becomprifed, and digefted. 
into one clear point of view, with references to the 
text of each Piece — Thefe Lucubrations will be printed 
al£a periodically— csich number to contain the Notes- 
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Vanorum, and other nccefTary information on two, at 
leaft of Shaksverk's Plays — each number of thefe , 
Notes will be embellilhed withan okicikai. Portrait 
of the Author, or tome of ovimoA admiTed Comfotntatars, 
to be fold at the fame prices of the Plays — any ^nglt 
Play, or Camnteniary, may be had feparatc. — This Work 
will be printed for J. Bell, at the Britijk- Library, in 
the Strand.~A Lift of Su&fcriieTs will be inferted in the 
laft Play ; and the ieft Imprisons of the Work fliall be 
delivered lo original Subfcrikrs ; which, from the Brit' 
honey and Beautijulnffs of the ImpreffionB, will, in a 
few months after their publicatioti, rife far above their 
firft coft. 

General Ttila will be prfAted— by which the Wwk 
may be arranged and bound, wlien completed, in 
Volumes,or fingle Playt, with, or without the Com' 
BiestarlcE, agreeable (o the wiU of the Subscriber. 
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fttaron0>r Printing this WORK,, and S>iCtC- 
tnCionff on iu Propriety. 



In thf. firjl Place, The Publiflier is ambiiious of pro- 
ducing a Work which may aitraft the admiration of all 
Europe, in hopes of deriving a proportionate fliare of 
reputation and advantage to himfelf ; he, -therefore^ 
fixes^on our irainortal. Drajnatic Bard. 

Secondly, A polite and well informed clafs of Readers 
having declared it at their opinion, that Shakiperk 
ioA been elacUiated into e^/titrily, fuggefted lirfl' the 
defign of printing hia Plays, entire, cleared from the its- 
oumbratice and interruption of Note^-The text of Dr. 
Johnson, and Mr. Steevews, is confequenfly ^m- 
ferred, which, as Mr. Malonk obferves, feems now,. 
indeed ^nully fettled, hy a diligent collation of all the old 
copies hitherto difcovered, and the judicious reftora^ 
tion of ancient readings — The rejeSion of all Notes,. 
from t/ie Page cf the Text,h even approved by Dr. Johw- 
SON, himfelf,. who fays, that " The reader is fcIdotH' 
" p leafed to iind. his opinion anticipated — it is natural 
" to delight more in what we find, or make, than in 
" whatwc receive, — Judgment, like other faculties, is 
" improved by praftice, and its advancement ishindred. 
" by fubmiffion to diftatorial dccifions." 



I s 1 

Iniorder to obviate every pof&ble obje£li<m, and to 
accommodate this Edition to the tallc oF every rcadei 

—the Prcfacts, InlroduBions, Advcrtifancnts — the ht/lori- 
cal and literary {■nformation of every Editor of Shak< 
(FERE, of which there have not been lefs than n^jU 
u well as the Notes and critical II lull rations of every 
CommentatoT, of which there are upwards oi thirty— ■<tr'\\i 
be printed in a diJlinB, campad, and clear point of view, 
referring familarly Irom Text to Notes, and from Com- 
mentaries to Text, by the mode of printing — fo that, in 
fafl, this Edition will comprife the labours of eight Edi- 
tors, and the elucidations of, at leat, thiTty Ankota- 

As to the Embellilhments, they will be new and mag- 
nificent. The public has much to expefl from the fu- 
perior ta.lents of Mr. IfOuTHEKBOuiiG — hia having 
3ong lived in habits-of intimacy with Mr. Garrigk, his 
familiarity with the Stage, and dramatic effeEl, added to 
■(he KENOWN he has acquired in every line of hisprofef- 
fion, promifes to Jbar Hill higher to the prefent occafton. 

The engra:vings ofMr, Bartolozzi are fe cure of 
praife and admiration in every part of the world; and 
the reft Ihall be as near his lUndard of merit, as the 
Artifts of England and France can produce. 

Such is the dejign, and the publifher confidently hopes, 

t&aX the execution of it will tranfcend his feeble de> 

defcriptiont 
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d^riplioa. He isawaie of havingmany hnpedimenti 
oppofcd to its circulation, through the ufual channels of 
thetrade; be forefces aboftof foes, and the powertwl 
opponents, with whom he mufl, in confequence, have 
to combat^-but, fhielded as lie is by a firm refolution, 
and the fptrit of his caufe, he will boldly meet his ad- 
ver(aries,anii vindicate his claim to public protefUon. 

yOffN BELL. 



Coo^k 
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